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AGENDA  
SPECIAL MEETING SUNDAY 24 JULY 2022  

To be held at Masonic Hall, 1 Fisher St, Tusmore at 11am 

Members only 

Called by: 
Nuria Solsona  

Chris Tanton  

Rachael Anderson 

Maria Yatsova 

Sam Tippett 

Jane Darling 

Aliya Piper 

Dave Plessnig 

Simon Nieto-Sandoval 

Sue Rayner 
 

Committee Members Attending: Marie Kozulic, Liz MacGuinness, Vanessa Cartland; Catherine Laidlaw; Kerrie 

Kelly; Julie Sayer; Tracy Heritage; Jean Smith, Kim Sutterby & Kimberley Raoux. 

 

Apologies received: Sue Barendregt, Jackie Hunt, Fay Sims, Susan O’Neill, Chris Tanton, Marie Amyot 

 

Members attending: (Please see attached) 

 

BACKGROUND BRIEF SUMMARY for this meeting: 

 

Nuria Solsona and Chris Tanton had entered a members property (now ex-member) to confiscate a number of birds 

currently under care there, on the 8th January 2022. 

They had previous concerns in October 2021 about the welfare of birds under this individuals care, but did not 

report it. 

Committee members were made aware of the action of the birds ‘rescue’ as events evolved that day. 
Breaches of Confidentiality had been raised as a concern, in relation to the name of said bird carer which had been 

shared beyond the required normal communication channels within Fauna Rescue. 

Nuria was temporarily asked to step away from her Committee role only following claims of Bullying and 

Discrimination against the Committee in April 2022, whilst these claims were investigated.   

A printout of email traffic pertinent to the meeting was made available at this meeting for members to familiarise 

themselves with the complex background to the claims made. 

 

Meeting commenced 11:01 

 

Introduction 

Marie introduced herself, followed by the following:- 

 

The Act overrides the Constitution. Section 40 of the Association Incorporations Act 195 states that rules of Natural 

Justice must be applied in relation to adjudication of disputes. This is especially when it comes to the principle of 

Natural Justice.  One of the key aspects to Natural Justice is the ability to determine a dispute without any 

perception or actual bias.  

 

The Special Meeting agenda for today is clearly in relation to a dispute between several members and actions 

either taken or not taken by the committee. Section 40 of the Act therefore applies.  

 

From this point forward, this meeting is to be chaired by an external barrister John Lyons.  

Recording of the minutes was initially accepted. 
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The Chair was handed to John. 

John pointed out he was here to ensure natural justice is applied. He is not here to make any judgement or 

determinations but rather to impartially oversee the proceedings.  John also made note that, according to the 

paperwork, there are 2 investigations pending in relation to the events of 8th January 2022, one is with DEW and 

the other with SAPOL. As such anything said at the meeting could be used as evidence and people may be 

subpoenaed. 

 

Discussion ensued with the Action to cease recording. 

Action: Recording CEASED at this point 

 

Note: John is to be paid from general funds, not donations. 

 

The meeting then commenced as per the agenda at 11:48 

 

Business Items 

 
1. The Committee’s handling of the investigation of the events that took place on Sat 8 Jan 2022  

This relates to the care and welfare of animals that were in the possession of a now past member, and all the 

parties involved, both on the day and following, to include accusations of bullying or wrongdoing by any 

member involved with and related to these events. 

 

Discussion ensued from Nuria and members in attendance. 

The committee responded at various stages during these discussions. 

Action: No Action Recorded 

 

Items 2,3 and 4 were dealt with together. 

2. Warning Letter for Breach of Confidentiality addressed to Nuria Solsona from the Committee.  

This relates to wrongful allegations, and the committee’s lack of observation of the Rights to Natural Justice. 

 

3. Warning Letter for Breach of Confidentiality addressed to Chris Tanton from the Committee.  

This relates to wrongful allegations, and the committee’s lack of observation of the Rights to Natural Justice. 
 

4. Warning Letter for Breach of Confidentiality addressed to Tracy Heritage from the Committee.  

This relates to wrongful allegations, and the Committee’s lack of observation of the Rights to Natural Justice. 

 

Discussion ensued from members in attendance and the committee. 

Action: No Action Recorded 

 

5. The removal of Nuria Solsona from the Committee of Fauna Rescue of South Australia 

Incorporated. 
Nuria lodged the formal complaint towards the committee as a whole dated 24 April 2022 stating “I am 

officially making a complaint of bulling and discriminatory behaviour against this committee”. 
 

Discussion ensued from members in attendance and the committee. 

Action: No Action Recorded 

Postal Vote discussion arose. 

Postal votes are not acceptable under the Constitution but a Voting Box is to be provided at the AGM  

for members who can get to the venue but not stay for the meeting. A person will be engaged to mark off 

eligible voters at front reception, details to be provided. 

 

Action: Voting Box to be available on the day of the AGM 
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OTHER AGENDA ITEMS pending the provision of further detail within the required time period 

 

6. *Breaches of the South Australia Associations Incorporations Act 1985 by the Committee 

7. *Breaches of the Constitution and other articles by the Committee 

8. *Lack of transparency by the Committee 

9. *Abuse of power by Committee members 

10. *The inability of the Committee to hold all members equally accountable to the standards required in the 

Code of Ethics and other articles of Fauna Rescue of South Australia Incorporated 

 

*These Items may be ruled out of order by Chairperson pending particular details being provided. 

 

Items 6-10 were not discussed as the provision of further details were not provided within the required time 

period. 

ACTION: No particulars provided, Items 6 to 10 require no further action. 

 

Closing Summary  

Summary provided by Chairperson, Fauna Rescue of SA Inc. 

 

The events of 8th January and after were very difficult and highlighted many faults with Fauna Rescue procedures 

and protocols.  However – we are volunteers who look after animals, we are not experts in the area of legal 

procedures.   As individuals the onus is on you as a wildlife carer to uphold the conditions of your permit.   

Fauna Rescue strongly advise you all to ensure that you have read and are familiar with all the conditions listed 

on your permit.   We may have dealt with the situation in an emotional manner, but we need to learn from the 

experience and move forward with correcting our procedures and training our members.  We did the best we 

could with the knowledge and experience we had at the time.  

We have no power to enforce the law – this is the job for the RSPCA, DEW or Police.  Failure to comply with 

conditions of a permit is an offence and will be taken seriously by the Department.  We have no rights to conduct 

investigations – this is again the Police or DEW who have this authority.  

I think that everyone needs to remember that there must be a level of care and respect amongst members and 

that mistakes can be inadvertently made and there may be unseen reasons that we may not know about in the 

individual’s personal life.  Everyone is entitled to Natural Justice and should be able to voice their side of a story 

without repercussions or retributions.   

Many issues have been noted as needing to be corrected and implemented by these events and are not limited 

to: 

The need for a Wildlife Officer to oversee the coordinators so they have a contact person to go to - and training 

for our Coordinators – I hope this is able to be implemented in the new Committee after the AGM. 

The need for all our constitution, policies and procedures to be updated – I have been advised by DEW that Rosie 

would be available to peruse any of our procedures to ensure that DEW requirements are met.  Again, we need 

assistance with this. 

The need to have some changes made to our Constitution so that procedures can be followed and where possible 

problems or complaints can be dealt with in a manner that is not disruptive.  We have recommendations of 

changes from an external consultant that we feel should be made and this will be presented at the AGM. 

There is a need for a Resolution Officer to be the first point of contact for members who have matters they wish 

to have resolved.  We have a draft position description for this role and are about to submit it to Seek and 

advertise the position on our social media pages. 

The need for better communication with members – this may be easier once we have HQ’s up and running and it 
is utilised more regularly.  We do try to keep in touch via the Newsletter. 

We hope that Fauna Rescue is able to learn from this and move forward as a cohesive organisation in unity for 

the purpose of which it was formed, that is to Rescue Rehabilitate and Release of wildlife. 

 

The meeting closed at 3:00pm 

 

Addendum: The purpose of minutes is to record that a proposal was discussed, but not directly quoting from 

the discussion and format it for those not present. 

No recordings were made to aid detailed minutes recording. 
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SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 

MEMBERS ATTENDING 

SUNDAY 24TH JULY 2022 

 

Name Member Y/N Present 

Rachael Anderson Y Y 

Caroline Armstrong Y Y 11:19 

Trisha Carr Y Y 

Vanessa Cartland Y Y 

Jill Caruso Y Y 

Jasmine Connellan Y Y 11:13 

Barb Copus Y Y 11:04 

Jane Darling Y y 

Dina De Ruyter Y Y 

Patricia Dickens Y Y 11:11 

Charlotte Faulhaber Y Y 

Louise Friebe Y Y 

Danielle Giuretis Y Y 11:07 

Christine Graham Y Y 

Sue Gredley Y Y 

Tracy Heritage Y Y 

Sibylle Kaufman Y Y 

Kerrie Kelly Y Y 

Andrew Kennett Y Y 

Peta Kennett Y Y 

Kim Kilroy Y Y 11:09 

Mark Kilroy Y Y 11:09 

Katie Kneebone Y Y 

Marie Kozulic Y Y 

Ella Kuhnert Y Y 

Catherine Laidlaw Y Y 

Nylanda Ma Y Y 11:06 

Liz MacGuiness Y Y 

Louise Maloney Y Y 

Diana McGregor Y Y 

Sharyn Nilsson Y Y 11:12 

Kate Pepper Y Y 

Aliya Piper Y Y  

Suzanne Pope Y Y 

Kimberley Raoux Y Y 

Maria Raoux   Y 

Sue Rayner Y Y 

Leeann Rundle Y Y 11:16 

Julie Sayer Y Y 

Danielle Smith Y Y 

Jean Smith Y Y 

Wendy Smith Y Y 11:04 

Charmaine Smith Uren Y Y 11:16 

Nuria Solsona Y Y 

Leanne Stevens Y Y 11:13 
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Name Member Y/N Present 

Kim Sutterby Y Y 

Bronny Szach Y Y 

Alison Teare Y Y 11:06 

Alison Wright Y Y  

Maria Yatskova Y Y 

John Lyons Barrister Y 

 


