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Chairperson’s Comments 
I would like to thank all those members who attended the 
AGM in July, and the Special General Meeting held the week 
before.  Many issues have been noted from the Special 
General Meeting and those that need to be corrected, will be 
implemented as soon as possible.   

The Minutes for the Special General Meeting are available in 
the members section of the Fauna Rescue website.  

We need to remember that there must be a level of care and 
respect amongst members and that mistakes may be made. 
There may be unseen reasons or events happening in an 
individual’s personal life that we don’t know about.  We need 
to always act in a professional manner and to try not to take 
negativity personally.   I hope we can continue to move 
forward as a cohesive organization in unity, with our goal of 
Rescuing, Rehabilitating and Releasing our wildlife being our 
main focus.  

The current members of the Committee are: 

Executive Committee 

Marie Kozulic – Chairperson 

Mark Kilroy  
   – Assistant Chairperson 

Catherine Laidlaw – Treasurer 

Vanessa Cartland – Secretary  
 

Committee Members 

Alison Teare 

Jackie Hunt 

Julie Sayer 

Kerrie Kelly 

Kim Sutterby 

Kimberley Raoux 

Leeann Rundle 

Pauline Cameron 

Sue Barendregt 

 

Since the AGM we have had 2 Committee meetings, held at 
Head Quarters, to unite the Committee as a team, rather 
than the impersonal form of video conferencing of  recent 
times.  We will still have some video conferencing meetings 
but have committed to more face-to-face meetings than in 
the past now that COVID restrictions have been lifted.   

We are now in our busy Spring season, and I encourage 
everyone who has not had a call for a while to check if they 
are “on call" for rescues and care.  We are always in need of 
carers for birds and possums.  If you have attended a 
workshop, have your aviary set up and are able to commit to 
the care of our wildlife please make sure that you are 
registered as an “on call” member.   You will need to have, 
or be in the process of applying for, a Wildlife Carer Permit 
to care for animals; there may be an experienced carer who 
is in your area who can help and assist you gain experience 
to be able to apply for a permit if you do not have one.  
Please send an email to memberships@faunarescue.org.au 
to ask if there is a member in your area who can assist you. 
Important reminder – We are now able to record permit 
numbers in the new database.   

Once your permit has been 
obtained or renewed please send 
details to 
memberships@faunarescue.org.au
so that your membership details 
can be updated.  Please include the 
animals you have a permit to care 
for.   If you need assistance in 
applying for your Wildlife Carer 
Permit, please contact a 
Coordinator or Educator, or email 
admin@faunarescue.org.au.  

Kind regards,  
Marie. 

mailto:memberships@faunarescue.org.au
mailto:memberships@faunarescue.org.au
mailto:admin@faunarescue.org.au
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IMPORTANT 
NOTICES 

2022 Workshop Dates 

Please book your tickets via the Fauna Rescue website. 
bookings are now open 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/events/ 
8 October - Flying-fox Rescue Workshop 

  Venue: FR Headquarters 

  24 Gaelic Avenue Holden Hill   
9 October - New Member Orientation 

  Venue: Tusmore  Masonic Hall,  
  1 Fisher St Tusmore 

23 October - Bird Workshop 

  Venue: Tusmore Masonic Hall,  
  1 Fisher St Tusmore 

 

Please put these dates in your diary.  
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Volunteers Needed—Can you Help 
Carers Urgently Needed for all Species 

If you would like to learn how to care for injured or orphaned wildlife, 
please attend our Workshops for the species you are interested in. You can 
also contact the relevant Species Co-Ordinator  - see Co-ordinators List for 
contact details:   https:/Coordinator List 

Fauna Rescue Hotline vacancies 

We are always recruiting for Hotline team members. 
 

The Hotline is an essential part of Fauna Rescue, and our team are the 
front line of communication with the public. We coordinate rescues for 
injured and orphaned animals and birds, and at this time of year we 
take up to 1,700 calls a month shared around 20 of us. That’s up to 
1,700 animals and birds in one month that we have directly helped. 
 

We provide full training for this important role. You work from home 
with your own phone. You need to be available for at least 2.5 hours a 
week, and have good problem solving, communication and 
organisational skills. 
 

If this sounds like it could be you, please ring me on 0403 130 958 and 
have a chat? 

 

Thanks 

Sue Gredley (Hotline Coordinator) 

Can you Help 

Do you have skills that you 
are willing to assist Fauna 
Rescue with? 
We would appreciate 
volunteers with the following 
skills or experience: 

• Resolution Officer – . 
• Grants Officer  
• Volunteer Coordinator  
• Assistant Phone Coordinator  
• Training Team Members  
• Possum Coordinator/Team 

Leaders  
• Bird Coordinator/Team 

Leaders  
Please send Expression of 
Interest to: 
admin@faunarescue.org.au 

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those 
of Fauna Rescue of SA Inc. No responsibility is taken for any 
actions or outcome from information within this publication. 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/events/
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Species-Coordinator-List-17Jan22-1.pdf
mailto:admin@faunarescue.org.au
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IMPORTANT 
NOTICES 

 

 

Fauna Rescue of SA Inc is pleased to be able to offer the Wildlife Rescue online training course to new members as well as a 
personal development opportunity to its current membership. 
WIRES Inc has partnered with Fauna Rescue of SA Inc for 2022 to offer introductory level training to members seeking to 
become involved in wildlife rescue. 
The Introduction to Wildlife Rescue Course is designed to help wildlife rescue organisations recruit and train more new 
volunteers faster, to begin rescuing the animals most commonly reported needing assistance, including birds, possums, lizards 
and turtles. The course aims to deliver the following objectives: 
• Introduce WHS risks involved in rescuing and transporting injured wildlife, assess injuries and contain the animal without 

inducing further stress or trauma. 
• Equip participants with the ability to confidently handle low risk wildlife species animals, identify injuries and disease as 

well as minimise stress. 
• Familiarise participants with the key aspects of species identification and develop the skills and techniques to accurately 

determine the species that has been rescued. 
Normally $30 pp, the Introduction to Wildlife Rescue Course will be offered for free for 2022 to those who sign up to the course 
under the WIRES Inc and Fauna Rescue of SA Inc grant agreement. 
REGISTER - If you wish to sign up – please log into the Fauna Rescue members website; go to the Training site and click the link 
on the notice to complete the Wildlife Rescue Online Training Course form. 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/members 

We wish to thank WIRES Inc for its support and our members for taking the time to complete the form - it should take no 
longer than a couple of minutes to complete. The information will be sent to WIRES who will send your login information for the 
course. 

WILDLIFE RESCUE ONLINE TRAINING COURSE 

Coles donates excess fruit and vegetables to charitable 
organisations (SecondBite). 
We have been advised that food available for individual 
animal carers is generally very bruised and damaged 
fruit. However, if you have specific requirements for 
wildlife in your care you should contact Eliza Hobba on 
0421 675 572 or  email at Eliza.Hobba@coles.com.au. 
Eliza will put you in contact with your local store team 
to discuss your requirements. 

Animal Records: Please enter your animal 
records via the Website (old system) in order to 
claim for food reimbursement. The new database 
is not yet available to enter animal records. 

BOTANIC PARK 
 

WOMADelaide love to advertise their worldly, respect-

for-nature. 
However, despite backlash in 2018, WOMADelaide has 
decided to invite Gratte Ciel -Place Des Anges back to 
their 2023 Festival. This performance involves dumping 
thousands of feathers from dead ducks onto Botanic 
Park. Not only is this a wasteful support of the animal 
agriculture industry, the thousands of feathers will 
destroy the local environment, endangering waterways 
and the flying foxes that call Botanic Park home. If 
Gratte Ciel are a company worth their salt, they won’t 
need to resort to cheap, extravagant tricks to be 
memorable. We encourage them to carry out their 
performance without feathers.  
If you would like to join those wishing to stop this 
unacceptable disrespect for wildlife, not least the ducks 
that will be slaughtered for their feathers, please sign 
the petition,  via this link:  https://chng.it/r5F6BxLnzx 

DEW Wildlife Carer Permits 

When you have received your Wildlife Carer Permit or 
renewal from the Department of Environment and Water, 
would you please provide the following information to:  
memberships@faunarescue.org.au to update your 
membership details on the new databse: 
• Wildlife Carer Permit number 

 RC0000000A 

• Expiry date 

 30 June 2023 

• Species 

 Common Brushtail Possum 

 Common Ringtail Possum 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/members
mailto:Eliza.Hobba@coles.com.au
https://chng.it/r5F6BxLnzx
mailto:memberships@faunarescue.org.au
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SUPPORT FOR 
WILDLIFE 

CARERS AND 
RESCUERS 

The following two organizations provide mental health 

assistance to all Wildlife Carers and Rescuers to help 

them cope with the stress they may need to deal with in 

caring for our native wildlife. 

Please contact them if you need assistance. 

Two Green Threads is on a mission to inspire, 
support and rejuvenate the many individuals who 
invest so much of themselves helping native wildlife. 
We acknowledge that the role of a wildlife volunteer 
can be a journey of extremes – reward and 
fulfilment, alongside relentless effort and possibly 
grief – moments that give, and moments that take. 
Each day and week will vary, and our non-wildlife 
moments also contribute to our volunteering 
energy, outlook, nervous systems and over all 
wellbeing. The experiences, occasions and intensity 
which fills or empties our buckets are unique to 
each of us. 
Let’s recognize that we have a bucket and that there 
must be a conscious effort to refill. 
The ‘Refill Your Bucket’ campaign is an initiative by 
Two Green Threads, a registered national charity 
created to energize and inspire the service of our 
wildlife volunteers, enabling a supported and 
resilient tribe of individuals and wildlife groups 
looking after our native wildlife. 
Learn more about Two Green Threads at Two Green 
Threads – Supporting Wildlife Carers 
www.twogreenthreads.org 

 

Learn more about Two Green Threads at 
www.twogreenthreads.org 

 

WildTalk has been set up to help people working 
with Australian wildlife in a volunteer or paid 
capacity. 
It is designed to provide an assistance program to all 
rescuers, carers, veterinary professionals and 
researchers through times of illness, injury or crisis 
that have an impact on mental health. 
Established in 2019, WildTalk recognizes a need to 
support the wildlife rescue and rehabilitation 
workers in unique ways. As such, our service is 
provided independently of any wildlife organization, 
giving our clients the confidence to be open  and 
candid. 
Working with wildlife is a rewarding path in life. 
WildTalk recognizes that caring about wildlife comes 
with a variety of unique challenges and we are here 
to help. 
Each individual will be able to access up to 6 sessions 

If you need support, we are here for you. 

WildTalk—1300 945 382 

Email - info@wildtalk.org.au 

Please see Page 5 for additional information from 
Wildtalk 

https://twogreenthreads.org/
https://twogreenthreads.org/
http://www.twogreenthreads.org
http://www.twogreenthreads.org
mailto:info@wildtalk.org.au
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Baby Season is upon us! 

Possums 

Severe Eye Ulcers in Brushtails 

During the year we have had orphaned Brushtail possum joeys found on the 
ground who came into care with severe eye ulcers. 

The severity of these ulcers can be seen without staining. The vet will check 
severity by placing a drop of stain into each eye. By turning off the lights and 
using an ultra violet light this will illuminate the ulcers bright green (attached 
photo). 

We were able to have a Brushtail possum joey assessed by an Ophthalmologist - 
(many thanks to the Adelaide Koala and Wildlife Centre (AKWC) Vet). 

Summary Outcome- Suspect exposure keratitis due to lack of nerve function. 
There was no sign of infection but could be a toxin resulting in the neurological 
signs. 

“Exposure keratopathy”(also known as exposure keratitis) is damage to the cornea 
due to dryness caused by incomplete or inadequate eyelid closure, resulting in loss 
or insufficiency of the tear film”. 

Treatment - May recover with time, continue to monitor response by applying 
Viscotears as frequently as possible. Tricin initially is used to prevent infection.  The 
eyes of the brushtail joey that received treatment improved after 2 weeks (attached 
photo). 

Results - Research Swabs - Swabs were from six (6) Brushtail possum joeys with eye 
ulcerations.  DNA was extracted and PCR testing was carried out by Adelaide 

University for herpesvirus.  These swabs were all NEGATIVE.  Other viral or bacterial infections may still be playing 
a role, but this rules out herpesvirus involvement. 

MANY THANKS to the Adelaide Koala and Wildlife Centre (AKWC) for arranging the swabs research 

and Adelaide University for testing and providing the results. 
 

Written by Kerrie Kelly 
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Ringtail Wildling Release Program 

 
Firstly, for wildlings to be possibly released we must have an exact location where 
baby was found. 
Story of a little ringtail joey that was found displaced 
earlier in the year and the success of reunite/release 
back into the wild. 
Back in March, a call came in from a local vet about 
a 91gm male ringtail found on the ground by a 
student on their walk to school. 
As the joey was healthy, we returned to the 
location, spotted a number of dreys high up in the 
gum trees and eventually located mum and 
attempted a reunite the same night over a few 
hours. However, mum was hesitant to come down 
and the little boy was desperate to get to mum, but 
she did not come close enough to collect him.   
Due to his size he remained in care and we 
wondered if there was a possibility that we could 
release the joey back once he was a little bigger, 
more independent, knowing where mum was 
located and for him to be accepted back amongst his 
family.   
After much research we started our trial Ringtail 
Wildling Release Program; with the big advantage 
being the joey is only in care for 2-3 weeks instead 
of 4-5months, less likely to be imprinted and have 
behavioural issues and perhaps a better chance of 
survival.   
In April, once the joey had reached the ideal weight, 
we ventured out in the hope of releasing him back;  
we could see mum in the gum tree as soon as we 
arrived. However, on this night the little boy displayed behaviours and mannerisms 
that indicated stress, so we aborted the release. 
The following night we attempted the release again and this time his behaviour was 
relaxed, he was moving freely and trying to climb.  Mum came down with her other 
baby and another ringtail.  
I have returned to the location multiple times and much to my delight found the 
ringtail wildling integrated back with his family members and with his sibling.  

It was the best feeling and a wonderful outcome, with this possum being 

one of a few successful Ringtail Wildling Releases. 
 Written by Julie Sayer 

“Clancy” 
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A Sad Story 
Every rescue is different and has its challenges; some 
will break your heart. 
A member of the public contacted the Fauna Rescue 
hotline and Jean received the call to attend. 
A corella in poor condition with missing feathers had 
been seen on the verge of a service road on a busy 
main road.  The member of the public had been 
feeding this bird for some time but she had been 
unable to get close enough to catch it as it was 
reported to be able to fly.  
Jean asked me to assist to catch this bird. Jean and l 
met at the location with a net, towel, seed and a 
carry basket. We searched along a line of native 
trees and greenery but we were unable to find the 
corella. We spoke to a couple of people living in the 
vicinity, who were also concerned for the bird, which 
appeared early morning but seemed to disappear 
after being fed. It seems the cagey parrot had found 
a way to climb up the rough trunks of trees and hide 
in leafy lower branches, out of view! 
Jean went back the next day and looked again for the 
bird, but no sign of it. There were some very healthy, 
fully feathered corellas, with pristine white feathers, 
in the same area- so different to this poor 
creature.  Very sad. 
We went back the 3rd day, only to be told by local 
residents “it 
was here 
earlier” eating 
seed that they 
had left for it! 
We gave our 
contact details 
to two 
concerned 
residents who 
would call us if 
it was spotted.  
The 4th day 
was like the 
previous 3 
days; pouring 
with rain and 
freezing cold. 
This poor bird disappeared in the rain (not that I 
blamed him with no feathers to protect him from the 
elements). I decided to have another try, so l parked 
nearby and with net, towel & basket, started off 
looking for this evasive creature.  

I couldn't believe it when l saw him.  There he was on the 
ground, some metres ahead of me, and in a wretched 
state.  Large feather loss and the feathers that remained 
were misshapen and dirty. He knew l was after him and 
he moved away quite quickly, constantly changing 
direction and every so often flying/ fluttering 2 or 3 
metres, but close to the ground.   At that moment, two 
young police officers driving by, stopped and asked 'can 
we help'  and l said 'yes please'. 
We were able to surround the corella and l put the net 
over him, wrapped a towel 
over him, thanked the 
police officers  (who had a 
different story to tell when 
they returned to their 
station) and took him 
home. 
I have never seen a parrot 
in such a sad and sorry 
state. 
At home, l put him in a 
covered cage, warmed him 
up gave him water and seed 
and let him rest. 
The next day l took the bird 
to the Southern Animal Hospital  (SAH) at Morphett Vale; 
Tash was working that day.  There was nothing that could 
be done for this poor creature but give it peace.  Many 
thanks to Tash and the SAH.  Thank you for all your help 
with our wildlife. 
This corella had Psittacine beak and feather disease 
(PBFD).  This is seen in the parrot family.   
Psittacine beak and feather disease can cause very high 
death rates in nestlings both in captivity and in the wild. It 
can cause long-term immunological suppression, as well 
as cause feather and beak abnormalities. It can be spread 
by food sharing through the bird’s crop, fresh or dried 
excrement and feather and skin particles. The virus is 
extremely stable in the environment and can survive in 
nest hollows for years. 
It is contagious so will spread to other parrots and also 
affects some other bird species.  There is no cure or 
treatment.  Tame pet birds with the virus may have some 
quality of life with dedicated owners, however euthanasia 
is the only solution for wild birds who will otherwise die a 
horrible death. 
I cannot imagine what it would be like to be living in a 
tree, with half or more of your feathers missing, in a cold, 
wet winter and slowly starving to death, being unable to 
eat with a deformed beak as the disease progresses.   
Fact Sheet: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/
documents/p-c-disease.pdf Written by Sue Rayner & Jean Smith 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/invasive-species/publications/factsheet-beak-and-feather-disease-psittacine-circoviral-disease
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/p-c-disease.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/p-c-disease.pdf
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The Talking Batty Bat Education Team  
An Update from Shane & Pauline  
 

The last few months have been extremely busy for us with 
many presentations and bookings.  
We have conducted presentations for Pre-schools, Primary 
Schools, High Schools, Scout Groups, Probus Clubs with many 
others booked in, still to complete in the next few months. 
With baby season upon us and checks of our colony in full 
swing, we really are having a busy time. 
Our second year at the Nature Festival with "Explore Bat 
World" sold out incredibly fast and we do have a waitlist for 
cancellations for the October dates. 
With school holidays around the corner in October, we have 
several presentations booked in for various council libraries 
holiday activities and learning. 
Our "Bat Warrior Club" for the younger children, was launched 
and the first school to receive their certificates, stickers and 
badges, was Hampstead High School, who now have lots of 
little Bat Warriors running around. 
Our most recent presentation at Fleurieu High School filled the 
school auditorium with over 300 students and a full stage to 
present our PowerPoint presentation on. 
We have had help from Melinda and Alice from the Bat Team 
to do a couple of presentations in their area, Barb has been 
busily making cardboard Christmas bats for our younger 
children's activities and Kathryn has helped Pauline with the 
garage sales we hold periodically to raise funds to help with 
our printing and 
stationery costs. 
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The Echunga Small Acreage Field Day 

Fauna Rescue was invited to attend the Echunga Small Acreage Field Day events on 24 and 25 September. 
The Stirling Rotary Club provided Fauna Rescue with three free sites as well as three marquees, stands to pin up 
posters and trestle tables to provide information on Fauna Rescue. 
A good day was had by all  - the fun included: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andy, First Prize Winner 

2nd Prize 
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Thank you 
Fauna Rescue would like to say 

thank you to all our kind donors;  

Fauna Rescue has received many donations in various forms; We would like to say a special thank you to  you all 
with acknowledgement to the following organizations, companies and members of the public for their substantial 
donations and/or help: 

We also have a number of donation boxes at various locations where kind donations are made. 
 

Jenine Bell, Treasurer. Wildlife Art  Society of Australasia Inc. 
The Estate of  Lorraine Olive Olifent 
The Estate of David Owen Lockier 

One Point Eight Real Estate 

Barry Griffin, Woodcroft Probus Club  
Ruby Williamson Hanna 

Suzanne Phillips 

Victoria ApSimon 

Jonathan Teubner 
Ben Mosman 

Jenny Steel 
Melanie O’Neill 
 

Kerrie Greve 

Graham Liebelt 
Christina Van Mook 

Sally Fox 

Nic Lambert 
Graham Bull 
Regen Shop 

Judith Zehle 

Natasha Benjamin 

Theresa Holmes 

April Bunton 

Merriwyn Thonard 

Varacalli Painters 

John Bednarz 

Irene Petrovs 

Blake Ryan 

Leanne Jones 

Clare Logan 

Sue Gredley 

Margie Humphry 

Sarah Roberts 

Elena Tran 


