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Fauna Rescue has had another busy year and I would like to thank all members for their support.  I would 
like to make a special mention to species coordinators. They are always on hand if members need assistance 
or advice at the same time as being involved with caring and training.  They keep abreast of what is 
happening with their chosen species and work hard to ensure their proper care.   I would also like to thank 
the phone operators who provide an exceptional service to the community by answering calls for wildlife in 
distress.  As a phone operator myself I can testify that some of the calls that come through are distressing 
and can be very difficult to solve, however we do have a great team and call upon each other and the 
coordinators to work out the problem calls.  

I would also like to say a special thank you to the Adelaide Koala and 
Wildlife Centre (AKAWC) which not only helps Fauna Rescue members with 
free medical treatment but provides free medical treatment to any native 
wildlife that is brought through its doors. Fauna Rescue has donated an 
Incubator ICU to the AKAWC to say thank you for the vital service it provides 
to our wildlife.  Fauna Rescue also continued with donations of food to the 
Kangaroo Island farmers for wildlife affected by the bushfires.  This 
continued until we received notification that the vegetation in those areas had regenerated enough so that 
supplement feeding was not necessary. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic eased during the year we were able to resume our workshops and start to move 
forward with planning for the future for Fauna Rescue.  Members of the Committee started to meet with key 
organisations to gather information on how to improve Fauna Rescue.  A Planning Day has been arranged for 
Saturday the 24th April, 2021 for all Committee members to attend to brainstorm and put ideas forward to 
produce a Strategic Plan for Fauna Rescue.  This will give direction to the Committee to move forward and 
prioritise key components to work towards for the next year and into the future.   

Work on the new database has progressed and we are hoping to have it up and running before the end of 
the year.  Alongside the new database is a new Animal Records system which will allow updates to an animal 
record which will result in better record keeping.  Both will be web based so easily accessible. 

The Bequest left to Fauna Rescue from the Estate of the late Conway Jones has been finalised and terms of 
the bequest have been agreed upon.  Fauna Rescue has honoured the wishes of Conway Jones and left the 
money invested as he requested and will draw an agreed amount from the account monthly.   

Working with the Botanic Park, University of Adelaide, Dept of Environment and Water and Greening 
Adelaide, we have applied for a grant to install a sprinkler system in the trees of the bat colony to keep them 
cooler during the days of extreme heat in Adelaide.  We have not yet received a response but are hopeful 
that the grant will be approved. 

Fauna Rescue purchased a new Toyota Hi Ace Van at the end of February 2021.  The van is to be used to 
promote Fauna Rescue at events and to carry animals and materials 
to vets or events and general transport.  It is fitted with a tow bar so 
can be used to move aviaries.  It has proven to be useful in carting 
needed equipment to the bat colony and for delivering birds and 
cages to members. 

I am excited to see Fauna Rescue move forward, and I feel that the 
next year will be productive as plans come together to advance 
Fauna Rescue in a positive light. 

 
 

Marie Kozulic 
Chairperson   

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT  

1st April 2020 – 31st March 2021  

 

 

 

 

 



  SECRETARY’S REPORT  
1st April 2020 – 31st March 2021 

Firstly, I would like to thank all our FRSA members for the outstanding volunteering they provide 

each and every day. 

The Committee has been moving forward in this past year to provide our organisation with better 

facilities, workshops, supplies and species procedures to name a few. I believe the current 

committee have strived for the best outcomes for all our members. 

FRSA Species Coordinators have shown and continue to show that even though each species, is 

individually important, they can and do work in tandem and support each other. It has been a 

process of writing policies and procedures for their species which assists their team members and 

gives clear guidelines and support. The coordinators have been updating the equipment required for 

each species and constantly source new members as carers, more locations for release, and 

members for rescue and transport. 

The FRSA Hotline has greatly improved, with thanks to some extremely dedicated and patient 

members who have given us a much more professional and species-specific phone line. The 

members who volunteer their time to be our first point of contact through our hotline, are well 

trained and knowledgeable, with understanding and respect to the public who phone us and our 

members who are called upon to do the rescues and transport. Those who volunteer on the species-

specific phone lines also give 110% on the shifts that they are given. 

Our members are a wonderful, dedicated, resilient group of volunteers who give their time, care, 

and support whenever possible. During our busiest times they are sometimes stretched to capacity 

with care, rescue, and transport. We are all aware of “burnout” during these times and it is great to 

see that members and coordinators support each other when this happens.  

FRSA has purchased our first Van this year and it has been used to transport not only animals but 

cages, aviaries, building materials for headquarters, and attend promotional events. It has been a 

great advertisement for our organisation and has already provided interest within the community. 

As Secretary, I am proud to promote our organisation and support our ongoing growth within South 

Australia. FRSA has a good reputation, and we are moving forward with a professional and cohesive 

outlook for the future. 

 

Charlotte Faulhaber 

Secretary  

 

 
 



  
  
  
This year has been difficult with the former Treasurer stepping down from the role and an interim Treasurer 
taking up the day-to-day financial affairs whilst a replacement Finance person was sought; this position is still 
to be filled.  During the year an Accountant from Business Books 2Day – was engaged to oversee the 
accounts and maintain our MYOB financial records.  Business Books 2Day provided these accounts to our 
Auditor on time and our Auditor, Peter Hall, has provided us with his Audit Report. 
 
Throughout the year we have had a steady flow of donations and, with income from the investments from 
the Deceased Estate of the late Conway Jones, our financial situation continued to be in a healthy state.  
Food donations to Kangaroo Island continued until we received confirmation that the sites we were 
supporting had enough plant regeneration to support the local wildlife.  A donation of an ICU incubator was 
made to the Adelaide Koala and Wildlife Centre in appreciation of the assistance they offer to all our wildlife 
and wildlife carers. 

A new Toyota Hi Ace Van was purchased at the end of February 2021 to be used to promote Fauna Rescue 
and to provide a much needed mode of transport for the movement of materials to events and rescue sites 
around Adelaide and suburbs.  It has already proven to be of value for delivery of food and equipment to the 
bat colony and delivering birds and cages to members. 

Our operating surplus for the year ending 31st March 2021 is down from the previous year which can mainly 
be explained by the increase in insurances, and the introduction of reimbursements to members for 
transport and food, as well as the increase in animal food to support the over 400 flying foxes in care from 
the devastating heat stress events of 2020.  All which were released back into the colony successfully. 

Fauna Rescue is well placed to maintain its current level of support in the form of food / expense rebates for 
the coming year due to the higher costs to support wildlife in need over the past year were covered by the 
higher level of donations received from the general public as a result of the devastating bushfires, and the 
income derived from the investments of the Estate of the late Conway Jones. 

 

NB:  All accounts were reconciled, however entry into the different codes within MYOB may not be accurate 
as it is difficult to assign funds to animal species when you have no experience with wildlife and while 
Business Books 2Day did their best, some monies may be entered into incorrect accounting codes.   

 

 

 Treasurer’s Report 

1st April 2020 – 31st March 2021  



TOTAL

APR 

2020

MAY 

2020

JUNE 

2020

JULY 

2020

AUG 

2020

SEP 

2020

OCT 

2020

NOV 

2020

DEC 

2020

JAN 

2021

FEB 

2021

MAR 

2021

Hot

lines EMAIL FBOOK

TOTAL 

20/21

TOTAL 

19/20

ANIMALS 

EXCLUDING MARINE 

ANIMALS:

Bats - microbats 18 14 11 3 13 5 18 12 20 26 13 19 172 0 1 173 182

Bats - flying foxes 14 14 4 8 14 8 14 16 16 17 27 44 196 2 0 198 172

Echidnas 5 9 7 9 20 39 22 19 16 6 7 4 163 0 1 164 197

Kangaroos and 

wallabies 77 64 68 95 123 169 188 114 108 82 94 121 1303 6 11 1320 1476

Koalas 26 17 10 19 24 33 36 39 49 48 28 27 356 1 9 366 757

Possums 125 120 148 165 163 224 242 187 191 224 200 220 2209 16 22 2247 1824

Reptiles 21 21 16 18 22 39 66 95 63 86 75 65 587 8 13 608 457

Wombats 0 0 0 4 1 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 12 11

All Other Animals 14 20 21 13 30 11 21 12 17 29 27 25 240 1 2 243 285

BIRDS EXCLUDING 

MARINE BIRDS:

Ducks / Freshwater 

Fowl 25 40 66 60 119 134 155 137 124 47 27 14 948 4 18 970 878

Other Birds 265 248 232 285 495 934 952 1095 989 864 535 621 7515 35 153 7703 5355

MARINE ANIMALS 

AND BIRDS 9 26 8 16 16 14 7 19 31 22 12 21 201 6 2 209 145

NON-ANIMAL 

ENQUIRIES 22 32 25 30 41 42 41 33 41 29 36 31 403 0 0 403 736

TOTAL 2020/21 621 625 616 725 1081 1658 1763 1778 1665 1480 1081 1212 14305 79 232 14616

TOTAL 2019/20 749 595 565 611 825 1308 1692 1701 1334 1378 668 641 12067 140 268 12475

NOTES

(1) The General Wildlife Hotline is operated by a team of 20-25 volunteers who take calls in their own homes, on rostered shifts, via phone diversion.

(2) The statistics include calls to the Bat and Duckling Hotlines, also calls that are answered via the Answering Machine. 

      During this year, we have developed a strong team of 17 people taking calls via the Answering Machine when the Hotline team is unable to cover a shift. 

      Apart from birds, calls regarding all other species should reach a "real person" 24/7.

ANIMAL RESCUE REQUESTS APRIL 2020 - MARCH 2021
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RESCUE REPORT CHART 01/04/2020 - 31/03/2021
Bats - Microbats Flying-Fox Echidnas Kangaroos & Wallabies Koalas Possums Reptiles

Wombats All other animals Ducks/Freshwater Fowl Birds Marine Animals & Birds Non Animal



Bat – Gould’s Wattled 5 Bat – Grey Headed Flying Fox 327 
Bat – Lesser Long Eared 3 Bat – Little Forest Bat 1 
Bat – Microbat 4 Bat – Southern Freetail Bat 2 
Bird – Adelaide Rosella 30 Bird – Australian Magpie 159 
Bird – Australian Hobby Falcon 3 Bird – Australian Ibis 2 
Bird – Australian Raven 6 Bird – Australian Ringneck 2 
Bird – Barn Owl 4 Bird – Black Bird 31 
Bird – Black Cockatoo 1 Bird – Black Faced Cuckoo Shrike 6 
Bird – Black Kite 5 Bird – Blue Quaker 1 
Bird – Boo Book Owl 13 Bird – Bronzewing  7 
Bird – Brown Falcon 2 Bird – Brown Goshawk 4 
Bird – Budgerigar 6 Bird – Button Quail 2 
Bird – Canary 1 Bird – Chukar Partridge 1 
Bird – Cockatiel 8 Bird – Collared Sparrow Hawk 3 
Bird – Common Sparrow 4 Bird – Corella 20 
Bird – Cormorant 1 Bird – Crested Dove 46 
Bird – Crimson Rosella 2 Bird – Crow 5 
Bird – Currawong 1 Bird – Domestic Pigeon 1 
Bird – Dove 10 Bird – Eastern Rosella 7 
Bird – Eclectus 1 Bird – Feral Pigeon 9 
Bird – Galah 74 Bird – Grebe 1 
Bird – Green Cheeked Conure 1 Bird – Homing Pigeon 3 
Bird – Honey-Eater 6 Bird – House Sparrow 3 
Bird – Ibis 3 Bird – Indian Ring Neck 3 
Bird – Kestrel Falcon 2 Bird – Kingfisher 3 
Bird – Kookaburra 34 Bird – Lapwing Plover 3 
Bird – Lace-Necked Dove 30 Bird – Little Wattle Bird 1 
Bird – Long Bill Corella 5 Bird – Lorikeet 45 
Bird – Lovebird 4 Bird – Magpie 156 
Bird – Murray Magpie 81 Bird – Mistletoe 1 
Bird – Musk Lorikeet 66 Bird – Nankeen Kestrel 9 
Bird – New Holland Honey-Eater 23 Bird – Night Jar 2 
Bird – Noisy Miner 34 Bird – Owl 1 
Bird – Pardalote 2 Bird – Parrot 1 
Bird – Parrot Finch 1 Bird – Peregrine Falcon 3 
Bird – Pigeon 51 Bird – Piping Shrike 23 
Bird – Plover 13 Bird – Purple Crowned Lorikeet 4 
Bird – Purple Swamp Hen 2 Bird – Quail 3 
Bird – Quaker Parrot 1 Bird – Rainbow Lorikeet 189 
Bird – Raven 25 Bird – Red Rump Parrot 6 
Bird – Red Wattlebird 8 Bird – Rock Dove 4 
Bird – Rosella 101 Bird – Seagull 2 
Bird – Shrining Pike 2 Bird – Silver Eye 6 
Bird – Small Corella 4 Bird – Southern Boo Book Owl 20 
Bird – Sparrow 17 Bird – Sparrow Hawk 3 
Bird – Speckled Dove 54 Bird – Starling 26 
Bird – Striated Pardalote 2 Bird – Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 15 
Bird – Swallow 6 Bird – Swamp Harrier 1 
Bird – Tawney Frogmouth 37 Bird – Thornbill 1 
Bird – Top Notch Pigeon 3 Bird – Tree Martin 1 
Bird – Tree Swallow 1 Bird – Turtle Dove 3 
Bird – Unspecified 1 Bird – Wattle Bird 30 
Bird – Wedge Tail Eagle 9 Bird – Welcome Swallow 6 
Bird – Whistling Kite 3 Bird – White Ibis 1 
Bird – White Plumed Honey-Eater 1 Bird – Willy Wag Tail 2 
Duck – Freckled Teal 2 Duck – Pacific Black 171 
Duck – Teal 16 Duck – Wood 66 
Echidna 6 Emu 1 



Kangaroo – Eastern Grey 18 Kangaroo – Euro 9 
Kangaroo – Unspecified 36 Kangaroo – Northern Swamp Wallaby 2 
Kangaroo – Red 23 Kangaroo – Western 83 
Koala 23 Possum – Brushtail 370 
Possum – Unspecified 6 Possum – Ringtail 217 
Reptile – Shingleback 3 Reptile – Unspecified 7 
Reptile – Eastern Blue Tongue 3 Reptile – Blue Tongue 37 
Reptile – Bearded Dragon 2 Turtle – Eastern Long Neck 2 
Turtle – Long Neck 9 Turtle – River Turtle 2 
Frog – Green Tree Frog  1 Wombat  1 

 



Kangaroo Annual Report 
 

Many of you would be aware that Diana McGregor and 
Susan George tendered their formal resignations as 
Kangaroo Coordinators with Fauna Rescue last year. 
Diana held this position for many years and was very 
dedicated to the role.  She coordinated many hundreds 
of rescues for injured kangaroos and orphaned joeys.  
Diana also had the heart-breaking role of organising 
shooters to euthanise all the injured roos that were just 
too badly injured to be saved.  She conducted many workshops and trained many, many carers.  
Thank you Diana for all your dedication and hard work. Diana will still be around working on the 
phones and working with our shooters and of course as a kangaroo carer herself. Susan George 
will also be staying on as a kangaroo carer. 

We now have a new Kangaroo Team, and we are looking forward to the challenges of such an 
exciting role and to working closely with all our current and new carers. 

Sharon Walker – Kangaroo Co-ordinator  
I have been a kangaroo carer for around 14 years now and have raised and rehabilitated many 
Kangaroos and Wallabies. We own a property at Humbug Scrub where we live with our many 
animals. My family share my love of wildlife and are very supportive. 

Sue Barendregt – Kangaroo Team Leader  
I have been looking after small joeys since 2013. I specialise in small pinkies and will care for 
them until they are ready to be transferred to another carer.  I have cared for many possums as 
well but found that Kangaroos are my passion. I have also been a Committee Member for 6 years. 

If you receive a new joey or sadly have one die, please let us know so we can update our 
database.  Our email address is frkangaroos@gmail.com or you can send a text message to Sue 
if you prefer. We are here for advice, help or a chat so please contact us with any issues or 
information you may require.  

It has been a challenging few months for us trying to understand the role and meet with some of 
our carers.  We would love to get to know you all and hope to do so as soon as we can.  It is 
pinkie season with many, many little ones coming into care.  All our compounds are at capacity, 
and we desperately need new carers that have property and are willing to install appropriate 
fencing and to be able to commit to caring for these incredible animals for the next 18 years or so. 
If you think that is you please contact us so we can discuss it further. 

 

 

 

Sharon Walker – Kangaroo Coordinator  
0430331557 / 82807895 
 
Sue Barendregt – Kangaroo Team Leader 
0402836424 

 

 

mailto:frkangaroos@gmail.com


 
 Bird Team Annual Report 
 
The bird team has had a very busy year again, as always, we had lots 
of birds come into care, 
more than we can manage but somehow, we have attended all calls 
for help that we have had.  
We need more carers, rescuers and transporters, also more people at 
the phones attending the calls for help, so we are focusing on more 
training to be able to cope with the beginning of the baby bird season.  
 
If you are a new member or an off-call carer wanting to come back, 
please contact the coordinator and we will be facilitating you having 
some birds in care, even if you can only help with a couple of them 
that will be appreciated.  
 
There has been some great news in the bird team, we are now able to trap birds that before  
We could not, we are trapping them with the help of the member of the public and our traps, birds  
With broken beaks (mainly magpies), Beak and feather disease, broken legs.... all thanks to our 
new magpie coordinator Chris Tanton.  
 

Also, we have been helping pet escapees that come into our care 
reuniting them with the owners if that is possible if not finding them 
another good home. We have received lots of good feedback from the 
members of the public that are finding out that we will always do all that 
is possible to help a bird in need. 
 
We want to thank all the wonderful vets that help us with our precious 
birds, special thanks  
to the Adelaide Koala and Wildlife Hospital who is always there for advice 
and help even if we inundate them with our precious wildlife, they never 
refuse treatment.  

 
Our biggest thanks to all our wonderful and dedicate carers, rescuers and phone operators we can 
not help the birds without you.  
 
Please if you need help, we are here to help you just contact me or any other coordinator.  
Just a reminder about putting in animal records and how very important it is, and we all need to 
have the permits asap.  
 
Nuria Solsona 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Magpie Annual Report 
 
 
Last breeding season started early and ended late, and we are expecting 
the same this year. 
 
We have some fabulous, new carers but as magpies are so territorial and 
need to be released where they are raised, we’ve reached out to these 
new carers and organised acceptable sized aviaries to raise fledglings.   
 

 
 
 

In the off season, we have had many magpies with either twine 
wrapped around their feet, (usually from poor choice of nesting 
material or just sheer curiosity and playfulness of magpies) but 
also many broken beak cases. (Most likely poor diet fed to them 
from members of the public.). Also, we have experienced cases of 
either pox or bumblefoot which we are still looking into. Throat 
worm has also been a major issue for the magpies 

 

 
 
The traps have helped to not only catch these birds but also have given us the opportunity to 
educate the public on diet. We are expecting another busy Spring and doing what we can to be 
prepared  
 
 
 

The red dots around one bird is my male who raised the 
fledglings.  I'd like to try that more often as rehoming adult 
males is difficult and my male flourished as a stepdad.  

 

 

 

 



Raptor Annual Report 
 

It was wonderful to be appointed as the new Raptor Co 
Ordinator this year - it was challenging, in the 
beginning, to communicate the importance of all 
Raptors being taken to an Avarian Vet as soon as 
possible as they specialise in this species to diagnose 

injuries. I highly recommend Adelaide Bird & Exotic Vet Centre - Anne Fowler. 

The message is slowly being taken seriously that ALL 
RAPTORS, by law, must be sighted by an Avarian Vet 
regardless of their circumstances. 
 
The Department of Environment and Water - Permits 
Unit have granted me permission to use an additional 
member for some Raptor transportation at my 
discretion.  The rules for Specialised Raptors are very 
strict and recue, rehabilitate and release of these 
species sometimes requires travelling long distances to 
collect an injured raptor, seek Avarian help and return 
to the wild! 
 
Kookaburras, Tawneys and Boo Books are classified as Raptors and we have a 
Bird Co-Ordinator Fay who also specialises in these species. 
 
I would like to also thank the Phone Hotline operators for their support - you 
have been wonderful. 

 
I love my Raptors and will continue supporting and 
helping these magnificent birds with the intention of 
further educating the public. 
 
Margie 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  BRUSHTAIL AND RINGTAIL POSSUMS 

 

The Fauna Rescue Possum Team has continued to be very busy all year round still applying the COVID 19 
safety measures – keeping the distance and hygiene protocol. 

Statistics – The last 12 months we have had an increase of 91 possums rescued, a grand total of 451 
possums.  You can view the table below a comparison with the previous year’s AGM statistics. These statistics 
are just from us so just imagine how many more we have from our wonderful carers of Fauna Rescue. 
 

  2019/2020 2020/2021 
  Brushtails Ringtails Brushtails Ringtails 
Dina De Ruyter 40 71 70 90 

Jill Caruso 44 54 48 65 

Kerrie Kelly 64 87 63 115 

Total 148 212 181 270 

Reunited Joeys – We are continuing to have some success of reuniting joeys with their mothers which has 
taken a small load off our dedicated carers. We recommend you do not attempt to reunite without being 
shown by an experienced member as there are any important factors that must be taken into consideration 
before attempting a reunite.  We successfully reunited 8 baby possums (4 brushtails and 4 ringtails) this year.  
We are always researching and modifying our reunite procedures in the hope of improving our success rate. 

Possums Boxes – Our Men’s Shed Program is jointly funded by the City of Onkaparinga and the 
Commonwealth Department at the Elizabeth House Positive Ageing Centre and continues to support us 
kindly made 80 Fauna Rescue Possum boxes from April 2020 until May 2021. We are again greatly 
appreciative of Sherman, the City of Onkaparinga and Elizabeth House for all their support as it is a vital step 
towards encouraging a good relationship between possums and people, ensuring the survival of our native 
possum species. 

We would also like to thank Bevin Kelly also for making about 35 wonderful possum boxes to ensure a supply 
for Fauna Rescue and for the possums we care for. 

A big thank you for the Rosefield Community Men’s Shed organised by Kerrie Kelly for making smaller carer 
boxes for our joey possums that come into care. They also kindly made 30 boxes as well as having the 
equipment to imprint our logo on the boxes. See below for the picture. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH TO ALL FOR YOUR TIME AND EFFORT ONCE AGAIN
in making the possum boxes for our wonderful wildlife 

 

 

 

 



-2- 

Incubators - This financial year we have received incubators for our advanced carers. We also received 
nets, poles, and traps for our rescuers/carers to help our little possum friends in need. More are being 
ordered before spring when we get the influx of possum adults/joeys. The Fauna Rescue Possum Team 
approached the committee about donating a larger incubator for the Adelaide Koala and Wildlife Centre 
to be used for a variety of animals. It came in good use during the Cherry Gardens bushfire. Due to 
having the incubator they helped many animals which without the incubator they would have struggled 
to keep these animals alive. 

 

 

 

 

 

---------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news – over the last couple of years we have been treating possums with bloat in conjunction 
with the AKAWC and we have successfully treated 9 possums which have been doing well and 
eventually released fit and healthy. This has given us the knowledge on how to treat them. You will need 
to contact the coordinator for the treatment plan. 

Written by 
Jill Caruso (Coordinator) 
Dina De Ruyter (Assistant Coordinator) 
Kerrie Kelly (Central Team Leader) 

A BIG THANK YOU FOR ALL OUR CARERS, RESCUERS, TRANSPORTERS, POSSUM 
TELEPHONE OPERATORS AND THE HOTLINE TELEPHONE OPERATORS FOR ALL YOUR 
HARD WORK. IF IT WASN’T FOR YOU, WE COULD NOT HAVE A POSSUM TEAM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FLYING-FOX & MICROBAT TEAM ANNUAL REPORT 
2020-2021 

 
 

FLYING-FOXES 
Grey-headed Flying-fox – Pteropus poliocephalus 
 
Since the resignation of the previous Flying-fox & Microbat Coordinator in May 2020, we 
quickly regrouped and formed an action plan in preparation for the 2020-2021 Flying-fox 
season. 
We decided to create a Coordination Team and the Committee agreed to the proposal of 
Katrina Boardman, Jackie Hunt and Ella Kuhnert, assisted by Linda Collins as a consultant in 
these roles. 
With the formation of a second bat rescue group in Adelaide, firstly our Flying-fox & 
Microbat and Heat Stress Event policies were rewritten.  
We had to recruit new members for the team, not only to replace members who moved to 
the other group but to enlarge the team to more easily manage the Heat Stress Events of 
the future.  
Bat Team members now attend every New Members Workshop to inform new members 
about working with bats and encouraging them to become involved. Vaccinations are 
expensive (approx $400), so it is helpful to try to get new members interested in activities 
suitable for non-vaccinated people and informing those already vaccinated against Rabies 
that all they require is a blood test for their titre. 
We successfully recruited four new carers for orphans, with three continuing on to care this 
coming season, several new rescuers and some members who are not vaccinated to help at 
heat stress events, who have been fully trained for their roles assisting us. 
A comprehensive training program was undertaken in the small window we had before the 
baby and heat stress season began. 
These training sessions and meetings were planned, written and were presented by Linda 
Collins. 
We will be forever indebted to Linda Collins for all her work assisting us with vast amount 
of work undertaken to create a professional, informed and cohesive team of the future.  
 
 
Training & Presentations 
 
 Flying-fox & Microbat Team meeting for existing members – presentation of new 

policy. 
 Introduction to Flying-foxes & Microbats 
 Flying-fox Rescue  
 Orphaned Flying-fox Hand Rearing  
 De-brief for the Flying-fox events of Last Season 
 Getting to know the Flying –fox Colony 
 Flying-fox Heat Stress Events 

 
The Introduction to Flying-foxes & Microbats, Flying-fox Rescue, Orphaned Flying-fox Hand 
Rearing and Flying-fox Heat Stress Events training will take place each year in the lead up to 
the following season.  



An Advanced Flying-fox Carers Workshop has also been written and will be presented later 
this year for experienced carers. 
 
We also ran two more social events for members. 
“Getting to know the Colony” was held mainly for 
new members to introduce them to the park inhabited 
by the Flying-foxes and to familiarise them with the area 
that needs checking for orphaned young and giving details 
of their behaviour during heat stress events. “Flying-fox  
Fly In and Breakfast in the Park” was held for team members 
to experience a fly in rather than the fly out seen during counts. 
This breakfast was held mid November when the mothers were 
returning to the colony after leaving their young overnight. 
It truly is amazing to hear the calls of both the mothers and  
young as they endeavour to reunite.    
 
 
Housing 
 
For the coming 2020-2021 season we made 
improvements to the housing facilities of the 
Flying-foxes. Firstly, the Fauna Rescue crèche 
aviary, which was returned from the previous 
Coordinator, was relocated to Katrina Boardman’s 
property, giving her two crèche aviaries. 
A working bee was organised on 8th November 
to erect, set up and dress out this aviary next to 
the existing one. After seeking permission from 
the director of the Botanics, the release aviary, 
which is erected in Botanic Park, was extended 
to give an improved flight length for the juveniles  
pre-release.  
The warehouse area of the Fauna Rescue Headquarters was again set up to receive bats for 
temporary housing if required. 
 
 
Heat Stress Event 
 
The 2020-2021 Flying-fox season was kind to both the bats and the team members after 
the devastation and stress of the previous season.  
We only had to attend the colony on two occasions due to high temperatures during the 
past season.  
The first occasion was on 10th January 2021, when the temperature did not reach the 
expected high and no bat deaths were recorded. It did, however give us the opportunity to 
set up our new triage tent in a new location (Palm Valley), which is located on the left hand 
side of Plane Tree Drive outside of the actual colony itself in the park. 
The second occasion was on 24th January, when the temperature reached 42.7° by 1pm, 
and a minor heat stress event took pace with the loss of 138 animals. 



Twenty bats were hydrated and released on the day and five bats were taken into care and 
released into the colony from the release aviary in Botanic Park. 
We were able to test our new misting fans (which were very successful), new team heat 
stress event procedures and also the plans put in place prior to working with the Botanics 
staff and the Adelaide Zoo veterinary department. 
The purchase of the Fauna Rescue van will make transportation to and from the colony 
with the kit for heat stress events much easier in future. 
 
The 24th of January was also the date of the Cherry Gardens bushfire. We received the news 
that Katrina Boardman, who lives in Mylor and has two crèche aviaries on her property, was 
preparing to evacuate. A decision was made to also evacuate our hand-reared bats from 
these aviaries and Jackie Hunt left the heat stress event to make the journey up to Mylor to 
collect the bats. This was a successful evacuation and the bats were housed at the Fauna 
Rescue Headquarters overnight. This was a good decision as the fire reached within a 
kilometre of Katrina and Wayne’s property.  
 
 
Fruit Chopping 
 
Once again, although for a much smaller quantity of bats, Kathryn Conlin undertook the 
organisation of feeding the bats at release stage and the roster for the chopping team who 
worked at Headquarters every day from 20th February 2021 when the Flying-foxes entered 
the release aviary and concluded on 30th June when support feeding ended. A huge thank 
you to Kathryn and all members of the chopping team who worked every day to keep the 
bats fed and also to the vaccinated members of the team, who cleaned and fed the bats in 
all weathers at the release aviary during this period. 
 
 
Release 
 
The extended release aviary was erected in its usual location in Botanic Park on 18th 
February 2021. 
Thirty Fauna Rescue hand-reared young, two heat stress survivors from a satellite colony at 
Millicent that were collected from another wildlife rescue organisation by Katrina 
Boardman and Jackie Hunt and five Adelaide colony heat stress survivors were successfully 
released back into the colony from the release aviary in Botanic Park.  
Thirty-seven Fauna Rescue bats entered the release aviary on 20th February 2021 and were 
subsequently released on 14th March 2021. 
Bat Rescue South Australia, the other bat rescue group, was granted permission to use the 
Fauna Rescue release facility, with the understanding that the cost of set up and 
dismantling was shared equally with us. 
Thirty of Bat Rescue’s bats, along with three of Fauna Rescue’s bats that needed more time 
in care, entered the release aviary on 19th March 2021 and were released on 9th April 2021. 
 
Support feeding was completed by 30th June 2021. 
 
Fauna Rescue plans to seek agreement from the director of the Botanics to allow the 
release aviary to remain permanently on site. 



Although there will be an initial cost of a permanent security fencing around the aviary, this 
would reduce future costs of erecting and dismantling the aviary each year, as well as 
reducing the huge amount of time and effort by bat team members organising and assisting 
with this project. 
 
 
Banding 
 
As Wayne Boardman is now a trained bat bander in South Australia, all the bats that are 
taken into care and then subsequently released, are banded by Wayne. This includes all the 
hand-reared young, that are firstly micro-chipped in order to identify for weights and 
measures in crèche, as they are too young to band at that stage. This gives us the 
opportunity to record the data of these animals if they either come back into care or are 
found deceased. Members of the public are much more likely to report a deceased bat with 
a band as it will be seen to have some significance. 
 
 
Microchip Scanner 
 
We were very fortunate to have the use of a microchip scanner provided by Terry Reardon, 
a microbat specialist. The scanner is usually used to collect data of micro-chipped microbats 
as they enter and leave the Naracoorte caves.  While not in use, Terry set up the scanner on 
one side of the release aviary once the bats had been released and were being support fed 
on the outside of the aviary. Terry was interested to know if it would work as well for the 
hand-reared Flying-foxes that had been micro-chipped. It worked extraordinarily well and 
we were able to see that the bats were still alive and feeding, as well as the times that they 
were returning to the aviary to feed. We would now like to purchase our own scanner for 
use every year now we have seen the benefit of the data it can provide. 
 
 
Colony Sprinkler System 
 
After the trial of a sprinkler system at Singleton and Yarra Bend in NSW, along with the 
Botanics and DEW, we looked into the possibility of installing a sprinkler system in the 
Adelaide Colony to assist the bats and reduce mortality during the many heat stress events 
encountered here. Since the Flying-foxes arrived, Adelaide has experienced 42 days over 
40° compared to the closest contender Paramatta, Sydney with 23 days . We applied 
without initial success for grants to assist with the cost but eventually Fauna Rescue agreed, 
along with Green Adelaide to share the installation expense. The groundwork for the 
system was completed by the end of December 2020 and the rest of the system has now 
been installed in chosen trees. Testing and introducing the system to the bats slowly to get 
them used to the effect now needs to take place.  
 



Understory Planting 
 
The Botanics have finally started some understory planting 
within the area of the colony, below the taller trees. 
 These plants will eventually grow and will assist the bats 
in times of high temperatures by giving them a cooler, 
shaded area to move into. When Flying-foxes get heat 
stressed, they will seek cooler areas by coming down  
low to more shaded areas, but this has not been an option 
for them within the Adelaide colony, due to the lack of 
understory. This planting will take many years to grow  
but will hopefully, one day help with lowering mortality  
during heat stress events.  
 
 
Grants  
 
The Fauna Rescue Bat Team has applied for several grants over the past year. We applied to 
Wildlife Heroes, for the sprinklers, but were unsuccessful.  
We also applied to Wires for a grant to cover the cost of the sprinkler system and after a 
long wait the sum of $30,000 was granted. This will cover the cost of the groundwork that 
Green Adelaide had provided the funds for as well as the installation of the sprinklers. 
We have also applied for a 3rd grant, this time from Green Adelaide, which is still under 
consideration. We have applied for funding for regeneration to extend canopy trees for the 
colony and also for the cost of a microchip scanner for our release aviary. 
 
 
Flying-fox Fly Out Counts 
 
We continue to undertake monthly Flying-fox fly out 
counts. These regular counts are undertaken as the 
flying-fox population is fluid and the numbers of bats 
in the colony rise and fall at different times of the year.  
We can also monitor the direction that the majority of 
the bats fly in, which is linked to the availability of food 
(mostly nectar & pollen from native flowering trees) at 
the time. We now have a diverse range of people  
attending these counts after advertising on our public 
Facebook page “Bats of Adelaide city” and Bat Team  
members spreading the word. We have team members 
often accompanied by friends or family, new members 
interested in joining the team, vets, vet students and 
members of the public with an interest in bats. 
 
 
Moving Forward 
 
In addition to rescue, rehabilitation and release, our team has been branching out into 
public outreach and education endeavours.  We launched a Facebook page “Bats of 



Adelaide City - Rescue, Rehabilitation, Conservation and Education” to improve the public 
image of Flying-foxes and Microbats.  
We have a very dedicated group of carers who have formed a “talking Batty” group and are 
planning public education and outreach seminars. Members of this team plan to meet with 
councils to help them better address the frequently asked questions they get from the 
public. We are also in the process of creating two information brochures, one with general 
information about Bats and the other about Wildlife Safe Netting, which is applicable to all 
species. 
 
 
2021 National Flying-fox Forum 
 
It has been announced that the National Flying-fox Forum is to be held in Adelaide on 
Tuesday 14th September this year at the Sanctuary, Adelaide Zoo. 
Fauna Rescue has sponsored this event, so our logo will appear on the advertising and 
printed matter for the event. 
Linda Collins will be giving a presentation on this season’s Flying-fox electrocutions. It is 
hoped that as many Fauna Rescue Bat Team members can attend as possible. It is a great 
opportunity for the Fauna Rescue Flying-fox team to receive some recognition for all the 
fabulous work they do, not only with the rescue, rehabilitation and release of the bats but 
with their extremely accurate data collection and recording as well. 
 
 
MICROBATS 
 
Policy 
 
We are well underway with the writing of a Microbat policy in line with the Flying-fox policy 
and all team members will be required to read, sign and abide by this policy. 
 
Training 
 
We are fortunate to have Terry Reardon to assist us with the Microbat training and grateful 
for his offer of assistance with such things as identification and relocation of rescued 
animals. 
 
A Care & Management of Microbats training workshop has been held where Terry did a 
presentation about different species, identification and roosts. Katrina Boardman then 
followed with a presentation on rescue, care, feeding, housing and release of Microbats 
and the equipment required.  
There seems to be an improved amount of interest from those who wish to care for 
microbats in the future. 
 
Data 
Work is also being done towards a Microbat database to enable us to collect the same high 
level of data on Microbat rescue and care as we do for Flying-foxes. 



WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS 
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