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CHAIRPERSON REPORT 
1st April 2021 – 31st March 2022 

 

Fauna Rescue has had yet another challenging year and I want to thank everyone for their support 
and dedication.  I would like to give special mention to the phone operators this year.  They are the 
front line of our organisation and face many difficult calls and perform under sometimes very 
difficult situations.  Finding carers for injured animals has been very difficult for them as the number 
of carers has fallen in the past 12 months.   

Working with the Botanic Park, University of Adelaide, Dept of Environment and Water, and 
Greening Adelaide, we applied for a grant from WIRES to install a sprinkler system in the trees of the 
bat colony to keep them cooler during the days of extreme heat in Adelaide. Our grant application 
was approved and the installation of the high level mister and sprinkler system in the Botanic Park 
bat colony, thanks to the generosity of WIRES, has been completed.  Fortunately, we had a mild 
summer so the effect of the sprinkler system has not been observed. 

Our new Database was launched on the 1st March, 2022 and was well received by the phone 
operators.  The new database is web based and therefore operational on more platforms making it 
more versatile for operators.  I would like to extend our thanks and gratitude to Keira Blanchard who 
has given so much of her valuable time to the development and implementation of the new 
database.  The animal records register which is incorporated within the database will be rolled out as 
soon as we can. 

Work has progressed with the redevelopment of Head Quarters and plans were redrawn to 
incorporate a conference room so that training can be done there rather than paying fees to hire a 
venue for our smaller workshops.  The plans are to be submitted to Plan SA for approval before we 
can move forward with the renovations.  The funds for the renovations will be met largely from the 
surplus of the estate of Ken Kelsy who donated money for the sole purpose of the purchase of a 
building for Head Quarters for Fauna Rescue.   

We welcomed Catherine Laidlaw as our new Treasurer/Finance Officer and she took over the 
payment of accounts from 1st December 2021.  Catherine is a CPA and has made some positive 
changes to the accounting system for Fauna Rescue.   

We have continued to receive a monthly income from the bequest fund left to us by the late CJ 
Jones Estate and this income is spent entirely on animal food and welfare.  While the principle of the 
estate is in investments managed by Morgans, as per the wishes of Conway Jones, his vision was that 
Fauna Rescue receive monthly income from the interest on the funds and it be spent on our native 
animals. 

We have continued to strive to achieve our goals as per our 5 year Strategic Plan and have made 
inroads into some of these goals, however there is still much more to go.  

We are finally moving forward and it is exciting.  If we can all work together and advance Fauna 
Rescue in a positive light then the organization will once again be the leading rescue organization in 
the state. 

 

Marie Kozulic 
Chairperson  
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TRESURER REPORT 
1st April 2021 – 31st March 2022 

 

For the first half of the financial year, we had an external bookkeeping service processing our 
financial information.  I took over the processing in October 2021, and the payment of accounts in 
December 2021.  A review of the accounts was conducted in November and a new chart of accounts 
was implemented to make the financial statements more user friendly.  Monthly reporting has also 
improved with financials usually available within a week of month end and available to the 
committee at each meeting. 

As part of the review of the accounts, we have identified that the GST we have been paying for the 
past 4 years is recoverable from the ATO.  We have registered Fauna Rescue for GST and I am 
currently completing the relevant GST Returns with a view to recovering approximately $50,000. 

This year we participated once again in the People’s Choice Community Lottery, raising $4,252.  I 
would like to thank all those members who purchased a ticket in support of Fauna Rescue. 

The investment from the Estate of the late Conway Jones has again performed above expectations 
with an increase in the market value for the year of $200,286.70.  This significantly boosted our 
profit for the year to $143,965.92.  Without this, we have made an operational loss of $56,320.78.  
Donations in particular are down considerably on prior years with a 45% reduction.  We have put a 
call out to the members to see if any of you have experience in raising funds/donations since this is a 
vital part of how we finance our operations.   

With respect to costs, the feeding and castrating of unreleasable kangaroos has doubled since last 
year.  Fauna Rescue have made the tough decision to reduce our intake of kangaroos due to not 
being able to find permanent homes for them, so these costs should be lower next year.  We have 
been able to increase the interest received from the bequest from $5,000 to $7,000 per month to 
help cover some of these higher food costs.  On a positive note, we were able to purchase two bird 
brooders in May for $2,500 and four portable ICUs for possums in June for $3,072. 

I would like to confirm that Fauna Rescue will continue to offer the 75% food subsidy to members 
for the coming year.  The committee has also made the decision to increase the reimbursement rate 
for travel to $0.25 per kilometre. 

 

Catherine Laidlaw 
Treasurer 
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PHONE HOTLINE STATISTICS 
1st April 2021 – 31st March 2022 

 

  

APR 

2021 

 

MAY 

2021 

 

JUNE 

2021 

 

JULY 

2021 

 

AUG 

2021 

 

SEP 

2021 

 

OCT 

2021 

 

NOV 

2021 

 

DEC 

2021 

 

JAN 

2022 

 

FEB 

2022 

 

MAR 

2022 

TOTAL   
 
 

 
EMAIL 

 
 
 

SOCIAL 

MEDIA 

 
 
 

TOTAL 

21/22 

 
 
 

TOTAL 

20/21 

Hot 

lines 

ANIMALS 
EXCLUDING MARINE ANIMALS: 

                  

Bats - microbats 29 13 16 3 7 8 14 18 19 22 17 20 186  0 1 187 173 
Bats - flying foxes 21 9 10 8 10 10 22 13 6 24 50 35 218  0 2 220 198 
Echidnas 12 10 12 12 20 43 23 26 10 7 2 5 182  0 1 183 164 
Kangaroos and 
wallabies 

 
160 

 
125 

 
72 

 
78 

 
132 

 
190 

 
224 

 
153 

 
148 

 
107 

 
108 

 
99 

 
1596 

  
5 

 
17 

 
1618 

 
1320 

Koalas 25 15 6 10 11 10 22 18 18 7 10 13 165  3 4 172 366 
Possums 186 138 170 159 179 209 250 196 202 218 207 204 2318  10 22 2350 2247 
Reptiles 43 27 17 16 26 44 82 113 90 69 48 70 645  12 12 669 608 
Wombats 0 0 1 2 2 2 1 2 1 0 0 0 11  0 0 11 12 
All Other Animals 21 13 8 10 7 13 19 4 7 10 11 11 134  3 6 143 243 
                   

BIRDS EXCLUDING 

MARINE BIRDS: 

                  

Ducks / Freshwater 
Fowl 

 
12 

 
26 

 
15 

 
30 

 
95 

 
144 

 
194 

 
184 

 
126 

 
39 

 
16 

 
27 

 
908 

  
8 

 
21 

 
937 

 
970 

Other Birds 465 350 289 364 361 828 965 1052 694 607 419 454 6848  95 206 7149 7703 
                   

MARINE ANIMALS 

AND BIRDS 
 

29 
 

10 
 

8 
 

16 
 

8 
 

8 
 

12 
 

14 
 

15 
 

17 
 

3 
 

15 
 

155 

  
2 

 
2 

 
159 

 
209 

                   

NON-ANIMAL 

ENQUIRIES 
 

28 
 

38 
 

20 
 

21 
 

21 
 

18 
 

19 
 

17 
 

20 
 

13 
 

12 
 

13 
 

240 

  
0 

 
0 

 
240 

 
403 

                   

TOTAL 2021/22 1031 774 644 729 879 1527 1847 1810 1356 1140 903 966 13606  138 294 14038  

TOTAL 2020/21 621 625 616 725 1081 1658 1763 1778 1665 1480 1081 1212 14305  79 232  14616 

 
NOTES 

The General Wildlife and Bat Hotlines are operated by a team of 15-20 volunteers who take calls in their own homes, on rostered shifts, via phone diversion. 
They are supported by a small number of other volunteers who cover the Answering Machine shifts for some species. 
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PHONE HOTLINE STATISTICS 
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ANIMAL RECORDS 
1st April 2021 – 31st March 2022 

 

BAT       45 
Bat - Forest Bat 2   Bat - Lesser Long Eared 10 

Bat - Chocolate Wattle 1   Bat - Microbat (unspecified) 7 

Bat - Gould Wattle 8   Bat - Southern Free Tailed 1 

Bat - Grey Headed Flying Fox 16     

BIRD       1254 
Bird - Adelaide Rosella 8   Bird - Masked Lapwing 5 

Bird - Australian Blackbird 18   Bird - Musk Lorikeet 31 

Bird - Australian Hobby Falcon 4   Bird - Myna 2 

Bird - Australian Ibis 6   Bird - Nankeen Kestrel Falcon 2 

Bird - Australian Magpie 28   Bird - Native Pigeon 1 

Bird - Australian Raven 27   Bird - New Holland Honeyeater 24 

Bird - Barn Owl 27   Bird - Night Heron 3 

Bird - Black Faced Cuckoo Shrike 2   Bird - Nightjar 1 

Bird - Black Falcon 1   Bird - Noisy Miner 38 

Bird - Black Hawk 2   Bird - Nurenberg Lark Pigeon 1 

Bird - Black Kite 1   Bird - Owl (Unspecified) 1 

Bird - Black Swan 6   Bird - Pardalotte 2 

Bird - Black-Shouldered Kite 4   Bird - Parrot (Unspecified) 1 

Bird - BooBook Owl 36   Bird - Peacock 3 

Bird - Brown Goshawk 4   Bird - Pelican 1 

Bird - Brown Honeyeater 1   Bird - Peregrine Falcon 5 

Bird - Budgie 7   Bird - Pidgeon (Unspecified) 17 

Bird - Cockatiel 9   Bird - Plover 1 

Bird - Cockatoo 1   Bird - Purple Crowned Lorikeet 3 

Bird - Collared Sparrow Hawk 1   Bird - Purple Swamp Hen 1 

Bird - Corella 13   Bird - Quail 3 

Bird - Crested Pigeon 27   Bird - Racing Pigeon 2 

Bird - Crimson Rosella 3   Bird - Rainbow Lorikeet 262 

Bird - Crow 2   Bird - Red Rump Parrot 1 

Bird - Currawong 1   Bird - Red Wattlebird 8 

Bird - Dove (Unspecified) 8   Bird - Rock Dove 6 

Bird - Eastern Rosella 6   Bird - Rosella (Unspecified) 44 

Bird - Emu 1   Bird - Sacred Kingfischer 2 

Bird - European Goldfinch 3   Bird - Short Billed Corella 4 

Bird - Fan Tailed Pigeon 2   Bird - Silvereye 11 

Bird - Feral Pigeon 7   Bird - Southern Boobook Owl 9 
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BIRD (cont)        
Bird - Finch (Unspecified) 1   Bird - Sparrow 6 

Bird - Galah 54   Bird - Sparrow Hawk 1 

Bird - Gos Hawk 1   Bird - Spotted Turtle Dove 12 

Bird - Grass Parrot 1   Bird - Starling 10 

Bird - Grebe 2   Bird - Striated Pardalote 1 

Bird - Green Cheeked Conure 1   Bird - Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 20 

Bird - Green Rosella 1   Bird - Superb Fairywren 1 

Bird - Grey Headed Albatross 1   Bird - Swallow 2 

Bird - Honeyeater (Unspecified) 5   Bird - Tawney Frogmouth 29 

Bird - Ibis (Unspecified) 2   Bird - Tree Martin 1 

Bird - Kestrel 6   Bird - Wattlebird 15 

Bird - Kookaburra 18   Bird - Wedge Tailed Eagle 7 

Bird - Lace-Necked Dove 32   Bird - Welcome Swallow 4 

Bird - Little Corella 4   Bird - Whistling Kite 1 

Bird - Little Eagle 1   Bird - White Bellied Sea Eagle 3 

Bird - Little Raven 2   Bird - White Dove 3 

Bird - Long-Billed Corella 3   Bird - White Plumbed Honeyeater 1 

Bird - Lorikeet (Unspecified) 67   Bird - Willy Wag Tail 1 

Bird - Lovebird 1   Bird - Wren 1 

Bird - Magpie (Unspecified) 123   Bird - Yellow Tailed Cockatoo 3 

Bird - Magpie Lark 39   Bird - Unspecified 6 

DUCK       216 
Duck - Pacific Black 132   Duck - Wood 37 

Duck - Teal 1   Duck - Unspecified 46 

ECHIDNA       26 
Echidna - Long Beaked 9   Echidna - Unspecified 14 

Echidna - Short Beaked 3       

KANGAROO       220 
Kangaroo - Eastern Grey 19   Kangaroo - Swamp Wallaby 2 

Kangaroo - Euro 13   Kangaroo - Western Grey 128 

Kangaroo - Grey (unspecified) 7   Kangaroo - Unspecified 17 

Kangaroo - Red  34     

KOALA       28 
Koala 28       

POSSUM       731 
Possum - Brushtail 488   Possum - Unspecified 3 

Possum - Ringtail 240       
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REPTILE       56 
Reptile - Bearded Dragon 3   Reptile - Eastern Blue Tongue 3 

Reptile - Blue Tongue 39   Reptile - Inland Bearded Dragon 1 

Reptile - Earless Dragon 1   Reptile - Unspecified 2 

Turtle - Eastern Long Neck 1   Turtle - Long Necked 6 

WOMBAT       8 
Wombat - Bare Nosed 6   Wombat - Common 2 

          

      TOTAL ANIMALS 2584 
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WORKSHOPS - TRAINING  
1st April 2021 – 31st March 2022 

EDUCATION TEAM 

 

5/6/2021 The newly formed Bat Education team conducted a presentation at Joy of Flora Cafe - 
attended by 20 people  

6/7/2021 A PowerPoint presentation and with Linda Collins, Shane, Pauline, Kathryn & Barb at 
Campbelltown Council - attended by 50 people  

9/9/2021 Pauline & Shane - podcast with the “Just Animals” team from San Francisco. This was 
an introduction to our Grey-headed Flying-foxes and the perils they, and all of our wildlife in 
Australia are facing.  

15/8/2021 Pauline & Shane produced an article in the Tea Tree Gully Grapevine. Fact checked 
by Linda Collins, approved by coordination team.  

25/9/2021 Our first Nature Festival Event, Explore Bat World. Education session, Colony tour 
and fly out. Show bags were given to the children attending. Attended by 76 people  

29/9/2021 Nature Festival Second event, Explore Bat World. 
Education session, Colony tour and fly out. Show bags were given to 
the children attending. Attended by 108 people.  

3/10/2021 Nature Festival Third event, Explore Bat World. Kids picnic, 
Education session, Colony tour and fly out. Show bags were given to 
the children attending. Attended by 85 people. All of our Nature 
Festival events were funded entirely by the Bat Education team from 
garage sales and other fundraising to cover all costs. We held the 
Nature Festival events as donation only and we raised $1,090.46 
which was transferred in its entirety to the Fauna Rescue Account on 
11th October 2021.  

8/10/2021 Barb Lugg & Kathryn Conlin attended Playford Womens Shed, for Bat related kids 
activities and stories.  

4/11/2021 Pauline & Shane - podcast with the “Just Animals” team from San Francisco. This was 
a discussion around barbed wire, fruit netting entanglements and heat stress events and how 
we deliver care and ways the public can help and be vigilant. 

13/11/2021 Pauline & Shane - podcast with the “Just Animals” team from San Francisco. This 
was a discussion on raising orphan Flying-foxes and we had our babies at the time so they could 
see them being fed and cuddled!  

1/12/2021 Shane did an article in the Salisbury Aware magazine called “Going Batty for a good 
cause” Shane lives in the council area do was appropriate. Article fact checked by Linda Collins 
and approved by coordination team.  
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19/1/2022 Pauline & Shane podcast with “Wildtalk Caring for Carers” from Canberra. This was 
centred around the trauma of the things rescuers and carers see and how they can help us with 
counselling for our members.  

16/2/2022 Shane did a phone interview with Claire Peddie from The Advertiser. There had been 
bad publicity surrounding Flying-foxes causing blackouts.  

18/2/2022 Shane did a live radio interview with Jules from Drivetime on ABC regarding the 
blackouts also.  

2/2/2022 Pauline & Shane had a discussion with SAPN St Mary’s around the viability and 
effectiveness of having rescue kits on board the vehicles.  

24/2/2022 Pauline & Shane interview with Bianca Vlahos on radio 5PBA regarding recent 
articles in the media vilifying Flying-foxes.  

10/3/2022 Pauline & Shane - Article in The Barossa Leader magazine. Fact checked by Linda 
Collins, approved by coordination team.  

30/3/2022 Pauline & Shane - Article in Gawler Bunyip magazine. Fact checked by Linda Collins. 
Approved by coordination team.  

14/5/2022 Pauline & Shane held “Angels of the Night” as part of the Australasian Bat Society 
Bat Night. Educational talk, colony tour and flyout. Attended by 25 people.  

7/6/2022 Pauline & Shane - World Environment Day with Adelaide Botanic High School and St 
Mary’s Memorial school. Educational talk, colony tour and activity sheets to take back to school. 
A copy of the Doug Gimesey book, “Life upside Down” was also given to the schools for their 
library. 70 students attended 

16/6/2022 Pauline & Shane - Hope Valley Cubs group. Educational talk, story, activities. 
Attended by 35 children plus leaders and parents.  

20/6/2022 Alice - Probus Woodcroft General 
Fauna Rescue presentation representing several 
species.  

27/6/2022 Pauline & Shane - Valley View Kindy 
group #1 story, bat related activities. Expected 
attendance 35 children plus parents and 
teachers.  

30/6/2022 Pauline & Shane - Valley View Kindy group #2 story, bat related activities. Expected 
attendance 35 children plus parents and teachers. We have many bookings in our calendar at 
present up until baby season is with us again. 
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SPECIES REPORTS 
1st April 2021 – 31st March 2022 

BIRDS 

It was a busy year. We are always in need of new carers, preferably with large aviaries.  

Over 200 young Magpies we’re in care. Quite often unnecessarily due 
to not having exact location details provided. Obviously, we’d prefer 
to return birds home but this isn't always an option.  

There has been a rise in throat worm and magpie pox which we are 
currently still researching the best treatments with the fastest 
outcome.  

Traps have also become a great tool for catching sick an injured 
birds who can't fly. 50 Magpies have been caught this way this 
year. Ailments range from broken beaks, injured legs, magpie 
pox and throat worm but the main reason is twine wrapped 
around their legs. 

Chris Tanton 
Magpie Coordinator  
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FLYING FOXES 
Grey-headed Flying-fox – Pteropus poliocephalus 

After the resignation of Ella Kuhnert as a Flying-fox & Microbat Coordinator, we appointed 
Alison Teare in June 2021 to join Katrina Boardman and Jackie Hunt as a member of the 
coordination Team, assisted by Linda Collins as a Flying-fox consultant. 

Bat Team members continue to attend every New Members Workshop to inform new members about 
working with bats and encouraging them to become involved. Vaccinations are expensive (approx 
$450), so it is extremely difficult to recruit new team members. We are able to inform those already 
vaccinated against Rabies, that all they require is a blood test for their titre and possibly a booster. 

This season unfortunately we only managed to recruit one new carer for orphans, with two of last 
season’s carers unable to carry on with the role due to availability.  We did, however, manage to 
recruit several new rescuers and some members who are not vaccinated to help at heat stress events, 
who have been fully trained for their roles assisting us. 

A comprehensive training program was undertaken again this year. 

These training sessions and meetings were planned, written and presented by Linda Collins. We 
continue to be forever indebted to Linda Collins for all her work assisting us with the vast amount 
of work undertaken in operating a professional, informed and cohesive team. 

Training & Presentations 

▪ Introduction to Flying-foxes & Microbats 

▪ Flying-fox Rescue 

▪ Orphaned Flying-fox Hand Rearing 

▪ Advanced Flying-fox Hand Rearing 

▪ Flying-fox Heat Stress Events 

The Introduction to Flying-foxes & Microbats, Flying-fox Rescue, 
Orphaned Flying-fox Hand-rearing and Flying-fox Heat Stress 
Events training will take place each year in the lead up to the 
following season. An Advanced Flying-fox Carers Workshop has 
also been written and is presented if required. 

Housing 
On 3rd November 2021 we were granted permission keep our release facility permanently on site 
in Botanic Park, which will reduce the work and cost of erecting and dismantling it each season. We 
now need to fund a permanent perimeter fence and vermin proofing and a storage shed for 
equipment.  The current fencing is still on loan to us. 

On 5th February we had a good turn out of Bat Team members for a working bee to clean, clear 
undergrowth and undertake repairs to the release aviary in readiness for this season’s occupants. 
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Whilst on site, unfortunately a disaster occurred when 
two of the main roosting pine trees came down over 
the gully by the bridge, taking out three smaller trees 
with them. It was very lucky that so many rescuers 
were in attendance and also, that no humans were 
injured during the collapse. Fortunately, only four bats 
were injured two with broken arms were sadly 
euthanised, one uninjured lactating female was 
released and one bat with a facial injury was taken 
into care and released at a later date. 

Thanks to all who attended to help out and ended up 
part of a search and rescue mission. 

The warehouse area of the Fauna Rescue Headquarters was again set up in readiness to receive bats 
for temporary housing if a Heat Stress Event occurred this season. 

Heat Stress Events 
Again this 2021-2022 Flying-fox season was kind to both the bats and the team members, as we had 
no Heat Stress Events at all. On the hot days we did have, extra colony checks were undertaken and 
the bats were monitored by team members throughout the day. 

WOMADelaide 11-14 March 
Following 2021’s pandemic-driven relocation to King 
Rodney Park, WOMADelaide 2022 returned to Botanic 
Park. We were again invited by the University of Adelaide 
to attend the “Bat Information Tent” located within the 
colony for the duration of the festival. Several of our 
Flying-fox and Microbat Team members were on hand to 
provide information, answer questions and often dispel 
myths regarding the bats. 

 

Bunnings BBQ  26 March 
The Bat Team held a Bunnings BBQ to help raise much needed funds to go towards the cost 
renovations of the release aviary and a microchip scanner. 

Fruit Chopping 
Once again, Kathryn Conlin undertook the organisation of feeding the bats at release stage and the 
roster for the chopping team. The team worked at Headquarters every day from 19th February 

2022, when the Flying-foxes entered the release aviary and concluded on 26th May, when support 
feeding ended.  A huge thank you to Kathryn and all members of the chopping team who worked 
every day to keep the bats fed and also to the vaccinated members of the team, who cleaned and 
fed the bats in all weathers at the release aviary during this period. 
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Release 
Twenty Fauna Rescue hand-reared young, a hand-reared and a juvenile from the satellite colony at 
Millicent, a recovered juvenile caught in netting and one recovered from a pinned fractured arm, 
were successfully released back into the colony from the release aviary in Botanic Park. 

Bat Rescue South Australia, the other bat rescue group, who is granted permission to use the Fauna 
Rescue release facility, placed twenty three bats into the aviary to join ours as the numbers were too 
low for separate releases this season. 

A total of forty seven bats entered the release aviary on 19th February 2022 and were subsequently 
released on 23rd March 2022. 

This year unfortunately the release of our hand-reared flying-foxes was not quite the same joyful and 
rewarding experience that it usually is. This was because it was tarnished by a research project run by 
external organisations that involved fitting GPS tracking collars to some of the animals. Fauna Rescue 
voiced their objections to collars being fitted on juvenile animals who are still growing; however, the 
project still went ahead. The stress caused by this event negatively impacted many of our carers and 
team members and we would like to acknowledge the gratitude we feel for services like Wildtalk at 
times like this, as well as the support received from peer’s interstate. 

In spite of the outside influences on our release, it is also important not to let the negative events 
make us forget that our team successfully released forty seven animals back to the wild and this was 
the cumulative effort of rescuers, carers from both groups and months of support from fruit choppers 
and Fauna Rescue bat team members, who feed and cleaned at the release site. Anytime you wander 
around the Botanic Park Colony and see a banded bat in the trees, that bat is there, alive and free 
because of help from all of those people. This is what fuels our resilience to get us through the tough 
times. 

Support feeding was completed by 26th May 2022. 

Banding 
All the bats that are taken into care and then subsequently released, continue to be banded by 
Wayne Boardman, a trained bat bander. This includes all the hand-reared young, that are firstly 
micro-chipped in order to identify for weights and measures in crèche, as they are too young to 
band  at that  stage. This gives us the opportunity to record the data of these animals if they either 
come back into care or are found deceased. Members of the public are much more likely to report a 
deceased bat with a band as it will be seen to have some significance. 

Microchip Scanner 
We were very fortunate to have the use of a microchip scanner provided by Terry Reardon, a 
microbat specialist, again this year. The scanner is usually used to collect data of micro-chipped 
microbats as they enter and leave the Naracoorte caves. Terry came to the rescue and again set up 
the scanner on one side of the release aviary where they were being support fed on the outside of 
the aviary. 

Last year we found that it worked as well for the hand-reared flying-foxes that had been micro- 
chipped, as it did microbats. Again, we were able to see that the bats were still alive and feeding, as 
well as the times that they were returning to the aviary to feed. 
  



 

P a g e  | 16 

 

 
Our spirits were lifted by the discovery that two bats released last year and one from the year before 
visited the release aviary. Knowing those animals are still out there and very likely will be having young 
of their own, reinforces that the months of work we do are paying off for the animals we raise and 
release. 

We would still like to purchase our own scanner for use every year, now we have seen the benefit of 
the data it can provide, as we can’t continue to rely on borrowing Terry’s as it may be in use next 
year. 

New Equipment 
Earlier in the year Aldi sold some items that were of great use 
to us bat carers who are involved with observing the colony. 
The first was a Night Vision Device, which is essentially 
binoculars with infrared technology, that will also take 
photographs and video footage under night conditions. The 
second was a Wildlife Camera, which is waterproof and can 
record day and night. Several of the team purchased these 
items and it was wonderful to observe and record the flying-
foxes coming down to the aviary to feed once released. 

Colony Sprinkler System 
An application for a grant from Wires was eventually successful and a sprinkler system has been 
installed in four chosen trees. A small amount of testing has taken place, but without a Heat Stress 
Event taking place this season, the full effect has not been able to be observed. 

Unfortunately, the duckweed present around the intake area of the pump has resulted in it clogging 
and has halted testing. This problem has to be resolved before the sprinklers can be tested again and 
introduced slowly, so the bats can get used to the noise and sensation. There is only four months 
before a possible Heat Stress Event could occur. 

Understory Planting 

The understory planting that was undertaken by the Botanics within the area of the colony, below the 
taller trees, has been partially successful. The area planted down the slope near the creek has thrived, 
whilst the area planted around the gully near the bridge has not. We seriously need far more planting 
to create an understory that is effective in high temperatures, giving the bats a cooler, shaded area to 
move into. When flying-foxes get heat stressed, they will seek cooler areas by coming down low to 
more shaded areas, but this has not been an option for them within the Adelaide colony, due to the 
lack of understory.  This planting will take many years to grow but will hopefully, one day help with 
lowering mortality during heat stress events. 

Grants 
An application for a grant from Wires was eventually successful for the installation of a sprinkler 
system. 

We are on the look out for a grant to apply for more planting of under story within the colony to 
protect the bats on high temperature days and reduce mortality, funds for upgrading and vermin 
proofing the release aviary and a microchip scanner. 
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Flying-fox Fly Out Counts 
We continue to undertake monthly Flying-fox fly out counts. These 
regular counts are undertaken as the flying-fox population is fluid 
and the numbers of bats in the colony rise and fall at different 
times of the year. We can also monitor the direction that the 
majority of the bats fly in, which is linked to the availability of food 
(mostly nectar & pollen from native flowering trees) at the time. 
We now have a diverse range of people attending these counts 
after advertising on our public Facebook page “Bats of Adelaide 
city” and Bat Team members spreading the word. We have team 
members often accompanied by friends or family, new members 
interested in joining the team, vets, vet students and members of 
the public with an interest in bats. 

SA Power Networks Innovation Think Tank 
On 23rd May 2022 SA Power Networks held a Flying-fox Innovation Think Tank meeting. Stakeholders 
were bought together to collaborate and co-design a possible future that balances human and 
conservation needs where power is concerned. The focus was on the considerable numbers of mainly 
juvenile flying-foxes that are electrocuted, causing both death to the bats and many outages for SA 
Power Networks customers. Six members of Fauna Rescue Flying -fox & Microbat Team attended this 
event. 

Linda Collins is working collaboratively with SAPN to bring the Fauna Rescue, Bat Rescue and SAPN 
data together to identify problem areas for electrocutions, so there is a starting point in rolling out 
ways of making the power lines safer for wildlife. It is great to see SAPN being so proactive and 
driving this project forward. 

Grey-headed Flying-fox Stakeholders Meeting 
After a break of over two years due to the pandemic, a stakeholders  meeting was held on 8th July 
2022. There were discussions regarding the Horticultural Netting Infrastructure Program, health and 
disease, the SA Power Networks power line project, the sprinklers and camp cooling, rescue and 
release, Womad, heat stress event planning and response. 

Linda Collins and Jackie Hunt attended as representatives for Fauna Rescue. 

Moving Forward 
In addition to rescue, rehabilitation and release, our team has been branching out into public outreach 
and education endeavours.   We launched a Facebook page “Bats of Adelaide City - Rescue, 
Rehabilitation, Conservation and Education” to improve the public image of Flying-foxes and Microbats 
and it has been very successful, encouraging members of the public to attend the monthly flying-fox 
counts, attend our information day and the colony tours run by our Education Team. 
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The Bat Education Team have carried out many public education talks, children’s bat activities and 
colony tours. Members of this team have met with councils to help them better address the 
frequently asked questions they get from the public and also SA Power Networks to plan how best to 
work together to reduce flying-fox electrocutions. We have also created two information brochures, 
one with general information about Bats and the other about Wildlife Safe Netting, which is 
applicable to all species. 

(see attached Education Team report) 

2021 National Flying-fox Forum 
The National Flying-fox Forum was unable to be held in Adelaide last year, due to the pandemic, but 
it did take place online. Fauna Rescue had sponsored this event, so our logo appeared on the 
advertising and printed matter for the event. Fauna Rescue funded tickets for those from the team 
who wanted to participate. 

Again, it is planned that the Forum be held in Adelaide this year on a date to be announced (in 
September) at the Sanctuary, Adelaide Zoo. We look forward to attending in person this time! 

It will be a great opportunity for the Fauna Rescue Flying-fox team to receive some recognition for all 
the fabulous work they do, not only with the rescue, rehabilitation and release of the bats but with 
their extremely accurate data collection and recording as well. 

MICROBATS 
Policy 
We are well underway with the writing of a Microbat policy in line with the Flying-fox policy All 
team members will be required to read, sign and abide by this policy. 

Training 
We are fortunate to have Terry Reardon to assist us with the Microbat training and grateful for his 
offer of assistance with such things as identification and relocation of rescued animals. 

A Care & Management of Microbats training workshop has been held where Terry did a presentation 
about different species, identification and roosts. Katrina Boardman then followed with a presentation 
on rescue, care, feeding, housing and release of Microbats and the equipment required. 

There seems to be an improved amount of interest from those who wish to care for microbats in the 
future. 

Data 
We would like to create a Microbat database to enable us to collect the same high level of data on 
Microbat rescue and care as we do for Flying-foxes. 
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KANGAROOS 
 

This year has been a difficult one with joey rescues as we do not have very many places free due to 

the vast majority of our permanent carers being at capacity in their enclosures.  However, we have 

done our very best to get all our rescues placed outside Fauna Rescue with a few going to new Fauna 

Rescue carers and some to permanent carers who still have space.  

This brings me to the next problem.   As we are so stretched, we are 

desperately in need of more people with property to consider keeping 

rescued kangaroos permanently.   Kangaroos do need space, and 

enclosures of around two or three acres will accommodate 8 – 12 

kangaroos ideally or at the most 21.  (Best ratio is 4 and not more than 7 

kangaroos to the acre).  They require a shelter shed and a well treed yard 

with some shrubbery as well.   Fences need to be 2metres high and the 

enclosure must be fox proof.   We have a good Enclosure document we 

can send to anyone to help with planning. 

On a positive note, I must thank our amazing and dedicated team of shooters/rescuers.   These 

wonderful men answer our calls from the public via the Helpline or Answering Machine who find 

kangaroos hit by cars, lying helpless in paddocks, hanging from fences they have failed to jump 

successfully or down open wells, in hoppers at wineries or caught in gaps between walls and fences 

etc.    Unfortunately, the majority of these calls result in the kangaroo having to be humanely 

euthanised but occasionally a rescue can be carried out and the kangaroo is set free.  Without this 

team so many kangaroos would be left to die long slow and painful deaths.  We have to thank 

Andreas Kiermeier in particular for preparing our excellent Standard Operating Procedure which all 

our shooters abide by. If there are any experienced shooters who would consider joining this group, 

we will help you acquire the correct licence and make sure you have a mentor to get you going. 

This year Jo Geyer agreed to become one of our Kangaroo Coordinators 

and has taken a great deal of the responsibility over the past three or four 

months whilst I have been recovering from surgery.   Without her help 

things would have fallen in a heap.  So many, many thanks to Jo. 

 

Diana McGregor 
Kangaroo Coordinator 
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POSSUMS 
BRUSHTAIL AND RINGTAIL 

 
The Fauna Rescue Possum Team has continued to be very busy all year round still applying the 
COVID 19 safety measures – keeping the distance and hygiene protocol.  

Statistics – The stats below show the possums that all our carers have had in care since  
July 21-June 22 

 

Species July 2021 – June 2022 

Brushtails  488 

Ringtails  240 

Unknown  3 

 

Reunited Joeys - We are continuing to have success of reuniting joeys with their mothers which has 
taken the pressure off our dedicated carers. A lot of our carers are gaining experience in doing the 
reunites as well under the guidance of experienced possum carers especially in reuniting.  

Possums Boxes – Our Men’s Shed Program is jointly funded by the City of Onkaparinga and the 
Commonwealth Department at the Elizabeth House Positive Ageing Centre and continues to support 
us kindly making 80 Fauna Rescue Possum boxes. We are again greatly appreciative of Sherman, the 
City of Onkaparinga and Elizabeth House for all their support as it is a vital step towards encouraging 
a good relationship between possums and people, ensuring the survival of our native possum 
species.  

We would also like to thank Bron’s husband Keith from Meadows (Bron is one of our dedicated 
possum carers) for making possum boxes for us as well.  

AKAWC – Most of the possum carers have been taking possums to the AKAWC which have been 
beneficial to our carers giving them more knowledge on the sort of treatments we can use for a 
variety illnesses and injuries.  

Education – Fauna Rescue has recently organised and held a First Aid Wildlife Course conducted by 
Anne Fowler which was made available for all current members of Fauna Rescue. They have also 
organised the Introduction to Wildlife Rescue Course run by WIRES Inc which is an online 
programme.  

 

Jill Caruso (Specialised Advanced Carer/Educator/Mentor)  
Dina De Ruyter (Specialised Advanced Carer/Educator/Mentor)  
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REPTILES 

The most frequent calls relating to reptiles, turtles and amphibians (frogs) 
particularly during the warmer months i.e. (high reptile activity) have been 
dominated by animal attacks to Blue Tongue Skinks (Tiliqua scincoides), some 
requiring to be euthanised and many requiring short term after care for their 
injuries.  

To a lesser extent there has been a number of Shingle Back Skinks (Tiliqua 
rugosa) and the Eastern Bearded Dragon (Pogona barbata) presenting as 
injured mainly due to animal attacks but sometimes due to vehicle impact. 

The Central Bearded Dragon (Pogona vitticeps) is a cousin to the locally 
occurring (P barbata ) and presents from time to time, mainly as an escaped pet being popular in the 
pet trade, its natural range being generally north of Port Pirie to the north of 
Adelaide. 

By far the most common reptile occurring in the metropolitan urban 
landscape is the Blue Tongue Skink which has been a real success story in 
terms of its adaptation to the human environment. This is reflected in the 
prevalence calls relating to this species. 

Next on the list of frequent calls features the two local native freshwater 
turtles, the Eastern Long Necked Turtle (Chelonian longicollis) and the 
Macquarie River Turtle (Emydura macquarii), the latter being endemic to the Murray River 
catchment but now common in the Adelaide region due to its popularity and proliferation in the pet 
trade. It is now abundant in most of the manmade wetlands and stormwater detention lakes around 
Adelaide due mainly to being released by its owners but would also include escapes. The Eastern 
Long Necked Turtle is a local resident of the Adelaide region and is seen less frequently and is 
probably less abundant than the former introduced species these days. Both species are regularly 
found crossing roadways in search of alternative habitats for food and for breeding and often 
present after being hit by cars. 

Since the advent of winter, I have observed an unusually high number of reptile calls during this 
period comparative to previous years with lizards being found in a lethargic state in the open during 
wet and cold weather.  

In my view and those of a number of reptile specialists attribute this 
situation to a viral pathogen, which seems to be inflicting mainly the blue 
tongue and shingle back skinks; having been well documented in Western 
Australia where the pathogens have decimated large populations, 
particularly of the latter species and has been given the name Bobtail Flu. It 
is characterised by the general lethargy and inability of the lizards to thermo 
regulate during the cooler months, often being found lying in the open on 
cold rainy days when the animals should in fact be brumating. i.e. 
(hibernating) 

Treatments using anti viral medications have led to some success in outcomes for animals which 
would otherwise perish. 

Nick Davies 
Reptile Coordinator 
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WOMBATS 

I feel very fortunate to have been appointed Wombat Coordinator late last year.  Southern Hairy-

nosed Wombats are our states Fauna Emblem and are amazing characters.  

Southern Hairy-nosed Wombats can be found mainly in the Riverland, the 

Yorke Peninsula and the Eyre Peninsula. Common Wombats also known as 

Bare-nosed Wombats are found mainly in the south-east of our state. Fauna 

Rescue only receives a few calls regarding wombats each year. Most of the 

wombats I have received into care come from the Eyre Peninsula. 

I recently got a gorgeous golden Southern Hairy-Nosed (Lasiorhinus latifrons) 

male who we have named Manuka.  His mother was hit by a car and he was 

very lucky that one of the Elliston Police officers stopped and checked her 

pouch where he found a very healthy, although mite infested, little boy. He 

was then collected by another Police Officer 

from Coffin Bay who is a Fauna Rescue member and looks after 

kangaroo joeys occasionally. We are very lucky to have such a great 

network of people in SA getting animals to endorsed carers. Manuka 

is now in my care and will be until he is quite a bit bigger.  Like 

kangaroos, wombats cannot be released back to the wild so we will 

find him a caring, loving home later where he can live out his life.  He 

is a real character and although still very young and only 3kg he is 

able to launch himself onto the couch and make himself comfortable.  

He loves interacting with the other wombats I have in care but he is a 

bit bossy, even with his humans.  

 

SOME FUN FACTS ABOUT WOMBATS 

1. Wombats can grow up to a metre in length and up to around 35 kilograms in weight. 

2. There are three different species of wombats, the Southern Hairy-nosed wombat, the Northern 

Hairy-nosed wombat and the Common (also known as Bare-nosed) wombat. 

3. Wombats have a backwards facing pouch so when mum is digging a burrow her pouch doesn’t 

fill with dirt. 

4. Wombat poo is square. This helps stop it from rolling away when they mark their territory with 

it. 

5. Their closest relative is the Koala.   

6. A group of wombats is called a Wisdom of Wombats. 

7. They can run at speeds of up to 40km an hour for short distances 

which is faster than most humans. 

8. Their teeth never stop growing which is why they chew so much. 

9. It can take around 4 to 6 days for them to digest a meal. 

10. During bushfires, wombat burrows can become places of shelter for 

other small animals. 

Sue Barendregt 
Wombat Coordinator 
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SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 
 

WITH THANKS TO OUR VALUABLE SPONSORS AND 
SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AND A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR FRIENDS 
**All photo contributions for the Annual Report cover are courtesy of Jasmine Connellan, Julie Sayer,  

Jackie Hunt and Sue Barendregt** 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
AND 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 


