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Fauna Rescue has had another busy and difficult year and I would like to thank all members for their 
support.  Without each and every one of you we could not operate.  I would like to make a special mention 
to our phone operators who are the front line of our organisation. They face many difficult calls and perform 
exceptionally under difficult circumstances.  I would also like to thank the stockists who provide members 
with products to care for the animals in their care. 

The devastating bushfires around the country, the extreme temperature days, and the Coronavirus 
pandemic have all had a significant effect on Fauna Rescue activities.  Whilst we did not receive many 
animals from the fires, the impact was still felt and we did our best to ensure that we were helping in any 
way that we could.  When the call went out for volunteers to assist injured or displaced wildlife through the 
disasters experienced, many answered the call by giving their time, as well as generous donations from the 
public in the form of money, goods and expertise in making various items to assist the recovery. 

Fauna Rescue provided much needed food to the local farmers in fire affected areas in the hills to feed 
wildlife that had survived on their land. We also sent food, provided bird boxes and arranged for water to be 
carted to properties on Kangaroo Island to help keep the surviving wildlife alive.  The extreme heat days had 
their effect on our Flying-Fox Colony and we lost over 14,000 flying-foxes to heat stress.  The Fauna Rescue 
Flying fox team did, however, manage to save and raise over 400 baby flying-foxes which were eventually 
released back to the Botanic Park colony, something which had never been done before.  This required much 
cooperation between Fauna Rescue, Botanic Park and the Dept of Environment and Water.  It was certainly 
pleasing to see what could be achieved when everyone worked together for a common cause. 

Notwithstanding the bad times, we also saw a number of positives this year – The generous Bequest left to 
Fauna Rescue by the Estate of the late Conway Jones moved closer to being finalised and we have agreed 
with the executors of the Will on the terms and conditions by which funds from this Bequest investment may 
be used. 

The increase of the food subsidy in September 2019 to 75% and inclusion of essential nutrients, not 
previously subsidised, has been well received.   The petrol reimbursement was also increased to 20c/km and 
a Vehicle Usage contribution was implemented as well.  These initiatives have cut the costs to our carers 
who look after and transport sick, injured and orphaned native animals.   

We have had 3 large 7.2m flight aviaries constructed for birds and these are being placed at The Range, 
Hampstead Gardens, and Smithfield.  These flight aviaries are for use by any member of the bird team for 
flighting prior to release. 

It has been great to see our Newsletter being produced more regularly; this is a great tool to regularly 
communicate with our members.  If you have anything to contribute please do so to keep the Newsletter 
informative and interesting. 

I look forward to the new financial year being more productive, with less extreme temperatures and  
without the devastating impacts of bushfires, pandemics or any other disasters.. 

Marie Kozulic 
Chairperson   

 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT  

1st April 2019 – 31st March 2020  



 
 

 Secretary’s Report 01/04/2019 – 31/03/2020 

This past year has been a massive learning curve for all our members and at times stretched 

us all to our limits. However, Fauna Rescue members are a resilient lot. We take stock, look 

at the parameters, resources and people power and move forward with the tasks at hand. 

To say that the South Australian and Australian communities were hit hard, firstly by the 

unprecedented heat and what seemed like all-encompassing fires, was at times gut-

wrenching. Fauna Rescue received support and donations during the wildfires. These 

donations were sent from countries such as England, France, Spain, Germany, America, 

Sweden, Brazil, Bolivia, Mexico and many more. 

The Flying-fox team were inundated during the 2 heat stress events late 2019, this team not 

only had the confronting and traumatic task of collecting the flying foxes off the ground 

amongst many deceased, they also spent months looking after them in care while still 

carrying on their daily lives. With the support of the Fauna Rescue a release aviary was set 

up and the last group released in July. 

It seemed like Kangaroos were at one point taking over the suburbs, the Hotline fielding 

many calls of errant Kangaroos throughout Adelaide. Fauna Rescue’s Kangaroo team have 

had a busy time, with the support team used when we have a worst-case scenario.   

Birds, busy as ever. Great outcome though, as we now have 3 flight aviaries for members to 

access and many new members who have come on board to rescue, transport and care. 

Our possum team have introduced a policy for their team and have added a number of new 

Fauna Rescue members to their team. 

Some of our Species Coordinators have been working on Policies for rescue, care, 

rehabilitation and release of their particular species. This is something which will be ongoing 

across Fauna Rescue and will ensure more cohesion and certainty for our members. 

Our workshops have been extremely popular, pre-Covid, and now that restrictions have 

eased we have had a number of species workshops and new member workshops. 

As Secretary, I have collated, archived and updated most of Fauna Rescue’s documentation. 

On the Committee I have supported our Chairperson and committee members throughout 

this past year. We have, as a whole, returned to following the integral principles of Fauna 

Rescue by keeping abreast with the Constitution, Bylaws and Policies, which, in the coming 

year will all hopefully be updated. 

Thankyou to all our Fauna Rescue members, for your unwavering passion for our Native 

wildlife. 

 

Secretary 

Charlotte Faulhaber 



 
 

   Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

Year Ended 31 March 2020 

So much has impacted us all in the past year, including a particularly early Heat Stress Event for the Flying Foxes in 

November resulting in an inordinate number of pups being brought into care well before the “expected” summer 

Heat Stress Events which certainly did follow; devastating bushfires on our mainland and on Kangaroo Island and, to 

round everything off, COVID-19 …. 

Through all of the above Fauna Rescue prevailed and, due to the support of so many generous people both within 

Australia and overseas, donations from individuals and organisations for the support of Flying Foxes and bushfire-

affected wildlife (especially Kangaroos) enabled Fauna Rescue to invest as needed in the higher costs associated with 

the welfare of all affected species.  Initiated by the former Bat / Flying Fox Coordinator, Sue Westover, the cost of 

the Flying Fox release aviary for Botanic Park was met by Fauna Rescue.  Requests for support from property owners 

on Kangaroo Island were also met including replenishing dam water supplies which were dry following use of that 

water fighting fires.  These areas had high populations of native birds and kangaroos returning to the bushfire-

affected areas needing water and the kangaroo population particularly needed food.  Donations exceeded the 

previous year’s donations by some $125,000 – contrasted against the higher direct wildlife expenses to support the 

welfare of all affected species, the operating profit was approximately $10,000 higher than the previous year. 

The generous bequest from The Late Conway Jeffrey Jones was also partially transferred by 31 March 2020 (the 

share portfolio component and some invested cash proceeds) at an invested value of just over $2 million.  

Unfortunately the impact on stock markets of COVID-19 severely diminished the overall value of, and return from, 

the share portfolio but this is likely to settle over time as the world comes to terms with some form of “COVID-

normal”. 

Fauna Rescue is well placed to maintain its current level of support in the form of food / expense rebates for the 

coming year due to the fact higher costs to support wildlife in need over the past year were covered by the higher 

level of donations received. 

Leonie Weaver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



TOTAL

APR 

2019

MAY 

2019

JUNE 

2019

JULY 

2019

AUG 

2019

SEP 

2019

OCT 

2019

NOV 

2019

DEC 

2019

JAN 

2020

FEB 

2020

MAR 

2020

Hot

lines RSPCA

EMAIL/ 

FBOOK

TOTAL 

19/20

TOTAL 

18/19

ANIMALS 

EXCLUDING MARINE 

ANIMALS:

Bats - microbats 7 14 10 22 17 8 9 25 37 8 11 13 181 1 0 182 151

Bats - flying foxes 26 10 7 15 9 9 8 24 26 10 12 12 168 3 1 172 276

Echidnas 12 16 11 11 15 36 27 25 17 13 3 4 190 7 0 197 148

Kangaroos and 

wallabies 139 87 64 71 119 193 202 207 134 89 62 59 1426 24 26 1476 1324

Koalas 123 70 81 14 35 50 68 66 93 85 36 20 741 5 11 757 2784

Possums 116 105 107 136 146 198 194 174 199 162 93 131 1761 33 30 1824 2214

Reptiles 25 26 7 11 19 32 73 81 44 37 35 34 424 6 27 457 578

Wombats 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 0 1 1 1 0 8 2 1 11 14

All Other Animals 27 21 19 14 19 17 20 39 27 25 23 22 273 5 7 285 252

BIRDS EXCLUDING 

MARINE BIRDS:

Ducks / Freshwater 

Fowl 15 16 16 41 81 129 165 127 97 126 39 15 867 2 9 878 763

Other Birds 215 189 196 228 315 596 860 859 576 554 282 284 5154 49 152 5355 6057

MARINE ANIMALS 

AND BIRDS 10 9 13 16 12 9 9 10 16 19 7 11 141 0 4 145 230

NON-ANIMAL 

ENQUIRIES 34 32 34 31 37 30 55 64 67 249 64 36 733 3 0 736 555

TOTAL 2019/20 749 595 565 611 825 1308 1692 1701 1334 1378 668 641 12067 140 268 12475

TOTAL 2018/19 949 834 833 765 957 1684 1649 1719 1350 1615 970 904 14229 719 398 15346

NOTES

(1) The General Wildlife Hotline is operated by a team of 20-25 volunteers who take calls in their own homes, on rostered shifts, via phone diversion.

(2) The statistics include calls to the Bat, Duckling and Koala Hotlines. Although these Hotlines are meant to be for those species only, in practice they receive 

     calls for other species also.

(3) From 1st August 2019, the FR koala team was inactive and any koala calls requiring action were referred to Adelaide Koala Rescue.

(4) The RSPCA were previously taking calls for us when our shifts were not covered by a FR team member; this service ceased from 1/7/19.

ANIMAL RESCUE REQUESTS APRIL 2019 - MARCH 2020
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Animal Records in Care or Rescued April 1st 2019 – March 31st 2020 

Yellow Footed Antichinus 1 Bat – Grey-Headed Flying Fox 723 

Bat – Chocolate Wattle 2 Bat – Lesser Long Eared 9 

Bat – Gould Wattled Bat 11 Bird – Adelaide Rosella 6 

Bird – Alexandrine 1 Bird – Australian Hobby Falcon 1 

Bird – Australian Magpie 238 Bird – Barn Owl 3 

Bird – Black Cygnet 3 Bird – Black Winged Kite 1 

Bird – Blackbird 10 Bird – Blue Fairy Wren 1 

Bird – Boobook Owl 10 Bird – Bronzewing 3 

Bird – Budgie 1 Bird – Cockateil 2 

Bird – Cockatoo 6 Bird – Collared Sparrow Hawk 2 

Bird – Corella 10 Bird – Cormarant 1 

Bird – Crested Dove 28 Bird – Crimson Rosella 5 

Bird – Dove 8 Bird – Eastern Rosella 2 

Bird – Galah 32 Bird – Grass Parrot 1 

Bird – Hawk 1 Bird – Homing Pigeon 2 

Bird – Honeyeater 6 Bird – Ibis 1 

Bird – Indian Ringneck 1 Bird – Kingfisher 3 

Bird – Kookaburra 10 Bird – Lace Necked Dove 18 

Bird – Little Corella 3 Bird – Long Beaked Corella 2 

Bird – Lorikeet 43 Bird – Mallee Ringneck Parrot 1 

Bird – Mistletoe Bird 1 Bird – Murray Magpie 71 

Bird – Musk Lorikeet 31 Bird – Nankeen Kestrel 12 

Bird – New Holland Honeyeater 13 Bird – Nightjar 2 

Bird – Noisy Miner 11 Bird – Owl 2 

Bird – Owlet Nightjar 3 Bird – Parrot 2 

Bird – Peachface 1 Bird – Pelican 1 

Bird – Peregrine Falcon 2 Bird – Pigeon 11 

Bird – Piping Shrike 1 Bird – Plover 11 

Bird – Purple Crowned Lorikeet 3 Bird – Rainbow Lorikeet 150 

Bird – Raven 8 Bird – Red Capped Plover 1 

Bird – Red Rump Parrot 2 Bird – Red Wattle Bird 1 

Bird – Rock Dove 1 Bird – Rosella 92 

Bird – Sacred Kingfisher 3 Bird – Silver Eye 1 

Bird – Small Corella 1 Bird – Southern Boobook Owl 4 

Bird – Sparrow 11 Bird – Sparrow Hawk 2 

Bird – Starling 1 Bird – Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 7 

Bird – Swallow 12 Bird – Tawney Frogmouth 19 

Bird – Top Notch Pigeon 2 Bird – Wattle Bird 27 

Bird – Wedge Tail Eagle 2 Bird – White Winged Triller 1 

Bird – Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoo 2 Bird – Unspecified 42 

Bird - AMWRRO 2 Duck – Chestnut Teal 12 

Duck – Duckling 2 Duck - Domestic 24 

Duck – Pacific Black 898 Duck – Shelduck 8 

Duck – Wood 432 Echidna 6 

Kangaroo – Eastern Grey 17 Kangaroo – Euro 1 

Kangaroo – Red Kangaroo 11 Kangaroo – Swamp Wallaby 3 

Kangaroo – Western Grey 74 Kangaroo - Unspecified 9 

Koala 27 Possum – Brushtail 278 

Possum – Ringtail 275 Possum Western Pygmy 1 

Possum – Unspecified 55 Reptile – Blue Tongue Lizard 9 

Reptile – Water Dragon 1 Reptile – Unspecified 11 

Turtle – Long Neck 3 Turtle – Short Neck Macquarie 2 

Turtle – Unspecified 1 Wombat 14 

Other – Penguin Fairy 1 Other – Rabbit 1 

Other – Rat 1 Total 3962



 
 

Bird Team Report 

 

During 2019/2020 Fauna Rescue Bird 

Team arranged to have built 3 large flight 

aviaries (Thank you Allan for all your 

hard work and patience).  

These aviaries measure 7.2 x 2.4 x 3.0 

and are being used for flighting Fauna 

Rescue birds before they are released.  

The aviaries are located, with permission 

from the owners, on properties at The 

Range, Hampstead Gardens and 

Smithfield.  

 

 

Any member of Fauna Rescue can ask for their birds to be included in the release 

programme for these aviaries.   

Please contact Bird Coordinator Nuria for details. 

 

We would like to remind all bird carers and transporters the 

importance of putting in Animal Records, even when the 

animal dies or if it is left at a Vet Clinic.   

The statistics are showing a decline in the number of birds 

being cared for, however the phone operator statistics while 

showing a slight decrease in the number of bird calls is not 

reflecting the decline in the number of bird related rescues as 

the animal records.   

We are assuming that the cause is the lack of animal records 

submitted for deceased or euthanised birds.  

Please remember that if you are the last Fauna Rescue 

member to handle an animal – Please put in an animal record.   

Statistics are used to present to government departments and 

to apply for grants to show the great number of rescues that our members undertake each 

year.   

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

I was called out to a rescue in Smithfield one day and luckily the phone operator – Andy had 

already done some of the background work for me. 

 

A Corella was stuck high in a tree and the MFS had been 

called but were unable to get a truck into the back yard 

of the house where the tree and Corella were.   

Andy had found a tree climber in the area who was 

willing to donate his time to assist in the rescue of the 

poor Corella.  

I met with Lee and his wife and son at the persons 

property and Lee started the climb to the top of the tree 

to try to untangle the Corella from the tree branch it had 

its foot and twine wrapped 

around.    

 

After a lot of squawking (from the bird – not Lee) and with all 

fingers still intact, Lee managed to bring the Corella to ground 

where he and I cut away the twine.  

I took the bird to have it Vet checked and luckily there was 

much bruising but no breakage.   I kept the bird for around 2 

weeks to make sure it was ok and to fatten it up a bit.  

Unfortunately, it got the better of me and managed to escape 

before I could contact Lee and his family so we could meet up 

for the release.   

 A big thank you to Leez Trees. 

 

Marie Kozulic 

 

 

 

 

  

  



FLYING-FOX & MICROBAT TEAM ANNUAL REPORT 
Adapted from a Heat Stress Report by Linda Collins August 2020 

  
FLYING-FOXES 

Grey-headed flying-fox – Pteropus poliocephalus 

 
During November and December 2019 Adelaide experienced five days of temperatures from 41.6 ْC to 45.3 

ْC. As a result, over 10,000 flying-foxes from the Adelaide colony died and more than 500 young and 

juveniles were taken into long term care by Fauna Rescue of SA. The first heat stress day occurred on 20 

November 2019. At the time, there were approximately 28,000 bats in the colony. On this day an estimated 

2,000 died and 224 were rescued.  

The second event lasted for four days from 17 – 20 December 2019. During this period an estimated 8,000 

bats died and a further 385 were rescued. Ninety animals did not survive their first week in care. 

 

The logistics of this undertaking would unfold over the following days and months, beginning with the task 

of collecting the dead and rescuing survivors. The team from Adelaide City Council collected animals from 

the banks of the River Torrens and used a punt to retrieve 25 live young that were inaccessible from the 

riverbanks.  

The help required to support these animals to release was unparalleled and inspiring. This report will 

highlight the processes involved.  

 

HOUSING  

Sixteen large cages were set up at Fauna Rescue Headquarters to house the animals until more aviaries 

could be secured. At the time Fauna Rescue only had two crèche aviaries, with a third still under 

renovation. Only four extra aviaries could be accommodated. On average 63 animals were housed in each 

facility. These aviaries were only meant to hold 30-50 animals at maximum, so overcrowding was a 

problem. Sue Westover had four aviaries, Katrina Boardman two and Ella Kuhnert one.  

 

FEEDING  

This would become the most important process for the successful release of these animals. One hundred 

and seventy five kilos of fruit plus five kilos of High Protein Supplement were required nightly.  

A call went out on the Fauna Rescue Adelaide Bat Chat Facebook page for volunteers. Up to 100 people 

stepped forward. Fruit cutting was set up at Fauna Rescue Headquarters under the supervision of Kathryn 

Conlin.  

Feeding would continue until the 23 July 2020 (7months).  

 

 

 

 

 



PREPARATION TO RELEASE  

In the past orphans were transported to release aviaries on the East Coast and more recently Yarra Bend, 

Melbourne. Unfortunately, these facilities had experienced their own heat stress events and starvation and, 

like Adelaide, had hundreds of animals to release and could not accommodate an additional 438 animals.  

 

The process began mid-January.  

• Scouting for a suitable area within Botanic Park to install a release aviary.     This undertaking was 

supported by the Botanic Gardens. 

• Securing a company to construct a demountable release aviary.  

• A proposal was submitted to Botanic Gardens by DEW and Fauna Rescue SA Inc, to release these 

438 juveniles back to the colony in Botanic Park. Botanic Gardens granted approval within 24 hours. 

Fauna Rescue is indebted to the Board for their prompt response and support.  

• The Fauna Permit Unit also required a management plan for the release of Grey-headed Flying-

foxes in South Australia. Again, approval was prompt.  

• Security for the aviary was paramount. The use of the security fence surrounding the aviary was 

donated by Temporary Security Fencing,  

 the company who provide fencing for Womadelaide.  

• Night patrols of the aviary were donated by Corporal Security, who patrol the Zoo and the Botanic 

Gardens. This company patrolled the aviary from the 14 March to the 23 July 2020. No small 

undertaking.  

• Security and observation on cameras were donated, installed and maintained by DEW. 

• To evaluate the success of this release program the animals needed to be identified. All flying-foxes 

were banded with an “Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme” stainless steel thumb band. This 

was organised by Wayne Boardman. Jackie Hunt, Katrina Boardman, Ella Kuhnert and Linda Collins 

assisted Wayne; banding 438 animals over 4 days.  

• Radio tracking was also to be implemented, however, Covid-19 prevented this research from 

proceeding. 

 

 

RELEASE  

All documentation was completed, the aviary was built and security in place, we now had to wait for 

Womadelaide to dismantle.  

 

Number of Animals for Release  

Hand-reared  14  

Sub-adults  3  

Anne Fowler (Vet) hand- reared  8  

Mother-reared  1  

Adults  3  

November/December Heat Stress  409  

TOTAL  438  

  

On 23 March 2020 the first group were released. Unfortunately, there was a major problem with the first 

release. On the morning of the 24 March, 17 dead animals were found on the hill leading from the aviary 

(16 banded juveniles and 1 wild). Autopsies revealed that a fox had killed them all. Mark the fox catcher 

from the Adelaide Zoo was contacted. The day was spent fox proofing the security fence, ropes from the 

aviary to the trees were lifted higher and Mark set up cameras around the aviary to observe fox movement. 

One fox was trapped, however, after the first 16 animals were taken, over the following 4 releases a further 

18 perished.  

The aviary was visited once daily in the late afternoon by a feeding and cleaning team of three vaccinated 

Fauna Rescue members.  

From 14 March to the 18 May, five releases were undertaken. There was only one problematic group, 

requiring longer in the aviary before release. The Botanic Gardens supported the extended time required to 

successfully release these animals.  

Support feeding on the outside of the aviary continued until the 23 July 2020.  

 



The cost of this exercise was high; physically, emotionally and financially. Cleaning aviaries and feeding 438 

animals every day and maintaining this level of commitment over seven months was physically challenging 

for all. Over 100 volunteers supported these animals during this 7-month rehabilitation and release 

program. The Fauna Rescue Flying-fox and Microbat Coordination Team would like to thank all who were 

involved in this undertaking. 

On a more positive note, many lessons were learnt and it is hoped that in the future this knowledge and the 

postponed radio tracking will provide more information on the success of releasing in Adelaide.  

 
 

The Grey-headed flying-fox is a threatened species, vulnerable to extinction and the Adelaide colony has 

now become of significant importance to their ongoing survival. Unless Adelaide can provide an adequate 

cooling system to support these animals during heat stress events, the 14,000 animals lost in 2019 is likely 

to be repeated (January 2019 – 4000 and November/ December 2019 – 10,000). It is estimated that less 

than 5% of the young born in October 2019 survived the November/ December high temperatures.  

A grant application has been made to Wildlife Heros for $20,000 for assistance with the cost of installing a 

misting/sprinkler system in the trees for this coming season. We are awaiting the outcome of this 

application. Thank you again to Linda Collins and to Marie, our Chairperson for the work involved in this 

application.   

 

MOVING FORWARD 

Since the resignation of Sue Westover as the Flying-fox & Microbat Coordinator on 23 May 2020, we 

regrouped and very quickly formed an action plan in preparation for the coming flying-fox season. We 

decided to create a Coordination Team and the Committee agreed to the proposal of Katrina Boardman, 

Jackie Hunt and Ella Kuhnert, assisted by Linda Collins as a consultant in these roles. 

With the formation of a second bat rescue group in Adelaide, firstly our Flying-fox & Microbat and Heat 

Stress Event policies had to be rewritten.  

We had to recruit new members to the team not only to replace members who moved to the other group 

but to enlarge the team to be able more easily manage the Heat Stress Events of the future. Fauna Rescue 

members who are not vaccinated have also been recruited to help at these events and will be fully trained 

for their roles assisting us. 

We agreed that a comprehensive training program had to be undertaken in the small window we had before 

the baby and heat stress season began. 

These training sessions and meetings were planned, written and have been/will be presented by Linda 

Collins. 

We will be forever indebted to Linda Collins for all her work assisting us with vast amount of work 

undertaken to create a professional, informed and cohesive team of the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Training & Presentations 

 

▪ Flying-fox & Microbat Team meeting for existing members – presentation of new policy. 

▪ Flying-fox Rescue & Management & Care of Microbats 

▪ Orphaned Flying-fox Hand Rearing  

▪ De-brief for the Flying-fox events of Last Season 

▪ Getting to know the Flying –fox Colony 

▪ Flying-fox Heat Stress Events 

 

We continue to undertake monthly Flying-fox Fly Out counts and estimate that currently there are around 

22,000 bats in the colony with birthing already underway. 

Daily checks of the colony are undertaken to check for fallen young that may still be alive and experienced 

team members are currently training new team members in this exercise.  

Katrina Boardman and Jackie Hunt are attending New Members Workshops to promote the bats and 

encourage new members to join our team, with positive results so far. We have discovered a couple of 

members who are already vaccinated against rabies and who just needed a blood test to confirm their titre 

level. The cost of vaccinations is of course always a stumbling block in recruiting new members to the team. 

 

 

MICROBATS 

 

To bring Microbats in line with the Flying-foxes, work is underway to create a Microbat policy, as Fauna 

Rescue has never had a policy for Microbats in the past. Due to the dramatic events that occur and the 

specialist needs of the Flying-foxes. Microbats are often the forgotten species and we wish to change this. 

We have discovered some very knowledgeable members of the team who can take on the role of training 

and giving advice to new or inexperienced members. Microbats are ideal for members who work full-time or 

have a busy lifestyle to care for and we already have many new members on board who wish to care for 

them. 

  

The Flying-fox & Microbat Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Kangaroo Report 2020 

The past year has been very busy with 125 joeys coming into care with Fauna Rescue between March  last 

year and as I am writing this in August 2020.  All these joeys  (except for eleven  that I have no details on, 

and  nine that died in care from various complications) have been transferred to Fauna Rescue carers.  

Pretty good considering we have so few permanent places. 

 

 

 

This brings me to the main problem we have.  The majority of our carers enclosures are now full.   Unlike 

other animals where they come and go, kangaroos are in care for their lifetime and we desperately need 

new places for them to go to have a safe and peaceful lifetime.  If there is anyone who has land and would 

consider building a good sized enclosure to keep kangaroos, could you please get in touch and I can help 

with advice on fencing etc.   Once the kangaroos have stopped requiring bottle feeding they are really easy 

to care for and make very gentle quiet adults.  They require supplementary feed once a day, fresh water 

and a steady supply of good quality meadow hay and shelter.   Apart from that they bond closely with each 

other and spend their time lazing around in the sun just enjoying life.  When you go into the enclosure they 

will always come and check out what you are up to and search your pockets for almonds!  They really are a 

joy to give a home to. 

 



 

This year we have welcomed a few new shooters into our ranks.   This is the sad but necessary part of our 

job.   Many kangaroos are hit by cars, caught in fences and barbed wire, fall into holes and break their legs.   

These injuries are fatal for kangaroos and our wonderful volunteer shooters respond to calls for help for 

these animals countless times a month.   

We now have 14 shooters around Adelaide and beyond and one or two of them get a great many calls.  A 

few also relocate animals lost in the suburbs and take them to the closest safe bush area, where hopefully 

they came from, and can find some of their mob again.   Presently we have two shooters in the process of 

getting their licence to bolster the numbers in the southern areas but we do need a few more volunteers for 

the northern areas.   The other place that is in need is the central Hills area ( Stirling, Longwood, Mylor, 

Bradbury,  Scott Creek, Norton Summit etc) so if there is anyone out there willing to  join our shooters 

group, please contact me.   All our shooters are insured and can claim travel costs and some associated 

costs. 

Susan George who has been our other Kangaroo Coordinator in the Riverland has recently had to resign.  

Susan has always been a great help and has always been there when I needed someone to handle the calls 

while I took holidays.  She will be missed !  

 

Diana McGregor   Kangaroo Co ordinator  M: 0411 267 841  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brushtail and Ringtail Possums 

 

 

The Possum team has continued to be very busy all year round, faced the challenges presented by the 

pandemic COVID-19, we still continued to provide rescue, care, rehabilitation and release. 

 

We want to thank everyone, members and organisations, who overcame the difficulty with 

the restrictions and managed to continue to work together as a team. 

 

 

Statistics - The last 12 months we have had an increase of 73 possums rescued a grand total of 360 

possums in the last year and below you can view the table below a comparison with last year’s AGM 

statistics: 

 

 

 

 2018/2019 2019/2020 

 Brushtail Ringtail Brushtail Ringtail 

Dina DeRuyter 48 71 40 71 

Jill Caruso 42 62 44 54 

Kerrie Kelly 25 39 64 87 

Total 115 172 148 212 

 

 

Reunited Joeys - At the start of spring last year and throughout the year we 

trialled the attempt of reuniting joey possums back in the wild with their mums.  In 

2019/2020 we were successful in reuniting 2 baby ringtails and 2 baby brushtails 

and since 30 June 2020 there have been a few more.   

 

We recommend you do not attempt a reunite without being shown by an 

experienced member as there are many important factors that must be taken into 

consideration before attempting a reunite.  We are improving our process each reunite and hope the 

statistics indicate greater success next year. 

 

 

Possum Boxes - Our Men’s Shed program is jointly funded by the City of Onkaparinga and the 

Commonwealth Government at the Elizabeth House Positive Ageing Centre and continues to support us 

kindly making approximately 80 Fauna Rescue possum boxes.  

 

We are greatly appreciative of Sherman, the City of Onkaparinga and Elizabeth House for all their support 

as it is a vital step towards encouraging a good relationship between possums and people, ensuring the 

survival of our native possum species.  

 

 

We also have some wonderful individuals who have donated their time and skills in making possum boxes in 

their spare time.  Rod Newton (North) has made approximately 20 medium boxes and 20 release boxes 

and Bevin Kelly (South) has contributed with making a further 21 release boxes. 

 

 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH TO ALL FOR YOUR TIME AND EFFORT ONCE AGAIN  

in making the possum boxes. 

 

 
 

 



Brushtail and Ringtail Possums 

 

 

 

 

Rarity - this year we had two stand out cases we thought we would share 

 

Brushtail– A Member of the Public called Fauna Rescue to rescue a juvenile 

brushtail possum weighing 600gm that has been attacked by a cat.   

 

Obviously, we know brushtail possums come in all shades of grey with a black tail 

BUT as you can see from the picture on the left this “gorgeous girl” is unusually 

light in colour almost golden and even her tail is a light brown. 

 

Pigmy– A Member of the Public called Fauna 

Rescue stating that whilst raking on his property he came across this 

little pygmy possum.   

 

As you can see from the photo (far right) he was in torpor (hibernation) 

and weighed in at 12 gms and this weight is classified as an adult.  
 

 

 

Written by  

 

Jill Caruso (Coordinator) 

Dina De Ruyter (Assistant Coordinator) 

Kerrie Kelly (Team Leader Central) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



WITH THANKS TO OUR VALUABLE SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AND THANKS TO OUR FRIENDS… 

 

                                                                                                       

 

 


