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Chairperson’s Comments 
Hard to believe that we are already in March – how quickly 
time flies by these days. 
We have already had one workshop this year and again I 
would like to remind everyone that if you are unable to 
attend a workshop you have registered for – please let us 
know. Places are limited due to COVID restrictions, and at 
times there are members who are on a waiting list to 
attend a workshop because it is full. It is very disappointing 
when there are 40 people who have registered and only 20 
turn up. We are hoping to hold some additional specialist 
workshops this year so please keep an eye out for these on 
the Website. 
Some great news to share – We have finally gone live with 
the new Database. The 1st March, 2022 was the “go live” 
date and so far things are going well.  
I would like to extend our thanks and gratitude to Keira 
Blanchard who has given so much of her valuable time to 
developing and implementing this new database. The new 
Database is web based and is accessible via most devices. 
It will also be incorporating a new Animal Records system 
once we have bedded it down a bit more – so please keep 
an eye out for further notifications. We are hoping to have 
the Animal Records part up and running soon.  
If you would like to be a part of our phone team please 
contact Sue Gredley (sgredley@iprimus.com.au) for more 
information. We are in desperate need of more phone 
operators – time commitment can be as little as 2-4 hours 
per week. 
An important reminder - If you are, or intend to be, a 
Wildlife Carer it is essential that you apply for a Wildlife 
Rescuer’s Permit from the Department of Environment and 
Water (DEW). Once you have received your permit from 
DEW for the species you wish to care for, you must advise 
the relevant Species Co-ordinator for them to be able to 
pass animals on to you. 

 

Please give this matter your top priority as we need more 
active carers. 
Fauna Rescue has over 400 registered members, however 
only 114 of these are active carers or transporters. Many 
of our carers have been overloaded this season with 
animals in need and it would be wonderful to have more 
members on call to help. 
Details of what is involved to obtain your Wildlife 
Rescuers Permit and an application form are available 
from the Members area of the Fauna Rescue Website. 
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/members/wildlife-

permits/  
If you need any assistance please contact your species 
coordinator. 
Another important reminder - 31st March is the end of 
Fauna Rescue’s financial year. It is important, for us to be 
able to balance our books, that ALL reimbursements, 
travel, Vehicle Use Contribution Claims (VUCC), food and 
vet bills etc, are lodged in this current financial period. If 
you do not lodge your reimbursements by the 14th April 
you will NOT be reimbursed. Once our books are closed 
for the financial year they are sent to our Auditors and 
amendments cannot be made.  
Please remember – CLOSE OF OUR FINANCIAL YEAR IS 
THE 31st MARCH 2022. 
Thank you everyone for all the great work you do to 
support our native wildlife. I realize that many are feeling 
the effects of the busy breeding season and taking care of 
so many animals, and are feeling worn out and 
exhausted.  
Please try to take care of yourselves and if you have too 
many animals in care – ask for help. Remember it is ok to 
say NO. 
Best wishes to everyone. 
Marie 

Chairperson 

 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/members/wildlife-permits/
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/members/wildlife-permits/
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IMPORTANT 
NOTICES 

 2022 Workshop Dates  
Please book your tickets via the Fauna 

Rescue website once bookings are open 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/events/ 
Venue: Tusmore Masonic Hall,  

1 Fisher Street, Tusmore 

10 April - Possum Workshop 

  - Bookings are open 

15 May - New Member Orientation 

22 May - Wildlife First Aid  
  - Presented by Anne Fowler 
19 June - Duckling Workshop 

10 July - Bird Workshop 

14 August - Possum Workshop 

11 September - Reptile Workshop  
  (excluding snakes) 
9 October - New Member Orientation 

 

Please put these dates in your diary.  

From the Editor 
Wishing you all a Happy , healthy 
and safe 2022 and hoping that the 
difficult times are behind us. 
If you have any interesting or funny 
stories for our newsletter, please 
forward them via email to: 
jeanmarilyn.smith@gmail.com 

Please ensure that any documents 
are prepared in Word format (doc 
or docx) and any photos are 
resized to small size before 
sending.  
Thank you 

Jean 

Veterinary Treatment Costs Reimbursement. 
Members/Carers are reminded that any veterinary 
costs must be approved by the Species Co-Ordinator, 
or if not available, by Marie Kozulic (Chairperson) 
telephone 0413 272 062, or Catherine Laidlaw 
(Treasurer) telephone 0422 939 937 

In Appreciation 
We wish to acknowledge the service of Rosalyne Ransley who has been a 
member of Fauna Rescue for over 15 years. 
Thank you Roslyn for your continued dedication to Wildlife and to Fauna 
Rescue. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER:  
Fauna Rescue’s Financial Year ends on 31 March. 
ALL claims for wildlife food/travel/vet expenses and 
vehicle use contribution must be completed to 31 
March and submitted by 14 April. 
Either by email to: treasurer@faunarescue.org.au 

OR by Post to:  PO Box 241,  
  Modbury North  SA  5092  
Don’t forget to attach all supporting documents/
receipts.  
Also a reminder that when claiming reimbursements 
your Animal Records MUST be up-to-date, as 
reimbursements will only be paid when animal 
records are submitted. 
Blank claim forms are available from the Members 
Section of the Fauna Rescue website under Notices/
Lists/Forms. Full instructions and sample forms are 
available under Policies ”Treasury Reimbursement 
Policy”. 
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If you would like to learn how to care 
for injured or orphaned wildlife, please 
attend our Workshops for the species 
you are interested in. You can also 
contact the relevant Species Co-

Ordinator  - see Co-ordinators List for 
contact details: 
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2022/01/Species-

Coordinator-List-17Jan22-1.pdf 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/events/
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SUPPORT FOR 
WILDLIFE 

CARERS AND 
RESCUERS 

The following two organizations provide mental health 

assistance to all Wildlife Carers and Rescuers to help 

them cope with the stress they may need to deal with in 

caring for our native wildlife. 

Please contact them if you need assistance. 

Two Green Threads is on a mission to inspire, 
support and rejuvenate the many individuals who 
invest so much of themselves helping native wildlife. 
We acknowledge that the role of a wildlife volunteer 
can be a journey of extremes – reward and 
fulfilment, alongside relentless effort and possibly 
grief – moments that give, and moments that take. 
Each day and week will vary, and our non-wildlife 
moments also contribute to our volunteering 
energy, outlook, nervous systems and over all 
wellbeing. The experiences, occasions and intensity 
which fills or empties our buckets are unique to 
each of us. 
Let’s recognize that we have a bucket and that there 
must be a conscious effort to refill. 
The ‘Refill Your Bucket’ campaign is an initiative by 
Two Green Threads, a registered national charity 
created to energize and inspire the service of our 
wildlife volunteers, enabling a supported and 
resilient tribe of individuals and wildlife groups 
looking after our native wildlife. 
Learn more about Two Green Threads at Two Green 
Threads – Supporting Wildlife Carers 
www.twogreenthreads.org 

 

Learn more about Two Green Threads at 
www.twogreenthreads.org 

 

WildTalk has been set up to help people working 
with Australian wildlife in a volunteer or paid 
capacity. 
It is designed to provide an assistance program to all 
rescuers, carers, veterinary professionals and 
researchers through times of illness, injury or crisis 
that have an impact on mental health. 
Established in 2019, WildTalk recognizes a need to 
support the wildlife rescue and rehabilitation 
workers in unique ways. As such, our service is 
provided independently of any wildlife organization, 
giving our clients the confidence to be open  and 
candid. 
Working with wildlife is a rewarding path in life. 
WildTalk recognizes that caring about wildlife comes 
with a variety of unique challenges and we are here 
to help. 
Each individual will be able to access up to 6 sessions 

If you need support, we are here for you. 

WildTalk—1300 307 111 

Email - info@wildtalk.org.au 

https://twogreenthreads.org/
https://twogreenthreads.org/
http://www.twogreenthreads.org
http://www.twogreenthreads.org
mailto:info@wildtalk.org.au
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One third of the Fauna Rescue Hotline Team got together 
for breakfast before the reptile workshop on 1st November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LABOR has set out its animal welfare policies for the election in a designated section of its policy page.  
LIBERALS have no mention of animal welfare on their policy page.  
SAFA sent an email questionnaire to both major parties. Labor returned the document with responses and 
explanatory comments, the Liberal party did not respond to the questions. 
What does that tell you about the relative priority given to this important issue by the two major parties? 

Responses to the SAFA questionnaire  
What policies do the Labor Party set out?  
• Eradicate puppy farms  
• Improve standards in animal shelters  
• Hold an inquiry into the hunting of native birds  
• Raise funds for wildlife rescue  
• Review the Animal Welfare Act  
• Increase funding to the RSPCA to enforce the Act 
Here are proposals the Labor leader agreed to:  
• ban bow hunting of animals  
• ensure that SA’s tree regulations are Australian best  

practice to tackle the loss of Adelaide’s tree canopy  
• ban the sale and use of wide mesh fruit tree netting, which  

is harmful to wildlife, such as birds and bats  
• mandate the annual public reporting of statistics on animals used in research and teaching  
• support the SA component of a national racehorse database to trace the fate of each horse from birth to 

death, as a first step in reducing overbreeding and the slaughter of unwanted animals. 
On the issue of duck and quail shooting  
Duck shooting wounds large numbers of birds, causing pain and suffering. A ReachTel survey carried out in 3 
marginal electorates in March 2020 showed that ¾ of respondents opposed this cruelty and would support a 
local MP who ended duck shooting. The survey was carried out on behalf of Treasures not Targets, the SA 
coalition against duck shooting. 
LABOR ELECTION RESPONSE: "Labor recognises the concerns of many people about recreational hunting of 
native birds which are not overabundant and will hold an inquiry into this practice." (Labor policy booklet, 
p.6) 
LIBERAL ELECTION RESPONSE: “The government considers that there is currently adequate control and 
regulation of game bird hunting by licensed shooters ...” ( email pers.comm. from S.Meldrum, 28/2/22) 
Authorised by S. Pope, 6 Fifth Ave St Morris 5068, on behalf of South Aussies for Animals Inc 

 
 
 

N 
O 
T 
I 
C 
E 
 

B 
O
A
R
D 

DISCLAIMER: Fauna Rescue of SA Inc. does not support any political party. Responses provided are from 
both major parties. They relate to protecting our native fauna and are for information only. 
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The views expressed in this publication are 
not necessarily those of Fauna Rescue of 
SA Inc. No responsibility is taken for any 
actions or outcome from information within 
this publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grill’d in Unley have Jars in which customers can put 
tokens to raise money for charity. For the month of  
March—Fauna Rescue has a jar in which you can 
put your tokens.  

The jar with the most tokens can win a top prize of 
$300.  

So please support Fauna Rescue in this fundraiser. 

Wildlife First Aid course—conducted by Dr Anne Fowler 

22nd May—9am to 5pm—Tusmore Masonic Hall 
A training day usually runs from 9am to 5pm and generally 
consists of 5 to 6 hours of lectures and up to 1-2 hours of 
hands on, practical work. 
This course covers first aid presentations, correcting 
dehydration with fluids, giving injections, bandaging wings 
and legs. 
1-2 hours is spent gaining practical experience in these 
techniques. 
• Advanced First Aid for Birds 

• Advanced First Aid for Marsupials 

This course is recommended for experienced carers with a 
minimum of 2 years experience, who have done the relevant 
species training course/s. 
Attendance is limited to 20 people, to keep it personal and 
thus valuable, as we break into smaller groups around a 
table of 4, so require the space. 
As this course is being presented by Dr Anne Fowler, Bird 
and Wildlife Vet, the cost will be $35 for members. 
Any members who cannot meet this cost, but meet the 
criteria and are keen to attend, please email: 
admin@faunarescue.org.au to request a reduction in cost. 
Bookings should be made via the Fauna Rescue website once 
bookings are open:   
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/events/ 

LOST—Galah from Marino 

Annie lost her tame galah a few weeks ago  
–He talks well.  
If anyone has seen or found this galah, please ring 
Annie on 0413 882 249 

Paying for food supplies or merchandise: 

NEW PROCEDURE – IN THE MEMBERS section of the 
Fauna Rescue Website for members can make payment 
for purchased items – it is under the subject boxes.  If 
you prefer not to pay cash to our stockists you can make 
payment directly via Paymate on our Website – You 
should make payment prior to collecting your items and 
provide proof of payment to the stockist.  If you are 
making a payment for goods provided by a stockist 
please include the stockist’s initials in the Order ID field 
of the deposit form.  Please ensure you include what you 
are paying for. 

mailto:admin@faunarescue.org.au
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/events/
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To help please share/read the update link Or to make a donation click here 

Flooding is very different to fires. Fires are 
fast, roads are passable and infrastructure 
often workable. Floods take time to clear, 

virtually everything is unworkable, sewage, 
electricity etc. It is a marathon not a sprint. 

This will take weeks of long consistent work 
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Medical - Including field kits and disinfectants. We have shipped in 
pallets of medical supplies as well as buying with your donations large 
volumes of treatment and support for animals and vets who are 
running low on stock. 
Cleaning product - Household and Medical, a significant donation from 
Safe 4 has helped with vet grade medical. 
Pet Flea Tick and Worm. Particularly Ticks. Ticks will run rampant after 
the floods come through.  
• Where we are working (this is both companion and Wildlife) 
Emergency Sites (Showgrounds etc) for displaced people – we hand it 
out to the coordinators and directly to people in need, food and 
containment 

Wildlife Rescuers.  Immediate support as they begin to need it with 
food, pumps, power and medical/materials. 
Collection points – specifically focused on containment and bedding. 
Animal Rescuers – We get it to rescuers to help feed their animals AND 
the huge deluge of animals that are taking in 

Pounds – Pounds will be taking in a lot of animals from displaced 
people. We get this to them to back up this influx. 
Door to door – we hand it out to people who are helping. 
From the hubs – People and rescuers can come and get it 

Vet and Lead Rescuers support – RSPCA/AWL and Local vets need food 
and medical on the ground where they run health and field 
engagements.  

Good morning, 
This is an update focused on the current flood disaster 
smashing North Coast NSW and QLD. We are active now in 
support programs on the ground in the flood zones as well as 
helping with evacuations  
To help - hit this link and share. That's how we get all our 
support. Thank you! 
 

What we are asking all our vendors for (and buying from 
donations is): 
Dry food donations. We are taking in Companion, small animal 
and Wildlife food, Hay, Milk Powders, Cereals. We are buying 
as much locally as is available to provide immediate support. 
Equipment - Containment, Aviaries (Bunnings) Pumps, Cages, 
Hand Crates, Pet supplies (bowls etc). We have shipped in and 
are buying supporting containment. A huge public support of 
200 pet crates by MIchelle Bryant was delivered into the area 
yesterday 

Flood support update.  
How you can help / are already helping  

Actions in progress  

https://mkc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aeb13967e521ada273b68efbc&id=087d44603f&e=6cb1fb57fe
https://mkc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aeb13967e521ada273b68efbc&id=399a2da08b&e=6cb1fb57fe
https://mkc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aeb13967e521ada273b68efbc&id=d5f161271e&e=6cb1fb57fe
https://mkc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aeb13967e521ada273b68efbc&id=d5f161271e&e=6cb1fb57fe
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Baby was a small, feathered nestling when “he” came into my care at the start of December. 

As the last magpie baby of the season Baby was skinny, weak, and sleepy, and refused 
to eat.  
I would have to force his beak open before placing tiny amounts of his sloppy mince 
mix into his mouth – only for it to be spat out more often than not. A week later Nuria, 
Bird Co-ordinator, sent me a new magpie fledgling. This one was nearly twice the size 
of Baby, but it was the companionship he needed. Baby started taking food, moving 
around in his crocheted nest, and putting on weight. Unfortunately, because his friend 
was so much bigger than him, he soon had to be sent back to Nuria to be in the “big 
bird” creche. And, so, started a procession of friends for Baby. Baby grew up among 
many other native bird species including top knot pigeons magpie larks, etc, all of 
whom grew up much faster than he did, moving on to the higher branches of the 
cage/aviary to leave behind their large friend. Baby didn’t seem to mind, he always 
had new little ones to play with – some took to sleeping on his back at night and they 
didn’t mind it when Baby played with their tail feathers. He came to all our family 
Christmas lunches as he still needed feeding and he entertained us all with his antics.  
Slowly but surely Baby was learning new skills and getting bigger. He no longer looked 
like a Muppet on stilts! He learnt how to warble like a big magpie and even started 
picking up food on his own, but he was still showing no sign of wanting to perch, 
although there was no sign of an injury. Even his wing and tail feathers were taking 

longer to come in than they should.  
Baby seemed quite content to spend all his time at ground level. Confused at his behaviour I called Chris, Magpie Co-

ordinator, for advice and managed to stump her – she had never heard anything like it before, but she did have a solution. 
It was obvious that Baby wasn’t going to be able to join the large creche for release as he was still so small and 
underdeveloped. So Chris put me in touch with Bob Warne and his Bird Manor.  
Baby is now happy at Bob’s place with lots of other young and/or special magpies. He even has two magpie foster mums. 
It is the perfect environment for him to have the time he needs to learn how to magpie properly.  
Since Baby has left home, it is weird not being greeted by an overly enthusiastic feathered toddler every time I walk 
outside ……. but I am very excited for Baby’s future.  
Written by  Aliya Piper 

 

Plight of the endangered Pygmy Possum 
Endangered pygmy possums devastated by bushfires thriving off 
baked goods made by students. 
When primary school students in the New South Wales Snowy 
Mountains heard about the devastation, caused by the 2019–2020 
bushfire season, to the endangered mountain pygmy possum, they put 
their chef hats on and quickly started cooking up a storm to help. 
Key points: 
• Most of the mountain pygmy possums' food supply was destroyed 

in the 2019-2020 bushfires. 
• School kids in the NSW Snowy Mountains are baking biscuits to aid their recovery. 
• Hand-baked 'bogong biscuits', made from mealworms, macadamias and minerals, imitate nutrients the animals 

would get from bogong moths. 
These tiny possums live in just three isolated spots in sub-alpine and alpine regions of Victoria and New South Wales. 
Discovery Coordinator for Kosciuszko National Park, Dan Nicholls, said the Dunns Road fire tore through the 
landscape, destroying their habitat and food sources. 
 Continued on next page 
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Plight of the endangered Pygmy Possum, continued 

Kids as young as five years old participated in the mixing and baking of the biscuits, with 150 bags then distributed across feeding 
stations in Kosciusko National Park.  
From bogong moths to 'bogong biscuits' 
Mountain pygmy possums feed predominately on insects, seeds, bogong moths and fruit from the mountain plum pine, which 
was mostly wiped out during the fires. 
A supplementary feeding program was set up to help the species recover, with eight primary schools across the Snowy Monaro 
now on board to help bake special "bogong biscuits". 
Berridale Public School teacher Alison Fox said she is proud to see her students lend a hand to the NSW Government's Saving our 
Species program and NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service. 

 

Flight of the Bogong moth 
And the possum who waits 

There’s a beautiful synergy between the Bogong moth and 
the Mountain pygmy possum, showing how the lives of our 
wildlife can intertwine in ways that amaze us. 
 

Yet the Bogong moth is in decline. It has just been listed as endangered on the 
international red list of threatened species — with repercussions for the 
critically endangered possum that depends on it. 
The Mountain pygmy possum lives for that moment each spring when the 
mountain snow melts. 
As this tiny possum unfurls from months of hibernation, it is hungry and begins the search for its favourite food — the Bogong 
moths that migrate south and congregate deep in caves across the Snowy Mountains. 
Meanwhile, up to a thousand kilometres away along the warm plains of the Darling River, the moths emerge from the soil where 
they’ve spent winter as caterpillars feeding on plants. 
They take to the air on their annual migration to the cool mountain caves of the alpine region where they go  to rest and 
‘aestivate’: a summer version of winter hibernation. The possums are there waiting. 
It’s a pattern this possum and this moth have followed for thousands of years.  
But in recent years, there have been far fewer moths to eat. In some caves — where Bogong moths lined the walls in their 
thousands — there are now none, leaving this little possum hungry and facing an uncertain future.  
When the Bogong moths are plentiful, these big and beautiful insects layer themselves together on the walls of rock caves and 
crevices to form a golden-brown tapestry, reminiscent of scales or gold-leaf fabric.  
The moth's migration to these caves is an odyssey that remains a bit of a mystery. 
Some research suggests Bogong moths can sense the earth's magnetic field and use it as a compass to keep them on the right 
flight path during the journey. More recently scientists think the moths might use the stars to find their way.  
So where have the Bogong moths gone? 

The reason for the moth’s sudden decline is not entirely clear, but scientists believe a mix of extreme droughts (and of course 
fires), pesticides and changes in agricultural practices may be responsible.  
Climate change is a driving factor too.  
Jesse Wallace who has been studying the Bogong moth explains:  “The Bogong moth depends on the cool temperatures at the 
peaks of the mountains where it goes in summer. That cooler area is very small, and it gets smaller and smaller as global 
temperatures rise. The moths also suffer a lot when there's climactic or weather events … the droughts recently in New South 
Wales saw a 98% crash in the population of the Bogong moth.” 

What does the decline of the Bogong moth mean for the Mountain pygmy possum? 

The Mountain pygmy possum is Australia’s only hibernating marsupial — going into deep sleep for up to seven months in nests 
under the snow. 
Even before the Bogong moth numbers crashed they were critically endangered, with as few as 2,000 left in the wild: a 
combination of ski resorts, climate change and predators driving their decline. 
The Bogong moth is their most important food — the protein rich bodies allow possums to raise healthy babies. As the moths 
stop coming, the future of the Mountain pygmy possum and all the other animals that feed on the moths like mountain lizards, 
native broad-toothed rats and spiders, are in danger. Continued on page 12 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-17/bogong-moth-tracker-rolled-out-endangered-pygmy-possums-at-risk/11520512
https://www.iucnredlist.org/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2019-02-27/bogong-moth-decline-in-australian-alps/10850036
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-06-22/bogong-moths-use-earths-magnetic-field-to-migrate/9886194
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2020/07/solving-the-bogong-moth-mystery/
https://theconversation.com/you-can-help-track-4-billion-bogong-moths-with-your-smartphone-and-save-pygmy-possums-from-extinction-123512
https://theconversation.com/you-can-help-track-4-billion-bogong-moths-with-your-smartphone-and-save-pygmy-possums-from-extinction-123512
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/feb/25/decline-in-bogong-moth-numbers-leaves-pygmy-mountain-possums-starving
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Beautiful Ducks  
I am saddened to learn that another duck shooting 
season will begin from the 19th March this year in South 
Australia.  
This means that thousands of native ducks will be shot 
and/or maimed in flight by licenced hunters. 
For what purpose?  Recreation, a test of marksmanship - 
surely shooting at clay pigeons would be preferable to 
shooting harmless birds. 
The duck shooting season begins on the 19th of March 
and continues to the 26th of June this year - quite a long 
season.  
The open season for hunting stubble quail will start on 
the 30th of April through to 31st of July this year. 
During this time a number of duck species (if the hunters 
can tell the difference) are allowed to be shot, including 
the Grey Teal, Chestnut Teal, Pacific Black Duck, 
Australian Shelduck, Maned Wood duck, Pink-eared 
duck, and Hardhead duck.   
But so many other protected species are killed and 
injured.  
These beautiful birds cause no harm, in fact they create 
a peacefull scene in their natural habitat, wetlands, 
lakes, rivers etc., and flocks of ducks in flight are a lovely 
sight to see!   
We are losing our unique wildlife through habitat loss 
and environmental factors and, worst of all, human 
interference - we should be doing everything we can to 
protect and save as many species as possible. 
Many of us have visited the local pond, river or wetlands 
to see the ducks. Many of us have taken our children, 
family members, grand children to visit the ducks. 
I cannot begin to fathom what sort of person likes to 
shoot  defenseless animals such as native ducks.  
Where is the justification for killing waterbirds. 
As a rescue group, some of our members rescue and 
raise baby ducks! 
I believe many Wildlife Carers would like to see the 
shooting of all species of native ducks and quail 
permanently banned. 
 

Written by Sue Rayner 

Other species caught up in the killing are: 
Spoonbill;  
Ibis;  
Black Swan;  
Whistling Kite; 
Cormorant;  
Cape Barren Geese; 
Long Billed Corella;  
Freckled Duck (endangered);  
 

Even the tiny Welcome Swallow is caught up in the hail 
of shots from the guns as well as other species. 

By Jean, Editor 
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“Essie” the Wedge-tailed Eagle 
On Sunday morning 9th January, I received a call from a group of young 
men spending a day on a fishing trip between Cape Jervis  and Wirrina 
Cove about 4 kilometres out. 
They thought they saw a Sting Ray thrashing about off in the distance.  
On closer inspection, much and to their surprise they found a 
floundering Wedge-tailed Eagle—although not knowing it was a Wedgie 
at that time. 
The eagle was exhausted, dehydrated, very cold and shivering, and 
nearly ready to go under having run out of energy; these brave, 
courageous young men scooped her up  in a fishing net and into their 
boat and rang me for help. 
They came all the way back to the boat ramp at Cape Jervis "forfeiting 
their planned day fishing" to meet me. 
Thinking it was probably a White Bellied Sea Eagle, as I have had two 
from this area in 6 months, I climbed down to the boat and, to my 
amazement, I saw this poor young golden girl.  
Essi the eagle was so drenched and exhausted she could not lift her head 
and I was certain she would not survive.  
I remember a comment that my very first mentor, Dr Ian Hough,  told me 
nearly 20 years ago. 
"If it's bloody cold and needs heat ASAP stick it down your boobs". 
Not really being about to "stick a Wedgie down my boobs", I tried the 
next best thing and after towelling her chest, placed her chest on mine 
with her head over my shoulder, wrapped a blanket around us and sat in 
the sun for 15 minutes.  
She was in no way a threat to me at this stage and I did take relevant 
precautions.  
I then put Essi in a cage and headed for home. 
My dear friend Katie and I sat in the sun with Essi for a few hours , 
fluffing her and making sure her chest especially was warm and dry.—I 
obviously had no incubator big enough for a Wedge-tailed Eagle. Luckily 
it was a perfect day! 
Now standing and taking water on her own I placed her in a transitional 
holding enclosure. I gave her Hartmans, electrolytes and then some 
much needed food and she made an incredible improvement. 
Off to Dr Anne Fowler the next day for X-rays etc. Essi had a few wounds 
on her back between her shoulder blades which Anne treated and 
stapled. Essi stayed with Dr Anne for 4 days then home here for 
monitoring and feeding up. 

Continued on next page... 
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Continued from page 7 

Miss Essi was in a large Raptor flight enclosure and, as they usually do, 
she let me know when she was ready and eager to go. She was a perfect 
patient and a beautiful natured girl. I miss her dearly. 
Sunday 30th January was return home day. 
I went into her enclosure, she let me contain her with no fear or 
resistance. Then, into the car and down to Cape Jervis to go home. 
A very good friend of mine has 80 acres and kindly let Essi be released on 
his property so we could monitor her for a few weeks. 
She went free, strongly and proudly. 
On speaking  to my friend and Mentor Dave Irwin about Essi and the 
strange place she was found, he said most probably other Eagles had 
swooped and swooped her until she hit the water, where, because of the 
buoyancy and wing span of these large birds, she could have been 
floating for 24 hours or more. 

 That would explain the wounds on her back! This very lucky young lady, 
could quite possibly have nearly been shark food, if it wasn't for these 
amazing young men that gave up their time to save this majestic 
creature.— it restores your faith in mankind. A very special “Thank You” 
to the wonderful young men who rescued her and stopped their 
planned fishing day to bring “Essi” all the way back to Cape Jervis to me. 
FLY HIGH & FREE “MISS ESSI”. 
A beautiful, stunning young girl who I had assumed was a White Bellied 
Sea Eagle….lesson learnt—NEVER ASSUME. 
I will miss her. 
 

By Margie Clausen 

Raptor Co-Ordinator 

Video link to “Essi”s release is 
included in email  

(MP4 video 40 seconds) 
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Continued from Page 8 

Flight of the Bogong moth And the possum who waits 
 

How can we help save the Bogong moth and the Mountain pygmy possum? 

We can’t let the Bogong moth and the Mountain pygmy possum join the growing list of extinctions. 
But this story is also bigger than their plight. It is a story of how our unique animals and insects rely on each other. 
And how the cascade of extinction unfolds too easily when one species is in decline. 
Australia has already signed on to a global declaration committing to reverse biodiversity destruction. This 
declaration will guide development of the new Global Goals for Nature to be negotiated in 2022.  
To fulfil the declaration, Australia must agree, along with other nations, to end extinction, protect ecosystems and 
restore the land we've damaged. And we need to follow through on that in Australia, which means strong national 
environment laws enforced by an independent regulator, new protected areas and funding for species recovery and 
ecosystem restoration. 
We have a choice: allow animals and insects we know are at risk to become extinct, or fund recovery programs that 
bring threatened species and the ecosystems they depend on, back from the brink. 
The five-yearly State of the Environment report is due to be released by the federal government in early 2022 and is 
expected to reveal even further declines in the health of plants, animals and ecosystems across Australia. 

Thank you 
Fauna Rescue would like to say 

thank you to all our kind donors;  

Fauna Rescue has received many donations in various forms; We would like to say a special thank you to  you all 
with acknowledgement to the following organizations, companies and members of the public for their substantial 
donations and/or help: 

Bunnings Modbury for its generous donation of a Ryobi Drill Kit for a fundraising raffle. 
City of Burnside for its generous Sale of Plants fundraiser 

We also have a number of donation boxes at various locations to which donations are given. 
 

PayPal Giving Fund 

Helen Greenwith 

Emily Moore 

Richard Turtill 
Clare Gillam 

SA Tourism staff 

Lunette Puckridge 

Julie Potts 

Andrew Nance 

Sue Gredley 

Regen Shop 

 

Kathryn Seymour 
Spencer Davies 

Jennifer Sanders 

SA Tourism 

Carol Marchetti 

Barbara Corbin 

Katherine Pilkington 

Rebecca Almeroth 

Tracy Carey 

Bev Gogel 
Brian Foot 

https://www.acf.org.au/global-goals-for-nature?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=exposure&utm_campaign=nature&utm_content=bogong-moth-mountain-pygmy-possum
https://www.acf.org.au/global-goals-nature-petition?utm_medium=article&utm_source=exposure&utm_campaign=nature&utm_content=bogong-moth-mountain-pygmy-possum
https://soe.environment.gov.au/
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