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Chairperson’s Comments 
Hello everyone,  

I can’t believe how quickly this year has passed and that we 
are heading towards Christmas already. Although 
experiencing some COVID-19 scares and experiencing a 
lockdown, we must all appreciate how lucky South 
Australia has been, to date, with relatively few outbreaks of 
the virus. I sincerely hope all members and their families 
have avoided illness and are healthy and happy. 

I would like to say a special thank you to species 
coordinators. They are always on hand if members need 
assistance or advice at the same time as being involved 
with caring and training.  They keep abreast of what is 
happening with their chosen species and work hard to 
ensure their proper care.  I would also like to thank the 
phone operators who provide an exceptional service to the 
community by answering calls for wildlife in distress.  As a 
phone operator myself I can testify that some of the calls 
that come through are distressing and can be very difficult 
to solve, however we do have a great team and call upon 
each other and the coordinators to work out the problem 
calls.  

As the COVID-19 pandemic eased during the year we were 
able to resume our workshops and start to move forward 
with planning for the future of Fauna Rescue.   

Work on the new database has progressed and we are 
hoping to have it up and running before the end of the 
year.  Alongside the new database is a new Animal Records 
system which will allow updates to an animal record which 
will result in better record keeping.  Both will be web based 
so easily accessible. 

Please DO NOT use email to contact Fauna Rescue for wildlife that is injured, requires rescuing or re-locating. 

Important Phone Numbers 

Working with the Botanic Park, University of Adelaide, 
Dept of Environment and Water, and Greening Adelaide, 
we applied for a grant to install a sprinkler system in the 
trees of the bat colony to keep them cooler during the 
days of extreme heat in Adelaide.  We are very pleased to 
announce that our grant application was approved and 
funds have already been received. We can now 
commence installation of the high level mister and 
sprinkler system in the Botanic Park bat colony thanks to 
the generosity of WIRES, hopefully in time for any 
extreme heat events expected in the next few months. 

Kind regards 

Marie 

Chairperson 

 

Updated 2021 Workshop Dates  

Please book your tickets via the 
Fauna Rescue website  

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/
events/ 

12 September - Reptile Workshop (excluding 
   snakes) - Bookings are open 

19 September - AGM—Bookings are open 

3   October - Flying Fox Heat Stress Event 
    Training 

17 October - Possum Workshop—Bookings 
    are open 

14 November - New Member Orientation  

 
Please put these dates in your diary. Venues will be 
advised at a later date. 

(08) 8289 0896 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/events/
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/events/
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One third of the Fauna Rescue Hotline Team got together 
for breakfast before the reptile workshop on 1st November 

Volunteers Needed—Can you Help 
Fauna Rescue has a number of Vacant Volunteer Positions. You do not 
necessarily need to be an animal carer to help us in the following capacities: 

Vacant Positions: 

Fundraising Officer—some experience in this field would be beneficial; 
please forward an expression of interest to: admin@faunarescue.org.au  

Grants Officer—some experience in this field would be beneficial; please 
forward an expression of interest to: admin@faunarescue.org.au  

Fauna Rescue Hotline vacancies 
We are currently recruiting for Hotline team members. 

The Hotline is an essential part of Fauna Rescue, and our team are the front 
line of communication with the public. We organise rescues for injured and 
orphaned animals and birds, and at this time of year we take up to 1,700 
calls a month shared around 20 of us. That’s up to 1,700 animals and birds 
in one month that we have directly helped. 

We provide full training for this important role. You work from home with 
your own phone. You need to be available for at least 2.5 hours a week, and 
you will have good problem solving, communication and organisational 
skills. 

If this sounds like it could be you, please ring me on 0403 130 958 and have 
a chat? Thanks, Sue Gredley (Hotline Coordinator)  

 
 
 

Carers Urgently Needed 
Baby bird season is upon us already and we urgently 
need carers  to help during this busy time. If you would 
like to help, please call Nuria, Bird Coordinator on 0424 
413 842. If you have not yet had training, Nuria will 

work with you one on one to give you the training you 
need. She will also be available  
for any help you may need.  

Carers needed for all species  

As we move into spring and the 
breeding seasons of most species, more carers are urgently 
needed. If you are able to help, please contact the relevant 
species coordinators to discuss how you can help. 
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Welcome  
to our new  Finance Officer  

Catherine Laidlaw 

Hello, my name 
is Catherine 
Laidlaw. I'm a 
CPA and have 
experience in a 
variety of 
sectors with 4 
years spent in 
Agriculture.  

I am hoping to 
help Fauna 
Rescue develop 

a sound financial system that will 
see them remain operational into  
the future. Personally, I am 
married, with 2 children of 20 and 
16 and I also have 2 beautiful dogs 
of 11 and 2 1/2.  

From the Editor 
If you have any interesting or funny 
stories for our newsletter, please 
forward them via email to: 
jeanmarilyn.smith@gmail.com 
Please ensure that any documents 
are prepared in Word format (doc or 
docx) and any photos are resized to 
small size before sending.  

Thank you 

Correction to the In Appreciation 
Notice in the March Newsletter; 
Apologies to Amanda Moar and 
family who have been dedicated 
members of Fauna Rescue for 16 
years, not the 10 years mentioned in 
the last newsletter. 
Thank you Amanda and family for 
your continued dedication to Wildlife 
and to Fauna Rescue. 

mailto:admin@faunarescue.org.au
mailto:admin@faunarescue.org.au
mailto:jeanmarilyn.smith@gmail.com
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IMPORTANT 

NOTICES 

BATS—Important Information 
Bats, including the Grey-headed Flying-fox, can carry the 
Hendra virus and Australian bat lyssavirus. However, they 
pose little human health risks unless a person is bitten or 
scratched.  

It is very important that you never handle any bat, including 
dead or injured bats. If you are bitten or scratched by a bat, 
wash the site immediately with plenty of soap and water 
and seek immediate medical attention. If you find an 
injured or dead bat, please contact a wildlife rescue 
organization, such as Fauna Rescue. Do not attempt to 
remove it yourself. Hendra virus outbreaks are extremely 
rare and there have been no cases in South Australia. There 
is no evidence that humans catch the virus directly from 
flying-foxes. Incidences of Australian bat lyssavirus are also 
extremely rare and preventable; prevalence of the virus in 
wild bats is also very low (less than one per cent). The virus 
is only transmitted by the saliva of an infected animal 
coming into contact with an open wound or mucus 
membrane such as the eyes, nose or mouth. Lyssavirus is 
not spread through bat droppings or urine, so people are 
not exposed to the virus if one flies overhead, feeds or 
roosts in their garden, or if they live near, or visit, a colony. 

Wildlife Rescue and  
COVID-19 

Fauna Rescue is following all SA Government directives 
and taking precautionary measures as advised by the SA 
Department of Health. 

Up-to-date information on COVID-19 can be found via 
the following link: https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/ 

RESTRICTIONS HAVE EASED, BUT THERE’S NO ROOM 
FOR COMPLACENCY. Social distancing must still be 
practiced and masks worn when in the presence of non 
family members. 

Paying for food supplies or merchandise: 
NEW PROCEDURE – IN THE MEMBERS section of the 
Fauna Rescue Website for members can make payment 
for purchased items – it is under the subject boxes.  If 
you prefer not to pay cash to our stockists you can make 
payment directly via Paymate on our Website – You 
should make payment prior to collecting your items and 
provide proof of payment to the stockist.  If you are 
making a payment for goods provided by a stockist 
please include the stockist’s initials in the Order ID field 
of the deposit form.  Please ensure you include what you 
are paying for. 

Claims for Reimbursement 
All claims, including transportation are required to be lodged 
on a regular and timely basis. It is recommended claims be 
lodged at least on a monthly basis (or more frequently, as 
required) with the exception of the Vehicle Use Contribution 
Claim which may be submitted at the end of 12 months*. 
Delay in lodging claims for a protracted amount of time may 
jeopardise their approval Claims for expenses which back-date 
more than 3 months must be accompanied by an explanation 
for the delay in submitting the claim; the claim and 
explanation will be submitted to Committee for assessment 
and a decision regarding approval). *If claiming the Vehicle 
Use Contribution annually (for the period 1 April of one year 
to 31 March of the following year inclusive), please ensure 
your claim is submitted as soon as possible after 31 March. 
Any late claims received must be considered by the 
Committee and may not be paid if submitted out of time. 

The Grey-headed Flying-Fox 
A recovery plan for the Grey Headed Flying Fox (officially 
listed as a Vulnerable Species) has just been released 
(see link below). The Colony in South Australia is 
mentioned quite a bit throughout the document. It is a 
very important part of the overall recovery plan. 
The Minister made the plan on the 18 March 2021 and it 
came into effect under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act on 19 March 2021: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/
threatened/publications/recovery/grey-headed-flying-

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/recovery/grey-headed-flying-fox
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/recovery/grey-headed-flying-fox
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IMPORTANT 

NOTICES 

continued 

FRUIT FLY—VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE 

This year there have been many fruit fly outbreaks in and around 
Adelaide.  

In 2020 a possum in care died. A property that had recently been sprayed 
for fruit fly prevention backed on to a neighboring property where two 
possums, in care in an aviary, became ill. The vet who treated the animals 
indicated that the possum died of toxins in its system. 

If you are caring for native wildlife it is suggested that you establish 
whether any fruit fly has been detected in your area and if any 
neighboring properties are being sprayed, by visiting: https://
www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks. 

If neighboring properties are being sprayed it is recommended that you 
relocate your animals to a safe distance whilst spraying is taking place 
and do not feed leaves or fruit from any affected areas.  

Please ensure that you always wash any leaves and fruit/vegetables that 
you collect/purchase and feed to animals in your care. 

You should never use any chemical or insect spray around any wildlife in 
your care unless prescribed by a vet for medical reasons such as mites, 
fleas etc.  

Location of fruit fly outbreaks 

— in Adelaide Metro area 
Angle Park – Mediterranean fruit fly  
Black Forest – Mediterranean fruit fly  
Blair Athol – Mediterranean fruit fly  
Campbelltown – Mediterranean fruit fly  
Croydon Park – Mediterranean fruit fly  
Klemzig – Mediterranean fruit fly  
Marleston – Mediterranean fruit fly  
Pooraka – Mediterranean fruit fly  
Ridleyton – Queensland fruit fly  
Rosewater – Mediterranean fruit fly  
Semaphore Park – Mediterranean fruit fly  
Warradale – Mediterranean fruit fly.  

— In the Riverland 
Monash – Queensland fruit fly  
Renmark West – Queensland fruit fly  
Cooltong – Queensland fruit fly  
Berri – Queensland fruit fly  
Pike River – Queensland fruit fly 

— In Port Augusta 
Port Augusta – Mediterranean fruit fly  

Please make yourself aware  
Fruit Fly  

restrictions are in force in infected areas 
Please visit: https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/
fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks 

Restrictions in place until December 2021 

YOUR SAFETY WHEN DOING RESCUES 

Have you ever been to a house to do a rescue, and not been sure about whether you are safe? 

We expect all of our rescuers to consider their own safety at all times. Luckily, 99% of members of the public (MOP) 
who contact us are friendly, lovely people; but we need you to feel comfortable. 

Ultimately, you are the person responsible for your own safety and you must absolutely prioritise your safety over the 
animal or bird to be rescued. 

Some ideas to consider which will help to keep you safe: 

• If the call is at night, discuss with the Hotline operator if the animal/bird can be collected the next day—with the 
MOP asked to contain and keep warm and comfortable overnight. OR if it is an emergency, if the MOP can take to 
the emergency vet. 

• don’t enter a house if you are not comfortable – get the MOP to bring the animal outside to you, if possible. 
• take someone with you or ask us on the Hotline to arrange a 2nd rescuer to accompany you. 
• arrange for a “phone buddy”, a family member or friend, or another Fauna Rescue member; let them know the 

address where you are going and arrange to ring them when the rescue is complete. If they don’t hear from you 
after a pre-arranged time ask them to call you or for other help.  

• remember to wear a mask and practice social distancing. 
• above all, if you feel uncomfortable for any reason, don’t enter the house alone. Call the Hotline and arrange for a 

second person to meet you there. 

We so appreciate those of you who are “on call” for rescues. Stay safe and enjoy the experience! 

Sue Gredley (Hotline Coordinator)  

Hotline phone number 08 8289 0896 

https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks
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IMPORTANT 

NOTICES 

continued 

https://wildtalk.org.au/ 

WildTalk has been set up to help people working 
with Australian wildlife in a volunteer or paid 
capacity. 

It is designed to provide an assistance program to all 
rescuers, carers, veterinary professionals and 
researchers through times of illness, injury or crisis 
that have an impact on mental health. 

Established in 2019, WildTalk recognizes a need to 
support the wildlife rescue and rehabilitation 
workers in unique ways. As such, our service is 
provided independently of any wildlife organization, 
giving our clients the confidence to be open  and 
candid. 

Working with wildlife is a rewarding path in life. 
WildTalk recognizes that caring about wildlife comes 
with a variety of unique challenges and we are here 
to help. 

Each individual will be able to access up to 6 sessions 

 

Two Green Threads is on a mission to inspire, 
support and rejuvenate the many individuals who 
invest so much of themselves helping native 
wildlife. 

We acknowledge that the role of a wildlife 
volunteer can be a journey of extremes – reward 
and fulfilment, alongside relentless effort and 
possibly grief – moments that give, and moments 
that take. 

Each day and week will vary, and our non-wildlife 
moments also contribute to our volunteering 
energy, outlook, nervous systems and over all 
wellbeing. The experiences, occasions and 
intensity which fills or empties our buckets are 
unique to each of us. 

Let’s recognize that we have a bucket and that 
there must be a conscious effort to refill. 

The ‘Refill Your Bucket’ campaign is an initiative by 
Two Green Threads, a registered national charity 
created to energize and inspire the service of our 
wildlife volunteers, enabling a supported and 
resilient tribe of individuals and wildlife groups 
looking after our native wildlife. 

Learn more about Two Green Threads at 
www.twogreenthreads.org 

At the recent Wildlife Carers Conference,  the following 

two organizations were highlighted as providing mental 

health assistance to all Wildlife Carers and Rescuers 

to cope with the stress they may need to deal with in 

caring for our native wildlife 

If you need support, we are here for you. 

WildTalk—1300 307 111 
Email - info@wildtalk.org.au 

  

https://wildtalk.org.au/
http://www.twogreenthreads.org
mailto:info@wildtalk.org.au
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The south Adelaide Fauna Rescue release aviary was erected in October 2019 and is located on the Range near Willunga.  

To date : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

have been cared for, rehabilitated and 
released from this aviary. Once released 

there is always a 
watchful eye and plenty of support food available for all. Releasing these guys is the best part 
of being a carer and I always shed a tear of joy when the hatch on the aviary is opened and 
out they fly - to freedom.  

A couple of Rainbow Lorikeets came to join the team in the aviary and their story was that 
one of them had been orphaned and raised by a carer and the other, who was quite young as 
well, had come into care with damaged feathers. At this point they were both the same size 
so were crèched together. It was clear to me that these little guys really loved each other; 
most of the time they would sit really close 
together on the lower branches. As time went on 
the one without feather damage was getting 

stronger and stronger in his flight, and the other was plodding along flying a 
little, but not able to get the same amount of lift as the other lorikeet. So, the 
stronger one would go for a few circuits around the aviary and then back to sit 
with his friend. It was very obvious that these guys had an unbelievable bond 
with each other.  

Release day had come for everyone in the aviary except for the lorikeet that 
was still growing back his feathers. I wasn’t worried about him being by himself 
in the aviary as I had news there were other lorikeets coming to join him. The time had come to open the hatch and I didn’t 
pop him in a basket as I knew he couldn’t get the lift to fly through the hatch, so I wasn’t going to put him through any 
stress. The hatch was opened, and several lorikeets happily flew to freedom settling in a nearby tree. The stronger of the 
pair of lorikeets seemed quite excited by all the ruckus and did a couple of laps around the aviary settling on the outlet of 
the hatch to freedom, watching all the others fly away. He sat there for a while thinking about things and the choices that 
lay in front of him, turning back to look at his friend a couple of times and then checking out to see what the released birds 
were doing. He was sort of looking like he was going to fly away from the aviary a few times when he turned around and 
had one last look at his friend sitting on a lower branch and, with that, flew back down and sat with his friend on the lower 

branch. It was obvious he was going to wait for his friend and sit by his side until they 
were both ready. Many tears were shed that day, tears of joy for the released and tears of 
amazement of the love these guys had for each other. Time went by and feathers grew 
stronger and stronger and the two companions were released together.  

 

 

 

 

 

Written by Jane Darling 

A Strong unbreakable bond withstands …“FREEDOM”” 

121 Rainbow Lorikeets 

35 Musk Lorikeets 

17 Galahs 

1 Corella 

46 Rosellas  

10 Murray Magpies (Magpie Lark)  

Support feeding released birds 

We fly together, high and free; 

I follow you; you follow me. 

We two birds in the open sky,  

Unbreakable souls you and I.  

The two companions on a lower branch 

Showing how much they love 

each other 
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE: 

Any animal brought into care with the intent to be 
rehabilitated or raised as a orphan and then released 
back into the wild should never be humanised. It is 
never OK.  I have been releasing possums for a very 
long time and have had lots of experience with a 
diverse range of releases. I just thought I would share 
this interesting story with you all and shine a light on 
what happens at the other end when possums are 
humanised.  
 

This story is about a male ringtail possum and his name 
is Angus. Angus was found on the ground one day by a 
member on the public, he was a baby, wet cold and 
hungry. The kind member of the 
public took Angus to a vet; Bless 
her. One of the vet nurses there 
decided she would care for him; 
he was very little and needed 
lots of love and care. As he grew 
bigger and stronger, he became 
a focus of conversation in the 
vet surgery as the vet nurse 
would carry him around on her 
shoulder all day. Possums are 
nocturnal and should be asleep 
during the day, so this was not 
ideal.  

The day came when I received a 
phone call about Angus asking 
me if there was anything I could 
do about releasing him now as he was becoming a 
bother in the vet surgery during the day. Yes, was my 
answer and soon Angus arrived on my doorstep. 

I knew I would have to take his rehabilitation very 
slowly and be very patient as he relied heavily on 
humans for his company. He was too big at this stage 
to buddy with another possum and he was also too 
humanised. My first step was to get him to start 
sleeping during the day and be awake at night. This 
took a good 3 weeks to get him sleeping during the 
day. Angus would be awake for most of the day, I 
would just leave him be and when he called out for a 
cuddle, I would give him a quick cuddle and then pop 
him back in his box. Finally, he started sleeping during 
the day. YES, that was my first win!  

He was a really good eater, loved his browse so his diet 
wasn’t a concern. I was happy to then plod along with 
this win for a while letting him settle into possum hours 
and being awake at night. Angus was really dependent 
on humans so I would get up frequently during the 
night to give him an almond and a cuddle. As time went 
by he needed my cuddles less and less. YES, another 
win!  

My next step was to get him out at night while I was 
hanging out the washing etc. (I’m a night owl) and he 
would walk along the clothesline and around the 
verandah for a while here and there. I tried putting him 
in the aviary and that didn’t go well, he was extremely 
stressed so that wasn’t an option, it seemed like he felt 

too far away from me. The big 
cage on the veranda seemed 
to be what he was comfortable 
with.   All was going well! My 
next step was to leave his cage 
open at night. (He was in a 
really big cage on my veranda) 
and he would venture around 
the verandah and up into the 
trees for a while then back in 
his box. He was always back in 
his box in the mornings. YES, 
another win.  

One night I was fast asleep and 
my husband was whispering 
Jane, Jane, Jane, to which I 
replied “what’s happening “ he 

said there’s a possum knocking on the bedroom 
window; he had got up because he heard some noises 
outside and thought someone was breaking into the 
house so went around the house to check it out, and 
there is Angus knocking on the bedroom window. I got 
up, gave him an almond and popped him back in his 
box. This happened a few times, he really just needed 
to know someone was there when he needed some 
contact. Things were still going well and from time to 
time I would be hanging out the washing (again the 
night owl) and there he was walking along the washing 
line to greet me. By now I had stopped giving him an 
almond, he just got a hi, how are things going, and I 
would pop him back up the tree. At this stage he was 
still coming back to his box by morning.  

A Different Kind of Possum release 

Continued on next page 
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 A Different Kind of Possum release ...continued 

My gut feeling now was that he was ready. I told my 
husband that Angus was now ready to go up in the tree, 
so he secured his box in the tree that was just outside 
the house, the tree he was usually in.  

Things were going great, Angus was now living in his box 
in the tree, sleeping possum hours and was a very 
happy little chap. He would come and visit me often 
when he would see me hanging out the washing and, as 

time went 
by, these 
visits 
became 
less and 
less.   
I missed 
his visits; 
however,  
I was 
really 
happy for 
Angus. I 
knew he 
was doing 
really well 
as we 
would see 
him from 
time to 
time up in 

his favourite tree, he was just no longer dependent on 
humans. Eight years on and Angus is still going strong up 
in his box in his favourite tree. We still see him from 
time to time. He just says hi from afar.  A great outcome 
for Angus.  

This sort of release is not what we want for our 
possums in care, Angus was a different sort of release. 
This is just an insight of what needs to be done when 
possums are humanised, some can’t be released at all, 
and it takes a trained eye to be able to identify this and 
find the right releaser and right circumstances. Always 
talk to your Co-ordinator about releasing possums or if 
you have any questions. 

Written by Jane Darling 

Ang

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Fauna Rescue of SA Inc. No 
responsibility is taken for any actions or outcome from information within this publication. 

Guess who’s coming 
to dinner  

I was sent the below picture of this Brushtail possum 
who had invited himself to dinner in the dining room of 
a member of the public (MOP). He had entered 
through the large patio doors leading from the back 
garden. 

Before being discovered he had made himself quite at 
home and left 
quite a few 
messages 
around the 
room and 
knocked a few 
things over 
(such an 
ungrateful 
guest) 

When the 
occupants 
discovered him 
they tried to 
tell him he 
wasn’t 
welcome and 
encourage him 
to leave by the 
patio doors through which he’d entered, using a broom 
to try to shush him out. But he was having none of 
it…….. he wanted his dinner. I was called and arrived 
armed with gloves, net, basket and towels, only to find 
that he had taken refuge behind a bureau. The MOP 
had jumped at the chance to block the spaces around 
the bureau; this made my job of catching him easier, 
we just had to pull out the bureau. I just threw a towel 
over him and transferred him to my basket.  The home 
was just one street away from Gilbertson Gully where, 
I presumed, he had come from, if not, it was still close 
enough for him to return to his home and any family. 

Lesson learned; if you are not present perhaps avoid 
leaving full room width doors open as an invitation.  
I’m just glad it wasn’t a snake that came to dinner!!! 

Written by Jean Smith 

Angus’s home 
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The story of a young Bat loving hero  

With the cold winter well and truly here in Adelaide and the Hills our little 
Micro-bat friends are tucked tightly away somewhere protected and in 
and out of torpor (a state of inactivity when their heart rate slows and 
body temperature drops). They do this during the colder months to 
conserve energy when insects are scarce. Unfortunately, they don’t really 
know the difference between an old jacket hanging in the shed, or under 
pillows of outdoor furniture, to a hollowed tree branch or old bark on a 
tree. As long as it is cosy and out of the elements they will be happy. 
We have had a number of calls to the Fauna Rescue bat hotline by 
members of the public finding these sleeping beauties in coats, outdoor 
umbrellas, horse rugs, outdoor furniture and wood piles. 
If you happen to find a micro-bat, please don’t touch it. Call the Fauna 
Rescue bat hotline and an experienced 
carer will talk you through a plan or come 
out and check the situation. Micro-bats 
must stay within the area they are found; 
they will have more than one roosting 
place in that area which they will go to.  
These two little Lesser Long Eared Bats 
that were just recently found under an 
outside cushion, were placed by a 
vaccinated carer, into a bat box and hung 
in a protected area to soft release 
themselves. It is highly unlikely they will 
return to the outdoor furniture where 
they were found. 

So, what are the micro bats of Adelaide doing at this time of year?  

Amos is 8 years old, and 
recently became inspired to 
do something to support 
the welfare of endangered 
or threatened wildlife. He 
loves the flying foxes in the 
Adelaide Botanic Park, and 
especially that they fly out 
over our house and street 
at night. He decided to run a fruit smoothie stall to raise funds 
for Fauna Rescue - with the flying foxes in mind. We did some 
research and made a flyer, which he then delivered to the 
letterboxes in our street. Then on Saturday we set up a stall 
on our front lawn and sold smoothies and collected donations. 
He also made a costume, a placard and a sign, and between 
customers he walked around chanting "save the flying foxes". 
He was pretty chuffed to raise $78 in one afternoon.  
Amos’ mum Liesl has provided the above inspiring story and 

the photos of Amos’ efforts …..Thank you Amos 
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.A message from Nuria our Bird Coordinator 

Recently I received a phone call from workers at Henley 
Beach Library. An Alexandrine parrot 
had flown onto a worker's shoulder 
and was happy to just sit there. Carer, 
Rex, went out and collected the bird. I 
posted on a few lost and found pages 
saying Fauna Rescue had the bird. 
There were many calls. Some we 
could rule out immediately, but one in 

particular stood out. After receiving many pictures and 
description being given to us, we suspected that one 
lady was the likely  owner. The next day, she was 
allowed to visit the bird. The bird was terribly excited as 
soon as he saw the lady. She was obviously it's human 
mum.  This lucky bird is now home after one week on the 
run. 
Fauna Rescue will rescue, care for and try to reunite pets 
with their owners.  Please note that no photos of found 
birds will be posted—it is up to the owner to provide 
pictures and description. This is to ensure that the bird is 
returned to its correct human family. 

 

Trap Chat UPDATE 
Our success in catching sick, injured or displaced birds using 
the possum traps and assistance from members of the 
public continues. Since the last update we have captured at 
least 25 Australian Magpies, 4 Murray Magpies, 3 Sulphur 
Crested Cockatoos, 1 Rosella and 1 pet parrot. 

Most of the injuries for these birds, especially the magpies, 
involve broken beaks or twine wrapped round the legs or 
feet. Sickness can involve Psittacine Beak and Feather 
disease (PBFD), throat worm, or gastric yeast which causes 
malnutrition. 

If possible these birds are treated (twine removed or vet 
treatment) and released near where found. If they cannot 
be treated they are humanely euthanized which stops them 
suffering a terrible death from starvation or at the hands of 
a predator. 

 

 

This information  

provided by  

Chris Tanton,  

Magpie Coordinator 

The long arm of the Law: 
Sometimes we are called out to rescues that turn out 
to be unsuccessful even though quite funny! One 
such rescue comes to mind. 

I was called to rescue a possum at night on Brighton 
Road. The member of the public (MOP) had seen a 
possum on the median strip outside a car dealership. 
It was trying to climb a tree in the median but was 
unable to - the MOP thought it could be young or 
injured as he watched the possum cross the road to 
the car dealership and go underneath one of the 
cars, which were displayed in front of the dealership 
building.   

I attended straight away as I was afraid the possum 
may be hit by a car on this busy road in the dark.  
However, I could find no trace of the possum under 
the specified car.  

I searched up and down the road, in the gutters and 
in the median, as well as up in the median trees in 
case it had managed to climb one. On hands and 
knees I then crawled around the displayed cars 
looking underneath them all, still unsuccessful.  

The dealership had another grassed block next to the 
building with more cars, so I started looking under 
these.  Then…. a Police car rolled up, lights flashing 
(but no sirens thank goodness). Surprisingly, the first 
thing one of the Officers said was “are you alright”. I 
explained that I was not some crazy woman climbing 
under cars but was with Fauna Rescue and was 
looking for a possum that had climbed under a car. 
The Officers actually believed me and wished me 
success - although they sat in their car until I left. At 
this point I had searched everywhere around the 
area and under the cars, so there was no option but 
to admit defeat and to go home. The following 
morning, I contacted the dealership to advise them 
of the situation and to ask them to check the engines 
of their cars displayed out the front and to call me 
back if they found a possum. Unfortunately, no 
possum was ever found.  I just hope that the possum 
was uninjured and healthy and was sitting up in the 
tree watching this adventure unfold. 

 

Written by Jean Smith 
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Possum Team Project - Construction of Small Possum Boxes 

Rosefield Community Shed 
(Submitted by Volunteer Kerrie Kelly (Possum Team) 

Fauna Rescue of SA Inc (“Fauna Rescue”) Possum Team would like to acknowledge 
Rosefield Community Shed (“Rosefield CS”) for kindly volunteering to make 30 small 
Fauna Rescue possum boxes.  

We are extremely fortunately that Rosefield CS has the technology of a CNC machine 
which enabled burning of both parties logos onto the finished wooden lid of the 
possum boxes.   

This project was jointly funded 
with Fauna Rescue providing 
the materials and Rosefield CS 
donating their valuable time, 
expertise, wood working skills and equipment.   

We wish to personally thank Garry, Andrew and Ian for all 
their support in organising and coordinating the project - 
another vital step towards ensuring the survival of our 
native possum species.  

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT 

THANK YOU - ROSEFIELD COMMUNITY SHED! 

Fauna Rescue would like to say 

thank you to all our kind donors;  
Thank you 

Thank you Heaven Costumes 

The Bat Education Team has received a 
donation of 40 “bat wings” costumes from 
Heaven Costumes. The team says they are 
gorgeous and they will be using them for all 
their children’s events and activities. 

Fauna Rescue has received many donations in various forms; We would like to say a special thank you to  you all with 
acknowledgement to the following organizations, companies and members of the public for their substantial donations and/or 
help: 

Alison Teare Simon Bowden Mark & Ani Walker Lea Papworth 
Richard Hill Rachel Popelka-Filcoff  Ben Mosman  Jennifer Tobin 
Boon Eng Tuang Fiona Dunstone  Fraser Thompson  Simon Gilbie 
Don Orchard Sandra Penny-Dimri  Courtney Smith  Peter Adamson 
Pam Dale Fullarton Park Community Centre  Matt Mitchell  Richard Pomfrett 
Patricia Shaw Vivien Lowe  Cynthia Papendick  Sue Gredley 
Robert Mason Stephanie Eastick  Irene Petrous  Agustina Aguirre  
Rachel Thamm Carol Johnson  Hayley Moylan  Graham Liebelt 
Gary Marriott Samex Aust Meat Co Desmond & Susan Young  Jacqui Wilson  Nigel Worrall 
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