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Chairperson’s Comments 
Hello all – Well here we are into March already. Time is 
certainly flying. 

We have already had our first  two workshops this year – A 
New Members workshop was held on 7 February and a 
Kangaroo Workshop on 14 March, and other workshop 
dates have been allocated. I would like to remind everyone 
that if you book for a workshop and are unable to attend 
please remember to cancel your booking. Seats are limited, 
due to the COVID-19 restrictions, on the number of people 
allowed in the venue and many of the workshops are fully 
booked with a waiting list of members wanting to attend. 

We are excited to announce that Fauna Rescue is now the 
proud owner of a Van for transporting equipment and 
animals. The van was collected on Friday 26 February and it 
was immediately put to use to transport food to the Flying-
fox colony. 

PLEASE remember that Fauna Rescue’s Financial Year ends 
on 31 March. This means that any Vehicle Use Contribution 
Claims (VUCC) and reimbursement claims must be 
submitted by 7 April. Your vehicle log for VUCC will reset to 
0 as of 1 April. Please see the Treasury Policy which is 
available on the Fauna Rescue Website, Members section  
at: https://www.faunarescue.org.au/wp content/
uploads/2020/05/FRSA-Treasury-Policy-Expense-
Reimbursement-1.pdf 

Another important reminder - If you are, or intend to be, a 
Wildlife Carer it is essential that you apply for a Wildlife 
Rescuer’s Permit from the Department of Environment and 
Water (DEW). Once you have received your permit from 
DEW for the species you wish to care for, you must advise 
the relevant Species Co-ordinator for them to be able to 
pass animals on to you.  

Please DO NOT use email to contact Fauna Rescue for wildlife that is injured, requires rescuing or re-locating. 

Important Phone Numbers 

Please give this matter your top priority as we need more 
active carers.  

Fauna Rescue has over 500 registered members, however 
only 134 of these are active carers or transporters. Many 
of our carers have been overloaded this season with 
animals in need and it would be wonderful to have more 
members on call to help.  

Details of what is involved to obtain your Wildlife 
Rescuers Permit and an application form are available 
from the Members area of the Fauna Rescue Website. 
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/members/wildlife-
permits/  If you need any assistance please contact your 
species coordinator.  

As we head into the quieter Autumn and Winter months 
it is time for everyone to take a well-earned rest before 
the next busy season.  

Kind regards 

Marie 

Chairperson 

 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FRSA-Treasury-Policy-Expense-Reimbursement-1.pdf
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FRSA-Treasury-Policy-Expense-Reimbursement-1.pdf
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FRSA-Treasury-Policy-Expense-Reimbursement-1.pdf
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/members/wildlife-permits/
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/members/wildlife-permits/
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Updated 2021 Workshop Dates  

11 April - Possum Workshop 
23 May - New Member Orientation 
27 June - Duckling Workshop 
11 July - Bird Workshop 
8 August - Possum Workshop 
12 September - Reptile Workshop (excl snakes) 
10 October - TBA 
14 November - New Member Orientation  

AGM—Date to be advised 
 
Please put these dates in your diary. Venues will be advised 
at a later date. 

From the Editor 
If you have any interesting or funny stories 
for our newsletter, please forward them via 
email to: jeanmarilyn.smith@gmail.com 

Please ensure that any documents are 

prepared in Word format (doc or docx) and 

any photos are resized to small size before 

sending.  

Thank you 

Jean 

Welcome to our new Committee 
Members 

Tracy Heritage and Tony Durdin 

In Appreciation 
We wish to acknowledge the service of the following members: 

30 years membership: Marilyn & Kevin Collins 

15 years membership: Mary Sullivan; Diana McGregor; Patricia Tomlin 

10 years membership: Amanda Hall; Amanda Moar and family; Catherine Kelly; Jane Budich; Susan George; Emily DeRuyter 

Honorary Membership: Kim Sutterby; Linda Collins 

Certificate of Appreciation: Kathryn Conlin 

 

The Owl and the Pussycat  
Bob Hamilton-Bruce 

I was in Sydney collecting information for a museum, at about 8.00pm. I 

looked up at a wire crossing the road about 6 feet above my head, in the 

center of the wire was a perched owl. At the far end of the wire was a 

possum. Clearly the possum was wondering how to cross the road via 

the wire,  but  what to do about the owl? The owl looked to its left, saw 

the possum and chose to ignore it. after a couple of minutes, the 

possum had worked out a plan, it was going to charge at the owl and 

frighten it off! This is what it tried to do, but the owl ignored it even 

when it charged to within 20 cm. It charged again another three times, 

each was ignored 

by the owl (who 

did not even look 

around at the 

possum). The 

possum then gave 

up, jumping into 

an adjacent tree!  

The moral of this story: Try and try again and then….. give up….. 
And take the long route! 

Thank you for your dedication to our Wildlife and  to Fauna Rescue 

mailto:jeanmarilyn.smith@gmail.com
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One third of the Fauna Rescue Hotline Team got together 
for breakfast before the reptile workshop on 1st November 

Volunteers Needed—Can you Help 
Fauna Rescue has a number of Vacant Volunteer Positions. You do not necessarily need to be an animal carer to help us 
in the following capacities: 

Vacant Positions: 

Assistant Treasurer – Accounting or bookkeeping experience desirable. Your main responsibility will be to assist with 
processing members reimbursement claims. Please contact marie.kozulic@optusnet.com.au  

Assistant Secretary – Some office experience beneficial. Please register your Expression of Interest including any 
relevant experience by email to Charlotte at admin@faunarescue.org.au  

Training Team - to join the team— This is an opportunity to socialize and meet current and new members at the 
Workshops. Some of the duties involved: 

• Help set up Workshop venue 

• Check attendees in at the door 

• Greet new and current members 

• Help tidy up venue on completion of workshop 
Please contact Kimberly at email kraoux@gmail.com  

Fundraising Officer—some experience in this field would be 
beneficial; please contact Charlotte at admin@faunarescue.org.au  
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Volunteer needed to help with Website  

Are you Website savvy or good at design ideas? 
We need a volunteer to help us improve our Website 
with some design/content suggestions.  
Could that be you? - If so, please contact Kerrie at email:  
kerrie_kelly@yahoo.com.au 

 

provides free and low cost training for volunteers, volunteer 
managers/co-ordinators and volunteering-involving organisations. 
Sessions are interesting, informative and inspiring and offer 
straightforward suggestions for dealing with all matters volunteering. 

Training takes the form of two to three hour sessions, longer workshops, full or half day forums and multiple day 
conferences. We can meet all of your professional development needs. 

Training is conducted by qualified and experienced presenters in a friendly and interactive way that encourages 
discussion, information sharing and skill development. 

Sessions cover general topics on volunteering and volunteer management as well as mentoring, grant writing, 
communication, effective recruitment and governance. Sessions are designed to cater for beginner, intermediate 
and advanced skill levels. For more information please go to: https://www.volunteeringsa-nt.org.au 

2021 Firefighter Calendar  
(29cm x 24cm (11.42” x 9.45”)  

Yes, we know it is March already, but it is not too late to obtain your 

We still have a limited number of Calendars 
available and now at the special reduced price of 
only $10,  

Calendars are available from: 

Sue Rayner, Morphett Vale—Phone 8382 7674 
Mobile 0409 592 267  

Charlotte Faulhaber, Hallet Cove— 
Mobile 0475 302 853 

Kimberley Raoux, Blackwood—Mobile 0416 678 910 

Tom at the ReGen Op Shop—552 Milne Road, 
Redwood Park  

Also available via the Fauna Rescue Website ($12 
including postage—payment via Paymate). 

mailto:marie.kozulic@optusnet.com.au
mailto:admin@faunarescue.org.au
mailto:kraoux@gmail.com
mailto:admin@faunarescue.org.au
mailto:kerrie_kelly@yahoo.com.au
https://www.volunteeringsa-nt.org.au
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IMPORTANT 

NOTICES 

Calling Western Suburbs members – would you be 
interested in coming on call? 

We often struggle to find carers, rescuers and 
transporters in the western suburbs. 

If you are a carer currently off call but you are now able 
to come back on call (or would like to become a carer, 
rescuer or transporter), please talk to the Species 
Contact person. 

If you are interested in doing contained transport and/or 
rescues (only up to the level of your ability), please call 
me, and I can talk you through what you need to know 
in 10 minutes. 

There is never any pressure to accept a job if you are 
busy. 

What’s in it for you? 

Apart from the obvious benefit of helping a sick or 
injured animal/bird, you would win the undying 
gratitude of the Hotline team. 

Sue Gredley (Fauna Rescue Hotline)  

Phone: 0403 130 958 

BATS—Important Information 
Bats, including the Grey-headed Flying-fox, can carry the 
Hendra virus and Australian bat lyssavirus. However, they 
pose little human health risks unless a person is bitten or 
scratched.  

It is very important that you never handle any bat, including 
dead or injured bats. If you are bitten or scratched by a bat, 
wash the site immediately with plenty of soap and water 
and seek immediate medical attention. If you find an injured 
or dead bat, please contact a wildlife rescue organization, 
such as Fauna Rescue. Do not attempt to remove it yourself. 
Hendra virus outbreaks are extremely rare and there have 
been no cases in South Australia. There is no evidence that 
humans catch the virus directly from flying-foxes. 
Incidences of Australian bat lyssavirus are also extremely 
rare and preventable; prevalence of the virus in wild bats is 
also very low (less than one per cent). The virus is only 
transmitted by the saliva of an infected animal coming into 
contact with an open wound or mucus membrane such as 
the eyes, nose or mouth. Lyssavirus is not spread through 
bat droppings or urine, so people are not exposed to the 
virus if one flies overhead, feeds or roosts in their garden, 
or if they live near, or visit, a colony. 

Paying for food supplies or merchandise: 
We have set up a separate section – IN THE 
MEMBERS section of the Fauna Rescue Website for 
members to make payment for purchased items – it is 
under the subject boxes.  If you prefer not to pay cash to 
our stockists you can make payment directly via 
Paymate on our Website – You should make payment 
prior to collecting your items and provide proof of 
payment to the stockist.  If you are making a payment 
for goods provided by a stockist please include the 
stockist’s initials in the Order ID field of the deposit 
form.  

ARE YOU IN A BUSHFIRE IMPACTED AREA? 

FAUNA RESCUE CAN HELP – AT NO COST TO YOU 

CONTACT US ON 8289 0896 

We are again offering immediate and 

ongoing SUPPORT for ALL Native Animals 

and to property residents  with surviving 

'refugee' wildlife in fire affected areas, due to 

the recent bushfires in South Australia 
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Wildlife Rescue and  
COVID-19 

Fauna Rescue is following all SA Government directives and 
taking precautionary measures as advised by the SA Department 
of Health. 

Up-to-date information on COVID-19 can be found via the 
following link: https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/ 

RESTRICTIONS HAVE EASED, BUT THERE’S NO ROOM FOR 
COMPLACENCY. Social distancing must still be practiced. 

 

The following information has been received from the RSPCA: 

Providing “urgent services necessary for the health and safety of 
any animal” is an essential service, so don’t panic if you find 
wildlife in need of help during restrictions—wildlife rescuers are 
still able to provide assistance, or you can take animals to your 
nearest vet. If you are a wildlife carer (thank you), you can go 
out to collect browse (leaves and blossom from native plants) 
for animals you have in care—just be sure to have a copy of 
your permit with you at all times.  

IMPORTANT 

NOTICES 

 continued 

Vehicle Use Contribution 

A vehicle use contribution is allowed for every 1,000 kilometres claimed 
within Fauna Rescue of South Australia Inc’s financial year, this being 1 April  
to 31 March of the following year. The rate is $50 per 1,000 kilometres 
travelled on behalf of Fauna Rescue. The Member must keep tally of their 
own kilometres travelled / claimed, and it is up to the Member to prepare 
and lodge the claim for Vehicle Use Contribution – it will not be paid 
automatically / will not be paid unless a claim is made by the Member. The 
Member may choose to lodge a claim each time they reach 1,000 kilometres 
as long as it is travelled within the one financial year, or they may choose to 
accumulate the benefit quarterly or for the year. However, all claims for 
Vehicle Use Contribution must be completed and received as soon as 
possible after 31 March of each year and in any case by 7 April of that year, 
or they may be forfeited. At the end of the year, that is, at 31 March of every 
year, any kilometres left over from the last 1,000 kilometres claimed are 
cancelled (the claim can only be made for full lots of 1,000 kilometres and 
each year must be closed off so the new year will start at zero). For example, 
if at 31 March there is a balance of 1,246 kilometres, you can claim 1 x $50 
contribution for 1,000 of those kilometres; the balance of 246 does not carry 
over to the next year and does not qualify for any part of the contribution – 
they are cancelled and you must start the new year again at zero. If you have 
travelled less than 1,000 kilometres for the entire period 1 April through to 
31 March the following year inclusive, you are not eligible to claim any 
Vehicle Use Contribution. See Treasury Reimbursement Policy under Policies. 

Browse Collection Letter 
During the past few Covid19 lockdowns, 
some of our members have been concerned, 
with members of the public questioning 
them on being out and collecting browse; 
there have also been concerns about being 
approached by local council workers. 

Even though we strongly advise that you 
wear your membership badge whilst doing 
this, there is now a basic letter available that 
explains why you are collecting browse. 

To request a Browse Collection Letter or for 
any further information, please contact the 
Secretary, Charlotte Faulhaber via email at 
admin@faunarescue.org.au  

and a personalized copy of this letter will be 
emailed to you. 

The Committee 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Fauna 

Rescue’s Financial Year ends on 31 March. 

ALL claims for wildlife food/travel/vet 
expenses must be completed to 31 March 
and submitted by 7 April. 

Either by email to: 
treasurer@faunarescue.org.au 

OR by Post to:  

PO Box 241, Modbury North  SA  5092  

Don’t forget to attach all supporting 
documents/receipts.  

Also a reminder that when claiming 
reimbursements your Animal Records 
MUST be up-to-date. 

Blank claim forms are available from the 
Members Section of the Fauna Rescue 
website under Notices/Lists/Forms. Full 
instructions and sample forms are available 
under Policies ”Treasury Reimbursement 
Policy” 

What about wildlife 

mailto:admin@faunarescue.org.au
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IMPORTANT 

NOTICES 

continued 

FRUIT FLY—VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE 

This year there have been many fruit fly outbreaks in and around 

Adelaide. PIRSA is now dealing with 11 fruit fly outbreaks and is 

currently carrying out fruit fly eradication and prevention, spraying 

in and around infected areas.  

In 2020 a possum in care died. A property that had recently been 

sprayed for fruit fly prevention backed on to a neighboring property 

where two possums, in care in an aviary, became ill. The vet who 

treated the animals indicated that the possum died of toxins in its 

system. 

We have been advised by PIRSA that the spray used to prevent fruit 

fly is organic and harmless.  It should be noted, however, that no 

chemicals or sprays used around animals can be guaranteed to be 

100% safe and you have the right to refuse spaying of your 

property, unless you have a confirmed fruit fly outbreak. 

If you are caring for native wildlife it is suggested that you establish 

whether any fruit fly has been detected in your area and if any 

neighboring properties are being sprayed, by visiting: https://

www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks. 

If neighboring properties are being sprayed it is recommended that 

you relocate your animals to a safe distance whilst spraying is 

taking place and do not feed leaves or fruit from any affected areas.  

Please ensure that you always wash any leaves and fruit/vegetables 

that you collect/purchase and feed to animals in your care. 

You should never use any chemical or insect spray around any 

wildlife in your care unless prescribed by a vet for medical reasons 

such as mites, fleas etc.  

Location of fruit fly outbreaks 
in Adelaide 
 

Areas around Adelaide Airport 

Angle Park 

Black Forest 

Blair Athol 

Brooklyn Park 

Campbelltown 

Cowandilla 

Croydon Park 

Hilton 

Keswick 

Klemzig 

Kurralta Park 

Marleston 

Mile End/Mile End South 

Netley 

Plympton/North Plympton 

Pooraka 

Richmond/West Richmond 

Ridleyton 

Rosewater 

Semaphore Park 

Torrensville 
 

And In the Riverland 
Renmark West 

Cooltong 

 

Please make yourself aware  

Fruit Fly  
restrictions are in force in infected areas 

Please visit: https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/

fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks 

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Fauna Rescue of SA Inc. No responsibility is 
taken for any actions or outcome from information within this publication. 

https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/fruit_fly_in_sa/fruit_fly_outbreaks
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 Grey-headed Flying-fox—2021 Update 
At last count (16 January 2021) the Adelaide flying-fox 

colony contained approximately 30,000 animals and this 

was before the many thousands of young born this season 
had begun joining the nightly fly-out. 

The 2020–21 season has produced the highest number of 
surviving young since the arrival of the colony in 2010. 

With only one low impact Heat Stress Event (HSE) this 

season on 24 January, during which 135 juveniles died. 
Compared to last season when we lost approximately 

8,000. 

This season also produced a greater number of animals 
born September/October; referred to as an early birthing 

season; instead of the usual October/November birthing.    

This has been a busy 9 months for the Flying-fox Team. 
Since 1 July 2021 Fauna Rescue has rescued 343 flying-

foxes:- 

261 dead on arrival; 31 euthanized; 11 released; 40 in care. 

The 40 animals in care have been hand-reared and/or 

rehabilitated by the team’s 11 carers. 

When hand-reared young reach 12 weeks of age it is time 
for them to leave their carers and begin their next stage 

of development; socializing as a group. This is referred to 

as creching. The first animals entered creche on the 
15 December 2020 and the last creche intake was the 

26 January this year. 

With WOMADelaide not being held in Botanic Park this 

year we where able to negotiate an earlier release for our 

juveniles with the Botanic Gardens. 

Thirty seven juveniles were fitted with an Australia Bird 

and Bat Banding Scheme, stainless steel thumb band, and 

entered the release aviary on 20 February. Three juveniles 
are still recovering from injuries. 

The release hatch will be opened after the animals have 

remained in the aviary for 3-4 weeks. This timeframe is 
required to allow the animals to observe the behaviour 

and language of the colony allowing 

for a smoother transition from aviary 
to colony. The animals will be support 

fed on the outside of the aviary until 

integration has been successful. 

 Linda Collins 
 Fauna Rescue Flying-fox Mentor 

 Photos Katrina Boardman 

Microchipping the hand 
raised flying-foxes as 
they enter creche  

(Bat) Team 
effort erecting 
the creche 
aviaries.  

The Release 
Aviary, with 
hessian sacks 
that the 
flying-foxes 
can land on 
as they learn 
to fly.  

Hand/drip 
feeding  
baby 

Growing up, learning to 
self-feed and fly 

I’m 

very 

lovable 
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Rescue – A possum on the ground during the day usually indicates it is not well and will require an 

examination by a veterinarian.   

Most of us rescue possums which need some form of care either short term or longer term.   It is vital to 
obtain information such as the location where the possum was found because legally we must return the 
possum to within 50 metres of its rescue location.  If collecting from a veterinarian clinic you must obtain 
as much information as possible regarding the consultation outcome whether the possum has been given 
sub-cut fluids, antibiotics or pain medication, as well as the location found so it can be 
returned to its home when fit and healthy.   

If the possum is to go to another carer you must provide all relevant details of 
treatment and location at the time of handover.  

Short Term or Long Term Care - Once checked by a veterinarian the possum 

may only be in care for a few days for TLC, or a longer period of a few weeks for rehabilitation, depending 
on the injuries or treatment.   Whilst in our care it is our role and responsibility to follow the instructions 
given by the veterinarian which may include administering medication.   TLC and rehabilitation require 
the same care you would give to any possums you have raised as follows: 

Hydration – It is vital that the possum is hydrated by feeding electrolytes by syringe in the first 

24 hours  as they are a wild animal and scared.  At night place a bowl of possum formula/electrolytes (as 
per possum charts) in the cage to aid recovery.  The possum may or may not drink the formula/
electrolytes, but we are giving the choice.  If devoured by morning, we know the possum is receiving 
hydration and nutrients to help its recovery. 

Feeding – A possum in care must be provided 

appropriate food and a bowl of water. A variety of 
approximately five different types of native leaves and a 
small bowl of supplements such as (apple, almond, 
sultana, sweet potato, corn, carrot and grape).   

Observation - The most critical role we have for TLC and rehabilitation is 

the continual DAILY monitoring of the possum for signs of improvement such 
as: 
• faeces must be formed pellets   
• urinating every day 
• evidence of eating leaves / supplements 
• climbing and move around the cage at night (using all four limbs and its 

tail. 
           )  
Should there be any inconsistencies with any of the above signs please call your Coordinators or Team 
Leader immediately to seek advice. 

SHORT TERM 
Rescue, Care (TLC and Rehabilitation)  

and Releasing Possums 
Volunteer Kerrie Kelly (Possum Team) 

Brushtail (left) Ringtail (Right 
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Remember - a possum when first in care is wild, scared and may take a little time to get used to its 
surroundings but be patient and keep observing the above signs.  When you have established that the 
possum is fit and healthy, it may require the all clear from the original consulting veterinarian, before it 
can be returned to its home territory. 

Release - Returning a Wild Possum - Under NO circumstances do we release a possum during 

daylight hours as this will leave the possum exposed in the tree in broad daylight and the possibility of 
being preyed upon by birds.  All releases must be done just after dusk when it is dark. 

Attend the location just on dusk, scout out a tree to release the possum in.  It must have branches that 
link/touch or a coax cable running to the tree branches so the possum has the choice to move around 
without coming to ground. The tree also needs to have a rough surface trunk (not smooth) as the possum 
will not be able to grip a smooth trunk and will fall off the tree. 

Ideally choose a tree that is part of the possum’s native diet such as a eucalyptus, wattle, bottle brush etc.  
If releasing a juvenile ringtail always search the area for other ringtails in trees as they are a more social 
species.   

NEVER release a possum at the base of the tree from a basket or box, by opening the lid at the base, 
there is a high chance the possum will not go straight up the tree and instead run across a road.  We 
recommend that you follow the instructions below: 

• scoop the possum up in a towel knowing location of the head  

• position the possum on the tree, head pointing up the tree and pull 
the towel back behind its head  

• once on the tree, hold it there until the possums eyes adjust and it 
decides to move - usually the only direction is up. 

Ensure you have a torch so you can track the possum in the tree or view 
it eating leaves.  Once satisfied the possum is at a height that it cannot be attacked by predators and 
appears contented, you are welcome to leave– a successful release every 
time!! 

Release - Possums in Release Box - Possums in a release box, 

however, may be installed for release during the day when they have been 
in care from the orphan stage.  The release box is installed in a tree during 
the day, usually part of a tree corridor, so the possum/s can move on to find 
food and establish their own area. The possum box is also a secure and safe 
place for them to remain until nightfall.  The possums may take a while to 
get used to their environment so, if you are returning to check on them in a 
couple of days, an option may be to provide supplements and water high in 
the tree (nail or wedge the  containers to tree) but always remove the food 
and water containers when you no longer intend to visit the site.   

Please Don’t Litter Keep Our Community Clean!  

SHORT TERM Rescue, Care (TLC and Rehabilitation) and Releasing Possums, continued 
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In Memoriam 
Daphne ‘Jo’ Barnett 

7-5-55 —10-2-21 
Aged 65 years 

When I first met Daphne Barnett she 
let me know, with a twinkle in her eye, that she wished to be 
called ‘Jo’. So Jo it has always been; and I could see straight 
away that she was down-to-earth and had a great sense of 
humour. 

Jo and her husband Tony had two children, Lee-Anne and 
Michael, and two grandchildren, Jayden and Hannah. They 
also fostered a number of children, sometimes young 
teenagers. 

During her time with Fauna Rescue Jo took in many birds, a 
few possums and kangaroos, some escaped pets and even 
some green tree frogs that the owners had abandoned when 
they vacated a rented house. Luckily the frogs were found in 
time and saved!  

Jo also helped ‘on the phones’ for some considerable time. 

I will remember Jo with the birds and animals, caring for 
everything that came her way, feathered or furred—and in 
later years with a paintbrush or pencil in her hand, busy 
making yet another picture—always creative, colourful  and 
interesting; Jo was very involved with the Tutti Arts group.  

Jo will be missed and remembered, with her bright smile and 
bubbly nature. 

Rest in Peace Jo 

  

 

Trap Chat 
Last July I wrote about using a 
cat trap to catch injured birds 
that could fly (Making the 
Impossible Possible). Since 
then, Fauna Rescue has 
purchased a number of 
possum traps to catch injured 
birds. The traps have been so 
successful that we have ordered more. Traps are now available 
to cover the north, south, east and west suburbs. They are in 
high demand but, again, can only be successful with help from 
the public, and only on private 
property; we cannot leave traps 
unattended in parks etc.  

Most rescues have been magpies 
with twine, etc, wrapped around 
their legs – so dangerous as, if it is 
not removed it can cut the blood 
circulation and cause amputation 
of the leg; also, the risk of the bird 
getting entangled in a high tree, with no escape. 

Trap Chat continued 

I helped a lady to trap a magpie 
with a hair tie wrapped around its 
head and in its beak so it was 
obviously having difficulty eating 
and drinking as well as exposure of 
the tongue which was drying out. 
The lady caught the bird later that 
day, removed the band and released the magpie.  

We trap lots of birds with broken beaks, weak 
legs etc. This also gives us the opportunity to 
advise members of the public about diet for 
the birds as I am sure many of these problems 
could be avoided if well meaning citizens 
were supplementary feeding with the correct 
diet. 

We recently 
caught a kookaburra with a broken 
beak, this poor bird would have 
died of starvation or at the hands 
of a predator if not successfully 
trapped. 

I now put water in the traps 
because sometimes it is the water 
that attracts the birds and then 
they realise there is food as well.  

Some rescues take less than a day, 
some take up to two weeks. 
Constant communication between 
the rescuer and the member of the 
public is key and there is often a 
lot of advice and information being 
passed on as well as a lot of 
encouragement and thanks from 
us to these caring members of the 
public. 

Occasionally we get called out to birds who have flown into a 
building with a high roof, such as Churches, School 
Gymnasium, Bunnings Warehouse, Nursery. Impossible to 
catch. So far, I have suggested putting food and water down by 
the exit doors when the business shuts up for the night/
weekend.  The bird knows where to go and 99% of the time 
will fly out at the first opportunity when the business reopens 
the doors. Plan B if necessary is to use a trap as the bird goes 
to the same spot to get its food and water.   

These callouts mainly involve Australian and Murray Magpies, 
but we have also had a Sparrow Hawk. 

So far, on these occasions we haven't had to resort to using 
traps…..but, where there is a will, there is a way. 

Chris Tanton 
Magpie Co-ordinator 
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Fauna Rescue would like to say 

thank you to all our kind donors;  
 

“Bequest from Sarah Pearce”. From her 

brother Kevin Pearce 

We have received a kind donation from Kevin 
Pearce in the UK, being a Bequest from  his sister 
Sarah Pearce who has sadly passed away. Sarah 
enjoyed volunteering for Fauna Rescue some time 
ago in our organization’s early years.  

Thank you Sarah & Kevin 

Fauna Rescue has received many donations in various forms; 
We would like to say a special thank you to  you all with 
acknowledgement to the following organizations, companies 
and members of the public for their substantial donations and/
or help: 

Alexandra Evans & Evans family 

Adamson family 

Lorac Laing OR 

Mrs K Symens 

McGift Fund 

Sonja Wittmann 

Heide, Earth Greetings 

Natalie Dowsett 

Stephanie Eastick 

Sue Rodwell 

Siobhan Schabrun 

Thank you 


