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Chairperson’s Comments 
I hope all members continue to be safe and well and coping with the restrictions 
still placed upon us with the COVID-19 pandemic  Thankfully South Australia is in 
a good place and our restrictions are not as severe as has been in the past and 
still are interstate.  

Our workshops have started up again.  So far we have had two New Members 
workshops and a Bird workshop as well as a Possum catch up workshop for 
members who were undergoing one on one training while under lockdown.  We 
have also had some Flying-fox/Bat workshops and meetings to establish the new 
Flying-fox/Microbat team. We have a Possum Beginners workshop scheduled for 
October.  Please, also, do not forget our AGM on Sunday 25 October commencing 
at 11am.  Bookings are essential to ensure we will have enough room to maintain 
safe distancing and we are restricting attendance to members only to allow as 
many members as possible to attend.  Bookings can be made through the Fauna 
Rescue website. 

I am pleased to advise that the new database is again on the action plan.   We 
have moved forward with getting this up and running and have met to discuss the 
best way forward to replace the old database which has not seen a system 
update or any maintenance in 6 years – it is well and truly needing to be replaced 
and is starting to fall over.  The new database will be web based and will include a 
new recording system for animal records which will give us the option of a more 
accurate and detailed description of what has happened to an animal that has 
come into care.  Whilst at the RSPCA for a meeting regarding the database I 
managed to touch base with Paul Stevenson RSPCA CEO for a general catch up.  
The RSPCA has also had to put some of its objectives on hold due to COVID-19 
and is now also starting to move forward. 

All the Flying-foxes that were in care from the November/December heat waves 
have now integrated into the colony and the release aviary has been dismantled 
and taken away for some alterations and extension.  A big thank you to everyone 
involved.  We are looking at applying for some grant money to install a sprinkler/
misting system to try to reduce the effect of Adelaide’s  extreme temperatures on 
the Flying-foxes.  A sprinkler/misting system will reduce the temperature around 
the area of the misters and provide moisture for the bats to keep them a little 
cooler and hopefully reduce the mortality rate we have experienced in past years. 

Please DO NOT use email to contact Fauna Rescue for wildlife that is injured, requires rescuing or re-locating. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 

Due to circumstances beyond the Committee’s 
control it has been necessary to reschedule the 
AGM to Sunday, 25 October, 2020.  We 
apologize for any inconvenience.  

PLEASE REGISTER TO ATTEND AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE THROUGH THE FAUNA RESCUE 
WEBSITE AT:  www.faunarescue.org.au   so 
that we can ensure compliance with the 
current safe distancing protocols for the venue 

and can change the Venue if necessary. 
For Members who have already registered 
to attend, we will update your booking to 
the new date.   Please email 
admin@faunarescue.org.au if you are 
unable to attend due to the change of 
date. 

Continued on Page 2 
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POSSUM WORKSHOP 

Sunday, 18 October 2020 

Venue: Masonic Hall, 1 Fisher Street, Tusmore. SA 5065 

From 11.00am to 3.00pm. 

We expect there will be high demand for rescheduled workshops. Therefore members wishing to attend will 
have priority before non-members.  

We are looking at venues that can cater for large numbers while still being COVID-19 safe.  There will no doubt 
be restrictions on the number of members we will be able to cater for so please book early to avoid 
disappointment—through the Fauna Rescue Website—https://www.faunarescue.org.au/ 

 

FAUNA RESCUE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING—AGM  

Sunday, 25 October 2020 

Venue: Masonic Hall, 1 Fisher Street, Tusmore. SA 5065 

Starting at 11.00am and including presentation of Certificates of Appreciation and Honorary 
Memberships. 

Restricted to Members only—PLEASE REGISTER TO ATTEND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THROUGH THE FAUNA 
RESCUE WEBSITE AT:  https://www.faunarescue.org.au/ 

 

Wildlife Rescue and 
COVID-19 
Fauna Rescue is following all SA 
Government directives and taking 
precautionary measures as advised by the 
SA Department of Health. 

Up-to-date information on COVID-19 can be 

found via the following link: https://www.covid

-19.sa.gov.au/ 

RESTRICTIONS HAVE EASED, BUT 
THERE’S NO ROOM FOR 
COMPLACENCY. 

We must still adhere to the physical 
distancing rules of 1.5 m however density 
requirements within venues has been 
reduced to one person per 2 square metres. 

Chairperson’s Comments continued… 

The three large flight aviaries are all up 
and ready for use for flighting birds this 
season.  These aviaries measure 7.2 x 2.4 
x 3.0 metres and are being used for 
flighting Fauna Rescue birds before they 
are released.  The aviaries are located, 
with permission from the owners, on 
properties at The Range, Hampstead 
Gardens and Smithfield.  Any member of 
Fauna Rescue can ask for their birds to 
be included in the release programme 
for these aviaries.  Please contact Bird 
Coordinator Nuria for details.   

I would like to take this opportunity to 
advise that Leonie Weaver has resigned her position as Fauna Rescue’s 
Treasurer.  Leonie has held this position since early 2019 and during this 
time has instigated some important changes for our Organization.  Leonie 
introduced the reimbursement of animal food not available through the 
formula and supplies list, travel reimbursements and the vehicle usage 
contribution payment.  She has also written our Treasury Policy on Expense 
reimbursements.  Leonie has also reviewed all our insurance coverages to 
ensure that they are adequate for Fauna Rescue’s needs and have the 
appropriate risk assessments.   

We thank Leonie for her valuable input as Treasurer.  Leonie will continue 
in her roles as Duck Coordinator and Phone Operator. 

Wishing everyone all the best 

Marie 

From the Editor 
If you have any interesting or funny stories 
for our newsletter, please forward them via 
email to: jeanmarilyn.smith@gmail.com 

Please ensure that any documents are 

prepared in Word format (doc or docx) and 

any photos are resized to small size before 

sending.  

Thank you 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/
mailto:jeanmarilyn.smith@gmail.com
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IMPORTANT 

NOTICES 

Expense Reimbursements 

Members are asked to please be patient in our 

transition to a new Treasurer.  

Please ensure any reimbursement claims or financial 

matters are emailed to: treasurer@faunarescue.org.au 

The new Treasury Policy—Expense Reimbursements, 
has recently been uploaded to the Website. This 
includes example expense reimbursement claim forms 
and instructions on their completion.  

In the Members section of the website you will find the 
policy under Policies, with blank forms available under 
Notices/Lists/Forms. 
 

Thank you 

Animal Records  
It is very important that animal records are completed 
for all animals that come into care. Please complete as 
many details as possible and include the outcome; this 
could be “in care” “died” “euthanized” or “released”. 
What is also not so well known is that an animal record 
should be completed when you are just transporting an 
animal. The outcome in this instance would be 
“TRANSPORT ONLY”. 
You must put in Animal Records to be able to claim any 
food reimbursements and travel reimbursements. 
Animal Records are important so that we have a picture 
of how many animals we are dealing with annually. They 
are used when Fauna Rescue applies for grants, or 
funding, and by students for projects as well as 
University Research students. So please remember to 
put in your animal records. 

Help for Refugee Wildlife 

If anyone is aware of locations, both on Kangaroo Island or  in the 
Adelaide Hills, where wildlife is seen but there is no food or water for 
them, please, please, contact Fauna Rescue. We are here to help. 

Email: info@faunarescue.org.au 

OFF CALL MEMBERS 

If you go off call for any reason, please let Memberships know 
if you still have animals in your care as this will ensure that 
you are covered  by the Fauna Rescue Insurance for any acci-
dents or injuries  occurring in relation to these animals. 

And, don’t forget to let us know when you go back “on call”.  

Thank you 

WILDLIFE PERMITS 

Are you aware that all Fauna Rescue members require a permit to 

be a wildlife carer of protected native animals? 

You will need a permit, even if you only intend to provide short 

term care for a native animal you have rescued. 

From 1 July 2019, some species of animals were re-categorized 
by the Department of Environment and Water. Native animals are 
categorized into four native animal categories: Unprotected; 
Exempt; Basic and Specialist. Native Animal Categories are 
available on the DEW website at: https://
www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits/

native-animal-categories 

For all the information you need, please go to the Fauna Rescue 
website, Members Section, click on the tab “Wildlife Permits”. 
Here you will find links to various information guides and 
instructions. To apply for a permit, download the relevant Wildlife 
Carer Permit Form, available at https://
www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits. 
Please be aware that non-releasable protected wildlife will also 

require a “Retain Protected Animals Unfit for Release” permit. 

Permit holders must comply with the permit conditions and certain 
requirements of the regulations relevant to the species’ they are 

caring for.  

New members - before applying for your permit, please speak to 

your Species Co-ordinator. 

All members -If you have applied for and obtained your 
permit, please provide a copy (showing your permit number 
and species covered) to your Species Co-ordinator to update 

Fauna Rescue’s membership records. 

ANIMAL TRANSPORTERS 

The Department of Environment and Water has confirmed 
that if you rescue and transport animals to a carer or vet and 
do not take animals into care yourself , then a permit is NOT 
required for the rescue and transport of animals only. 

mailto:treasurer@faunarescue.org.au
mailto:info@faunarescue.org.au
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits/native-animal-categories
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits/native-animal-categories
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits/native-animal-categories
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits
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Volunteer/s needed to help with property relocation  - 
hours to suit you 

This may involve aviary/cage transportation, trailer aviary 
relocation to possum release sites and/or installing 
possum boxes in suitable trees. This would assist carers 
who do not have the means or facilities to do this on their 
own. A vehicle with tow bar would be required and a 
trailer beneficial. 

If you can help, please contact the Property Officer —  

Kim Sutterby, at sutterbyk@adam.com.au 

Volunteer needed to help with Website  

Are you Website savvy or good at design ideas? 
We need a volunteer to help us improve our Website with some 
design/content suggestions.  
Could that be you? - If so, please contact Kerrie at email:  
kerrie_kelly@yahoo.com.au 

Fauna Rescue Volunteer Hotline vacancies 

 We are currently recruiting for Hotline team 
members. 

 The Hotline team are the front line of 
communication with the public. We organize 
rescues of injured and orphaned animals and birds, 
and, at this time of year we take up to 1700 calls a 
month shared around 20 of us. That’s up to 1700 
animals and birds in one month that we have 
directly helped - taken into care, provided advice 
for, or worst case – saved from a slow sad death. 

 We provide full training for this important role. You 
work from home with your own phone. You need to 
be able to offer at least 2 hours a week, and you will 
have good problem solving, communication and 
organizational skills. 

 If this sounds like it could be you, please ring me on 
0403 130 958 and have a chat? 

 Sue Gredley 

Grey-headed Flying-fox 

The Fauna Rescue Flying-fox & Microbat Team is seeking 
expressions of interest for non-vaccinated helpers to join 
the team at Flying-fox Heat Stress Events (HSE) in the 
coming season. You must be a Member of Fauna Rescue 
to be able to participate. 
It is ESSENTIAL that you are able to attend our HSE 
training course   1pm-3.30pm on Sunday 11th October at 
Masonic Hall, 1 Fisher Street, Tusmore 5065 if you wish 
to be part of the Flying-fox Heat Stress Event Team. 
A Heat Stress Event can take place from November-
February when temperatures reach over 42 degrees, so 
you must be able to cope with those temperatures for 
periods of time. We get an indication by following 
weather forecasts when an event could happen. Ideally 
you are required to have short notice, daytime 
availability during this period, but often bats do not start 
to need help until the latter part of the day, so even if 
you work you could be of vital help from late afternoon 
into the evening. 
The course will cover: 
The different roles of volunteers 
Monitoring an HSE 
Site set up 
Role of Site Coordinators 
Occupational Health & Safety 
Stages of an HSE 
When to assist the bats 
Triage 
Fauna Rescue HSE Policy. 

The non-vaccinated roles include: 
Photographers to record the day's events (you do not 
need fancy professional equipment for this, good shots 
taken on a phone will be adequate) 
Spotters of bats in difficulty 
Communications 
Respite and refreshment organizers 
Transporters 
Scribes for weights and measures of deceased bats 

We need to be open and not hide the fact that some 
Heat Stress Events can be extremely traumatic, with 
many deaths (over 10,000 bats are estimated to have 
died in last season’s events), but if you feel you are able 
to participate, you will be invaluable in helping save 
many lives and Fauna Rescue and Adelaide's Flying-foxes 
are in need of your assistance. 

If you are interested in joining us as a non-vaccinated 

helper please email frbatteam@gmail.com . 
 

Regards, 
Jackie 

mailto:sutterbyk@adam.com.aui
mailto:kerrie_kelly@yahoo.com.au
mailto:frbatteam@gmail.com
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FAUNA RESCUE FOOD SUPPLIES/STOCKISTS 
Sheila Burbidge  Modbury North  8264 4958  0497 056 030  rescuefauna@gmail.com 

Julie Gabrynowicz  Kersbrook   0408 061 162 julieanng@live.com.au 

Sue Rayner  Morphett Vale  8382 7674  0409 592 267  suer311@gmail.com 

Danielle Smith  Ashton   0438 600 150  danielle.s5137@gmail.com 

Katrina Boardman Mylor  8388 5186  0488 518 615  wkjboardman@gmail.com 

Diana McGregor Strathalbyn  8536 8272  0411 267 841  nangare3@bigpond.com 

Kimberley Raoux  Blackwood   0416 678 910  mailto:kraoux@gmail.com 

Fauna Rescue Clothing and Merchandise 

Rather than waiting to attend a Workshop, it may be easier for you to obtain Fauna Rescue merchandise from the 
below contacts– see list of items and prices in Members’ section of the Fauna Rescue website. 

You can still order directly from Kimberley at Blackwood phone 0416 678 910, or email: kraoux@gmail.com  

For northern people, limited stock is also available from Sue Gredley at Greenwith phone 0403 130 958. Sue has 
rescue baskets, laminated signs, lanyards, card holders and Hi-Viz jackets. 

Hi, my name is Suzy Nethercott-Watson and I’m a wildlife carer. 
As the founder of Two Green Threads, this initiative lives close to my heart for many 
reasons. 
Being a volunteer in the wildlife rescue and rehab sector is often a consuming and 

intensive experience, which doesn’t always result in positive fluffy outcomes. Our desire to make a difference, yet having to 
cope with loss, can wear us down and sometimes make us feel very alone.  Our commitment to caring for native wildlife can 
sometimes lead us to choose either ‘them or me’. Two Green Threads is looking to help individuals understand that looking after 
yourself, whilst living your service to animals, enables you to build resilience and multiply the benefits for yourself and the 
animals you care so much about. For more information please go to website: https://twogreenthreads.org/ 

UPCOMING WEBINAR: 
Join us on the 24th of September, for our webinar on Self-care? “I’m not interested in self-care… I’m doing this for the 
wildlife”, aimed at understanding how we can do both – wildlife care and self-care, exploring the messages we tell ourselves 
about our need to invest in sustaining the self.   

 

 

 
As volunteers in the wildlife care and rehab sector we tend to give ourselves away to support our orphaned and injured wildlife. 
‘Its not about me – its about looking after the wildlife’, can be our over-riding mantra as we deliver this service for the animals 

and wildlife caring community.  
It is almost certain that in the future our wildlife will be surviving in a more pressured environment, and will increasingly need 
our help. So how do we sustain ourselves to provide this help for the long haul? 
 

The webinar will be recorded. Please register to enable the webinar recording to be sent to you after the session.  

Volunteers wanted to  help at the City of Burnside Enviro Day, Fauna Rescue stall. 

Sunday 15 November 
12pm – 3pm,  
Glenunga Hub – 70 Conyngham Street – Glenunga 
Fauna Rescue will have a stall at this event to promote our services and r 
aise community awareness of what we do. 
If you would like to help on the day, please contact Liz MacGuinness  
by email at lizmacg@bigpond.com  

WEBINAR DETAILS  REGISTER FOR THE WEBINAR  

mailto:rescuefauna@gmail.com
mailto:julieanng@live.com.au
mailto:suer311@gmail.com
mailto:danielle.s5137@gmail.com
mailto:wkjboardman@gmail.com
mailto:nangare3@bigpond.com
mailto:kraoux@gmail.com
mailto:kraoux@gmail.com
https://twogreenthreads.org/
https://twogreenthreads.org/webinar-self-care/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9DRHHc3zRM6G501XXM2MHg
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Did the Emu cross the road? 
Well, it was a normal hotline phone shift, like any other 
Friday, until the call came in. 

An Emu, an emu wanting to cross the road. He’d been trying 
for days. 

There were no pedestrian crossings on the country road so 
Emu had paced and paced and paced. Not only that but Emu 
could not work out how to get through the fence, no one had 
left the nearby gate open. What was Emu supposed to do? 
Emu’s mob had left him to cross the road by himself, they had 
decided to do a 
runner. 

Emu stopped 
frequently to eat. 
He was 
preoccupied with 
this fence. He had 
forgotten the creek 
nearby had water 
so he could drink. 

People in cars 
came and went. 
They took photos, gave Emu some human food, told him how 
beautiful he looked and asked Emu where his mob was. 

Then, one morning, two ladies stopped and told Emu they 
were from Fauna Rescue, their names were Leeann and 
Charlotte and they told Emu they would try and help him 
cross the road. They checked the fence and the unopened 
gate. They talked to Emu and reassured him that they would 
try and help him get back to his mob. The ladies decided they 
needed extra help so they rang the man that would know 
what to do, he was known as the “Kangaroo Whisperer”. He 

told the ladies he 
could help. 

The man arrived, 
and much to 
everyone’s 
surprise he spoke 
Emu. He tried to 
talk to Emu to find 
out how he could 
help. He looked at 
the fence and the 
unopened gate, it 

had a lock on it. He found where the mob had gone through 
the fence, but Emu, left by himself, had not seen the spot 
along the fence. The man, who the ladies named the “Emu 
Whisperer”, was puzzled. Why had Emu not gone with the 
others? Had he not seen where his mob had gone through the 
fence and followed? Did Emu not know there was water 
nearby?  

 

 

The Emu Whisperer spoke to Emu at length. He determined that 
Emu was a youngster and that he was not fully conversant in the 
laws of Emu. 

Emu spoke to him, 
showed him how he 
had been pacing and 
pacing and eating 
and pacing. 

Leeann and Charlotte 
brought him some 
water in a little 
container. Emu was 
thankful and drank 
and drank. 

The Emu Whisperer told the ladies there was a sign on the fence 
that said SA Water owned the land that Emu was on and owned 
the land across the road. Emu needed special permission to 
open the gate and cross the road to the other side and open the 
gate to go through to the rest of his mob. 

Emu was patient. He paced and ate, paced and drank, waiting. 

The ladies and the 
Emu Whisperer 
talked; they 
discussed what 
needed to be done. 

The Emu Whisperer 
got out his big net 
and a big sack that 
he used when he 
would help 
Kangaroos and 
quietly asked Emu 
to come closer to the fence, so he could put him  in the net or 
sack and help him cross the road. 

Emu did not like these. He told the Emu Whisperer that he 
would not get into either of them and went and stood with the 
ladies and drank some more. 

After much discussion between the Emu Whisperer and the 
ladies, it was decided that Emu would be left there for now. 
They were a bit uncertain as to why his mob had left him and 
wondered why they had crossed the road when there was lots 
of food and water where Emu had been left. They were all 
certain that the rest of the mob lived on this side of the road 
and perhaps they might return. 

The Emu Whisperer told the ladies that he had a friend nearby 
that could come and give Emu some water everyday while he 
asked for permission from SA Water to go inside the fence and 
help Emu. 

Continued on next page 
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Did the Emu cross the road? continued 

Emu kept pacing. He kept eating and drinking while his new friends worked out how to help him. 

The ladies were nice and left him water. The Emu Whisperer spoke to him one last time and told him he would come back to help 
as soon as he could. 

After a few days, Emu was no longer there. Emu had left. The Emu Whisperer’s friend had told the Emu Whisperer that he was 
gone. 

Emu didn’t tell anyone he was leaving. Emu was smart, he could do this by himself. Emu had listened to the ladies and the Emu 
Whisperer; he now knew whether to cross the road or wait until his mob came back.  Emu left the fence and the pacing. Emu left 
to find his mob. 

But the question still remains. 

Did the Emu cross the road?  

We will never know how or if Emu did! 

Written by Charlotte Faulhaber 

FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE,  

leading the cops a merry chase! 

This female juvenile possum decided to become 

a student at the Goodwood Primary School 

On 22 June 2020, Fauna Rescue received a call from  

Goodwood Primary School to say  they had captured a 

possum that was in the Principal’s office. They found her 

sitting on top of the Principal’s cabinet.  

She had a wonderful time setting off the school’s alarm and making a mess with all the papers. The 

place looked like they had a burglar break in. She caused such a disruption she triggered off the alarm 

and the police came in many times to see who the culprit was, but she could never be found.  

Unfortunately, she was stuck in the Principal’s office for 3 nights and 2 days. She was quite dehydrated 

and hungry when finally rescued. She was taken to the Adelaide Koala and Wildlife Hospital, where she 

received subcutaneous fluids and TLC for a few days.  

On the 26 June 2020 she was released back where she came from. When released she ran up the tree, 

turned around to have a look at the possum carer/rehabilitator, like she was saying goodbye and thanks 

for helping me, then ran up the tree and disappeared. She knew she was home…. Hopefully, she has 

learned her lesson. 

This is one of the reasons that I care for wildlife. In this instance it was a good outcome.  

Written by Dina De Ruyter 
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REPORT ON FLYING-FOX HEAT STRESS SURVIVORS FROM NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 
Linda Collins August 2020 
 

During November and December 2019 Adelaide experienced five days of temperatures from 41.6ْC to 45.3ْC. As a result, over 
10,000 flying-foxes from the Adelaide colony died and 500 young and juveniles were taken into care by Fauna Rescue of SA. 
Ninety animals did not survive their first week in care. 

The logistics of this undertaking would unfold over the following days and months, beginning with the task of collecting the dead 
and rescuing survivors. Peter Baldacchino (Adelaide City Council) and his team collected animals from the banks of the River 
Torrens and used a punt to retrieve 25 live young that were inaccessible from the 
riverbanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The help required to support these animals to release was unparalleled and inspiring. 
This report will highlight the processes involved.  

HOUSING 

Sixteen large cages were set up at Fauna Rescue Headquarters to house the animals until more aviaries could be secured. At the 
time Fauna Rescue only had two creche aviaries with a third still under renovation. Only four extra aviaries could be 
accommodated. On average 63 animals were housed in each facility. These aviaries were only meant to hold 30-50 animals at 
maximum, so overcrowding was a problem. Sue Westover had four aviaries, Katrina Boardman two and Ella Kuhnert one. 

FEEDING 

This would become the most important process for the successful release of these animals. One hundred and seventy five (175) 
kilos of fruit plus 5 kilos of High Protein Supplement were required nightly.  

A call went out on the Fauna Rescue Adelaide Bat Chat Facebook page for volunteers. Up to 100 people stepped forward. Fruit 
cutting was set up at Fauna Rescue Headquarters under the supervision of Kathryn Conlin. Feeding would continue until the 23rd 
July 2020 (7months).   

  

FLYING-FOXES COLLECTED 20/11 – 26/11/19 (estimate) 

DATE 
DEAD 

ADULTS DEAD YOUNG LIVE YOUNG 
20/11/19 4 2 25 
21/11/19 16 0 85 
22/11/19 6 0 30 
23/11/19 0 0 0 
24/11/19 0 0 0 
25/11/19 0 3 0 
26/11/19 0 3 0 

TOTAL 26 8 140 
Statistics provide by Peter Baldacchino from the River Torrens 

Rescued from the River Torrens 

After Covid-19 two rooms were used One week’s supply of fruit 
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PREPARATION TO RELEASE  
In the past orphans were transported to release aviaries on the East Coast and more recently Yarra Bend, Melbourne. 
Unfortunately, these facilities had experienced their own heat stress events and starvation and, like Adelaide, had hundreds of 
animals to release and could not accommodate an additional 400 animals.  
 
The process began mid-January. 
→ Scouting for a suitable area within Botanic Park to install a release aviary. This undertaking was supported by Botanic Gardens 

and staff (Karen Smith).  
 
→ Securing a company to construct a demountable release aviary. 
 “Garden Masters” Edwardstown took up the challenge. 
 
→ A proposal was submitted to Botanic Gardens by DEW and Fauna Rescue SA Inc, to  
 release these 400 juveniles back to the colony in Botanic Park. Botanic Gardens  
 granted approval within 24 hours. Fauna Rescue is indebted to the Board for their 
 prompt response and support.  
 
→ A management plan for the release of Grey-headed Flying-foxes  in South Australia 
 was also required by the Fauna Permit Unit. Again, approval was prompt. 
 
→ Security for the aviary was paramount. The security fence surrounding the aviary  
 was donated by “Temporary Security Fencing”. 
 
→ Night patrols of the aviary were donated by Paul Bailey “Corporal Security”.  
 This company patrolled the aviary from the 14th March to the 23rd July 2020.  
 No small undertaking. 
 
→ Security and observation cameras were donated, installed and maintained  
 by DEW (Renate Velzeboer). 
 

→ To evaluate the success of this release program the animals needed to be Identified.  
 All flying-foxes were banded with an “Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme”,  
 stainless steel thumb band. This was organised by Wayne Boardman. Jackie Hunt, 
 Katrina Boardman, Ella Kuhnert and Linda Collins assisted Wayne; banding  
 438 animals over 4 days. 
 
→ Radio tracking was also to be implemented; however, Covid-19  prevented this  
 research from proceeding 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aviary Installation 

Security Fence 

Security & observation cameras Patrol Officer 
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 RELEASE 
All documentation now complete, aviary built and security in place, we now wait for Womad to dismantle. 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
12/03/20 Aviary installed  
13/03/20 Aviary outfitted  
14/03/20 First group banded  
14/03/20 Afternoon: first group of 116 animals enter aviary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23/03/20 First group released 
 
Unfortunately, there was a major problem with the first release. On the 
morning of the 24th 17 dead animals were found on the hill leading from the 
aviary (16 banded juveniles and 1 wild). Autopsies revealed they had all been 
killed by a fox. Mark the fox catcher from the Adelaide Zoo was contacted. 
The day was spent fox proofing the security fence, ropes from the aviary to 
the trees were lifted higher and Mark set up cameras around the aviary to 
observe fox movement. One fox was trapped, however after the first 16 
animals were taken, over the following 4 releases a further 18 perished. 

Hand-reared 14 
Sub-adults 3 
Anne Fowler - Vet 8 
Mother-reared 1 
Adults 3 
November/December Heat Stress 409 

TOTAL 438 

Number of Animals for Release 

Aviary outfitted 

First group to enter release aviary 

Hatch open - First animals out 

Banding: Wayne Boardman 

Thumb bands  



  

 September 2020, Issue 181         P a g e  11 

 

The aviary was visited once daily in the late afternoon by a feeding and cleaning team of three vaccinated Fauna Rescue carers. 
 
From 14th March to the 18th May, five releases were undertaken. There was only one problematic group requiring longer in the 
aviary before release. Botanic Gardens supported the extended time required to successfully release these animals. 
 
Support feeding on the outside of the aviary continued until the 23rd July.  

 
70 feeding containers were required 

 
 

The cost of this exercise was high; physically, emotionally and financially. Cleaning aviaries and feeding 438 animals every day 
and maintaining this level of commitment over seven months was physically challenging for all. Over 100 volunteers supported 
these animals during this 7 month rehabilitation and release program.  
 
The Grey-headed Flying-fox is a threatened species, vulnerable to extinction and the Adelaide colony has now become of 
significant importance to their ongoing survival. Unless Adelaide can provide an adequate cooling system to support these 
animals during heat stress events, the 14,000 animals lost in 2019 is likely to be repeated (January 2019 – 4000 and November/
December 2019 – 10,000). It is estimated that less than 5% of the young born in October 2019 survived the November/
December high temperatures. 
 
On a more positive note many lessons were learnt and it is hoped that in the future this knowledge and the postponed radio 
tracking will provide more information on the success of releasing in Adelaide. 
 
The Fauna Rescue Flying-fox and Microbat Coordination Team would like to thank all who supported this undertaking. 
 
 

Inside feeding Outside feeding 

The Advertiser 
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Thank you 

Fauna Rescue would like to say 

thank you to all our kind donors; 

with a very special thank you to 

Jensen Sims  

Jensen recently had his 7th birthday. 
This selfless young man asked family and friends to 
donate to Fauna Rescue of South Australia Inc in place 
of receiving gifts. 
 
His Mum Karen said he had a fantastic birthday and 
enjoyed telling people about helping the kangaroos on 
Kangaroo Island.  People were very keen to donate. 
  
Not only did people donate on the day, but also made 
donations directly to Fauna Rescue in Jensen’s name. 
 
Karen (Mum) has said how very proud she is of Jensen 
for donating to a worthy cause rather than gathering 
more toys he doesn’t really need!  However , she was 
also very impressed with another young party goer who 
decided to donate some money from her own piggy 
bank when she learnt what Jensen was doing.  She put 
in $5 of her own money, added to the amount put in 
the card from her parents.  Karen added that this 
warmed her heart on the day and she thought you 
might like hearing it too. 
  
Jensen and Karen hope these funds can make a 

difference to the KI Kangaroos and wildlife! 

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Fauna Rescue of SA Inc. No responsibility is 
taken for any actions or outcome from information within this publication. 
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