
  

 DECEMBER 2021, Issue 185         P a g e  8 

 

The Inspirational Story of Ember 
Story provided by International Fund for Animal 
Welfare (IFAW) 

A koala that was so badly injured in the catastrophic 
Black Summer bushfires that vets didn't think she'd 
make it has been spotted in the wild with a joey. 

Ember was found in November 2019 walking on the 
burnt ground in Whiporie, a locality 30 minutes south 
of Casino, after devastating fires swept through the 
area. 

The 18-month old koala was rescued by Ros Irwin, 
former president of Friends of the Koala at Lismore. 

Ember was severely dehydrated and her fur was 
black, coated in soot and badly singed. 

Her lungs were congested from smoke inhalation, 
and she had sustained significant burns to her rump 
and all four paws. 

She was given immediate pain relief, fresh leaf, and 
glucose water before being transported to 
Currumbin Wildlife Hospital in Queensland for 
emergency treatment. 

Despite an initially worrying prognosis, Ember's 
health improved and she was transferred to Friends 
of the Koala where she made a full recovery under 
the expert hands of the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare sponsored vet team.  

Given the length of her rehabilitation and the 
damage caused by the fire to her claws, the specialist 
vet team transferred her to a soft release site where 
they could monitor her ability to climb and forage. 

Ember passed with flying colours and was released 
back into the wild in April 2020. 

Some 18 months later, in the same area where she 
was released, Ember has been spotted with a joey of 
her own. She was sighted thriving in the wild with her 
joey by the person who rescued her - Ros Irwin. 

Photo: Ros Irwin  

Photo: Ros Irwin  

Photo: Ros Irwin  

Ember in care at  
Friends of the Koala 



  

 DECEMBER 2021, Issue 185         P a g e  9 

 

The Bat Education Team would like to thank the Nature Festival organizers and the Botanic 
Park for the success of the recent Nature Festival ‘Explore Bat World’ events. 
The first two events, ‘Explore Bat World Tour and Fly Out’ were held on the 25th and 29th 
September, and were sold out very quickly with a total of 271 tickets sold. We now have a 
mailing list of 90 families to keep updated for future events. 
Considering the weather was not on our side, most of the people who had booked did turn up. 
Those who could not make it were informed by email that we would hold a future event to 
give them another opportunity to see our amazing Flying-foxes at a later date.  
The children asked many questions and showed interest in our bats; the parents told us they 
had learnt so much about this valuable species. 

The third event, ‘Explore Bat World Picnic and Tour’ held on 3rd October, was also sold out. This event was the most 
engaging with children. We believe the children were left 
with an interest that will stay with them and will hopefully 
develop with them engaging with wildlife by rescuing or 
caring in later years. The parents were enamoured, to say 
the least; it was a day that Flying-foxes became more 
important and appreciated than ever before. 
We believe the engagement of children with our wildlife is 
imperative for the future of wildlife in Adelaide. We want 
to continue the educational events. For this to happen, we 
will need to organize and train more members to help with 
presentations, especially during ‘baby season’. 
The contents of the children's show bags were brochures, 
postcard, bat badge, activity sheets, Adventure Trail sheet, 
3D bat and bat model to make at home. 
If anyone is interested in joining our team to give ideas or 
to make children's memorabilia, please contact us. We are 
always happy to share new ideas and to have new 
members to help us out at future events. 
To educate the children is to educate the world. To give of 
yourself to wildlife, is the best gift of all. 
Provided by  
Shane McCann - 0414-519-885 

Pauline Cameron - 0401-199-424 

Instagram: talkingbatty_education_team 

Facebook:  Bats of Adelaide City 

EXPLORE BAT WORLD 
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ALL ABOUT BATS 

On Friday 8th October, Kathryn and I (Barb) from the Bat Education Team 
attended the Playford's Women’s Shed to give a talk to a small group of children 
and a few adults on the wonderful bats of Adelaide. 
We started by handing out show bags with all sorts of interesting literature inside. 
Once the initial excitement was over, we talked about a day and night in the life of 
Bats, both the Grey Headed Flying-fox (GHFF) and the small Microbat to a lesser 
degree. A variety of questions were asked with the older girls taking particular 
interest in the GHFF and how the mothers care for their young and go to the toilet.  
The children also watched a video on Youtube showing Adelaide's Flying Foxes 

belly dipping in the Torrens River during a hot spell.  
Link to belly dipping youtube video: https://youtu.be/SRaWjC_K3Qc (once loaded you can skip Ad at beginning) 
The other girls from 
the team (Shane and 
Pauline) had gone to 
extraordinary lengths 
to prepare gorgeous 
little kits for the 
children to make 
hanging Bat mobiles. 
This was a real 
winner for all the 
children and kept 
them, and us, busy in a very enjoyable way.  

Once that was done the 
children had energy to burn, so 
they donned our purple Bat 
Wings and had the time of 
their lives outside in the 
courtyard running and chasing 
each other.  
 

The weather was perfect that day - we were truly blessed with the great conditions. 
To end the program, some of the children gathered around Kathryn, who 
read to them from the book called, 'Life Upside Down' by Doug Gimesy, 
which she had kindly donated to the Education Team. 
This was the first time Kathryn and I had been exposed to 'going alone' with 
a program.  After the initial nerves, which I think was to be expected, we had 
the time of our lives and are keenly looking forward to 'Next Time'. 

Written by Barb, Bat Education Team 

 

https://youtu.be/SRaWjC_K3Qc
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The surprising ways to stop magpie swooping 
 

Written by Dr Chris Brown 

Don’t even start me with the zip ties, umbrellas or ice 
cream containers with eyes. Here’s the easy way to 
achieve that seemingly impossible friendship with 
magpies. You just need to know something fascinating 
about them…  

It’s the clacking of the beak for me. In fact, it’s often the 
only warning we get before a magpie swoops down and 
connects with the top of our head as we run or cycle 
past. But rather than being anything vindictive or even 
territorial, that swooping (which is only performed by 
males!) has a very reasonable explanation. It’s just a guy 
defending his chicks. That’s right, protecting a nest from 
someone they see as a threat accounts for 99% of all 
swooping. 
But there’s a reason why this spring might be the most 
swoopy of all years. You see, magpies have a gift for 

remembering faces. It’s thought they can remember over 1000 different people faces and whether they’re a 
‘friendly’ or a threat. It’s why it’s incredibly rare to be swooped in your own backyard. They know who you are! But 
now with so many of us hitting the streets with face masks on, it’s like their memory card has been wiped clean. 
They just don’t know who is who and may just swoop on suspicion.  
But here’s how to achieve peace in two possible ways. First of all, at a safe distance, stand your ground. Then when 
you can see the magpie, take off your hat (and your mask) and show them your friendly face - keeping your 
sunglasses on for safety initially. Let them see you, read your good intentions and then move on. Using umbrellas or 
lunging at them only inflames the situation and makes them truly believe you’re a problem. 
The second option is a bit of a cheat but it will work. You can offer a small piece of mince or even a dog biscuit 
(soaked in some water). This is chequebook diplomacy but considering the challenges many adult magpies face 
feeding their family, we’ll allow it…once. By helping the magpies, you’ll be off their swoop list for life. 

Why wombats are the world’s only animal with cube poos! 
Wombats are in the fight of their lives against a deadly skin mite. But 
we may have found yet another reason to love them. They’re 
officially the only animal on the planet to pass perfectly formed cube 
shaped poos. And now we know why they do it. 
For years it’s been assumed the unique cube shape meant they could 
stack them up like building blocks and allow wombats to mark their 
territory. But now, researchers led by Scott Carver at the University 
of Tasmania think it has more to do with saving water. Something 
that all Australians, hairy or not, know all about. 

The cube shape means more water can be extracted from the poo in the intestine while two 
special grooves of muscle in the digestive tract help them shape their geometric masterpiece. So 
before anyone asks, no they’re not shaping them with their little paws. So now thanks to the 
wombat, being a little ‘blocked up’ has never seemed cuter… 

Written by Dr Chris Brown 
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WILDLIFE FRIENDLY 
GARDENS 

To support wildlife in our gardens we need to think first 
about creating a garden that is friendly to insects and 
reptiles.  That means no chemicals and no cats.  At soil 
level, mulch provides protection for a range of foods for 
smaller birds and animals. The occasional pile of bricks 
will help support the small geckos and skinks that are 
rapidly disappearing in suburbia.  The latest fashions for 
modern type gardens are often fairly sterile.  Bushes 
that you wouldn’t want to put your arm into such as 
Boxthorns, Nitre bushes and prickly Acacias are 
necessary for small birds to give them protection from 
predators.  Smaller house blocks and larger houses 
leave less room for growing bigger shrubs and trees.  
Acacias, Callistemon and Grevilleas are usually 
recommended for lorikeets and honeyeaters, however, 
local nurseries can advise what is best suited to plant in 
your own area.  In general, if we want the larger 
creatures in our gardens we need to provide a habitat 
that encourages and protects the smaller creatures. 
 

 

 

 

Callistemon (Bottle Brush) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wattle (Acacias) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hints and Tips 
• To save time making up Lorikeet wet mix every day, you can 

make up a week’s worth and freeze it. Large ice cube 
containers are ideal. You can defrost as required or, in the hot 
weather, the Lorikeets love to eat the melting frozen cubes, 
which also stay fresher as they gradually defrost. It is also 
advisable to put a bowl of dry mix (Complete Lorikeet) next to 
a bowl of water so they can mix their own (which they do), as 

the wet mix can go sour in the heat. 

• Nectar eating birds feed up in the trees. You should therefore 
not feed on the ground, nor put chopped fruit in a bowl on the 
ground. Hang fruit from branches or cage wire. Also you can 
put lorikeet mix in a bowl in a hanging basket saucer of water. 

This will help deter ants although nothing will stop them. 

• Don’t feed birds or possums vegetables from the cabbage 
family (Brussel sprouts). These vegetables contain an acid 

that can kill birds. 

• Don’t feed avocado to birds, or Iceberg lettuce to anything.  
• Kill meal worms before feeding to baby birds. Mum bird would 

do this for them in the wild. A live meal worm can bite and 

burrow into the throat of a baby bird. 

• Remove large, sharp bits of bone from minced chicken 
carcass (pet mince) before feeding to magpies or other 

insectivores as it can cut their throat. 

• Baby ducks are not waterproof when they first hatch. They get 
their waterproofing from hiding under mum duck and her oil 
rubs into their down. So orphaned ducklings should not be put 
in water to swim, only given a shallow bowl for drinking. Once 
they start preening themselves their oil glands will be 

activated. 

• Dandelion plants (the weed) are an excellent natural tonic for 
birds, providing they are pesticide and cat and dog urine free. 

The whole plant can be used; flower, root and all (washed). 

• With all the heat of summer yet to come, you will find your 
aviaries will stay a lot cooler by painting the roof and sides 
white to reflect the heat. You can also use shadecloth or 
similar material to prevent the sun from beating directly onto 

the metal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grevillea 
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Fauna Rescue would like to say 

thank you to all our kind donors;  

Thank you 

Fauna Rescue has received many donations in various forms; We would like to say a special thank you to  you all with 
acknowledgement to the following organizations, companies and members of the public for their substantial donations and/or 
help: 

G N Newsam  Chris Clohesy   

Marni Phillips  Sue Gredley   

Annie Knight  Cain Sinclair   

Sandra Gill Pinaki Ray   

Astrid Rodricks  Mary Lewis   

Kate Morganti  Robert and Kath Homesby     

Stephanie Eastick  SA Firefighters   

Oz Minerals Tiffany Chung, Virginia Horticulture Centre 

  

Service badges 

It was a real pleasure to award  years of service badges to a number of our fantastic and dedicated members.  Their 
commitment to Fauna Rescue and to the welfare of our unique and precious wildlife is to be applauded and admired, not 
forgetting a sincere and huge thank you to each and every one of them, and to all of our members in whatever role/s they 
participate.  The committee looks forward to awarding many more badges next year. 
These are the names and years of service for each member awarded at the 2021 AGM. 
30 yrs.  Nick Davies  
30 yrs.  John Murphy  
25 yrs.  Jenny Jones  
25yrs    Anita Burbidge  
25 yrs.  Garry Brown  
15 yrs.  Jane Darling  
15 Yrs.  Ross Darling 
10 yrs.  Sharon Walker   
10 yrs.  Julie Gabrynowicz 
10 yrs.  David Gabrynowicz 
10 yrs.  Sandra Gill 
10 yrs.  Alexander Gill 
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