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Chairperson’s Comments 
I hope all members are keeping safe and well during these difficult and 
unprecedented times. It is very worrying and difficult for everyone, but as all the 
advertisements say “we are all in this together”. 

I would like to advise that I have had confirmation from the Department of 
Environment and Water (DEW), Permits Section, that Fauna Rescue is permitted 
to continue to rescue, rehabilitate and release wildlife. 

In an email from DEW Permits Section to myself and various other organisations 
the following was stated: 

Rescue, Rehabilitation and Release: 
Carers can continue to rescue, rehabilitate and release native wildlife in 
accordance with their permits, endorsements and conditions. provided they 
comply with government social distancing guidelines and any other restrictions 
adopted to slow the spread of COVID-19. 

Also Wildlife Health Australia has published a fact sheet explaining that there is 
no evidence to suggest that any animals in Australia might be a source of 
COVID-19 and advising that good hygiene and infection control practices are 
always recommended when handling any animals. 
https://www.wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/Portals/0/Documents/FactSheets/
Public%20health/Novel_coronavirus-2019.pdf  

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all our new members. Since November 
2019 there have been approximately 283 new membership forms processed and, 
of these, approximately. 222 are now new  members.  

Once the social distancing regulations are relaxed Fauna Rescue will resume its 

workshop training schedule. In the meantime if any new members would like to 

go “on call” with a buddy to assist and train them one-on-one, please contact the 

relevant species co-ordinator to see if there is someone in your area to buddy you 

up with. Please visit Fauna Rescue Website for the list of species co-ordinators. 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/  in Members section under Notices and Lists. 

 

Please DO NOT use email to contact Fauna Rescue for wildlife that is injured, requires rescuing or re-locating. 
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CANCELLATION OF 
WORKSHOPS 
The Possum workshop on the 19th 
April, 2020 was cancelled in line with 
advice on COVID19 and gatherings of 
people. We apologize for any 
inconvenience. 

Any future workshops will be 
reviewed by the Committee. Updates 
will be posted on our website and 
FaceBook pages. Thank you for your 
understanding in this matter. Continued on Page 2 

https://www.wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/Portals/0/Documents/FactSheets/Public%20health/Novel_coronavirus-2019.pdf
https://www.wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/Portals/0/Documents/FactSheets/Public%20health/Novel_coronavirus-2019.pdf
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/
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Wildlife Rescue and COVID-19 
The situation with COVID-19 is changing rapidly. Currently, Fauna Rescue of SA Inc (Fauna Rescue) is  
implementing procedures to ensure that it can continue to operate daily to assist sick, injured and orphaned wildlife.  

Fauna Rescue is following all SA Government directives and taking precautionary measures advised by the  
SA Department of Health. You will be kept up-to-date on any short-term changes to our wildlife rescue  
service. 

In light of the uncertainty we are facing with the outbreak of COVID-19, Fauna Rescue has made the difficult decision 
to postpone all workshops until further notice. We are monitoring the situation which is highly likely to escalate further.  
The safety of our volunteers is a priority and we will continue to be guided by SA Government directives. We will keep 
participants updated about postponed workshops and as soon as it is appropriate they will be re-scheduled. 

COVID-19 and WILDLIFE RESCUE 

• Please be aware that Fauna Rescue is likely to have fewer volunteers available to carry out rescues  
during this COVID-19 pandemic, as more people are required to go into isolation/quarantine or succumb 
to the virus.   
We thank you in advance for your patience and support.  

• If you find sick, injured or orphaned wildlife, please call the Fauna Rescue hotline on 8289 0896.  

• Should a rescue be at your home and you or any members of your household are in isolation or quarantine 
please let the phone operator know when you call and also advise the rescuer/s when they arrive. Please remain 
inside your home, if possible, or maintain a distance of 5 metres (m) from the rescuer/s (and the animal) to enable 
them to rescue the animal. 

• If you have already contained sick, injured or orphaned wildlife and require a Fauna Rescue volunteer to take  
delivery, or collect, please ensure it is secured in a box or other suitable container as you will be required to place 
it outside your door when the volunteer arrives to collect it.   

• If you have found and captured a sick or injured native animal that needs urgent vet assistance, please phone 
your nearest vet prior to attending their clinic to discuss their current protocol and to establish if they are  
accepting wildlife or, alternatively, where you can obtain treatment.  

Continued on Page 3 

Chairperson’s Comments continued… 

Many things have been put on hold due to the COVID-19 virus 
and the necessity for social distancing. However, Fauna  
Rescue’s commitment and assistance in providing food and hay 
to the wildlife of Kangaroo Island is continuing, Fauna Rescue 
has also supplied tanks of water for wildlife to areas in need. 
Possum and bird boxes are being made for the wildlife of  
Kangaroo Island and Cudlee Creek areas and I would like to give 
a big thank you to all the volunteers that are helping with this  
project – a special thank you to Rod of Banksia Park who has 
been making up boxes. We have boxes that are available to be 
placed in burnt out areas; so if you know of anyone that 
requires possum or bird boxes (they don’t need to be a 
member), please let Liz MacGuinness (mobile 0413 561 948,  
email lizmacg@bigpond.com) or myself know. 

In addition to possum and bird boxes, other wonderful 
donations have been made to our organisation. Many have 
donated money, many have donated fruit, others have 
donated their time, whilst others have made pouches for flying 
foxes, possums and kangaroos.   

I would like to sincerely thank everyone who has donated to  

Fauna Rescue.  It is truly heart warming to see how  
everyone has pulled together in these crises. 

Safety is always our main concern for members and if you 
are required to self-isolate and require assistance with   
animals in your care, please contact your species  
coordinator to ask for help. 

If you do need to self-isolate please remember to let 
memberships know to take you off-call whilst you are in 
isolation. Please email: memberships@faunarescue.org.au  
Of course when  your self-isolation is over and you are fit 
and well and you can go back on call please remember to 
notify memberships again to let them know to place you 
back “on call”. 

I would like to thank all members who are continuing to 
help our wildlife. Please keep safe, make sure you abide by 
the social distancing rules and any other restrictions 
imposed by the SA Government in order to slow the spread 
of this disastrous COVID-19 virus. 

Kindest regards 
Marie 

mobile 0413 272 062 email: marie.kozulic@optusnet.com.au 

mailto:memberships@faunarescue.org.au
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Wildlife Rescue and COVID-19 continued 

To reduce the risk to your own and others health and safety and to avoid contamination and spreading of 

COVID-19, you should:  

• If you are sick, stay away from others – this is the most important thing you can do. 

• Practice good personal hygiene; wash your hands frequently with soap and water. 

• Cover a cough or sneeze, dispose of used tissues in a closed bin and use alcohol based hand  

sanitizer. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 

• Practice social distancing by staying at least 1.5 m away from others. 

• Avoid hugging, kissing or handshaking. 

• Follow Government Health advice and contact your local heath authority. 

• If you exhibit any symptoms such as fever, cough, sore throat or difficulty breathing please follow 

Government Health advice and contact your local heath authority. 

• Stay informed and follow advice given by your healthcare provider. 

• Wash hands thoroughly after being in contact with animals, their enclosures/cages or food containers. 

Some important things to note: 

• Transmission and risk is considered low when conducting outdoor activities. 

• Mosquitoes and other insects do not carry the disease. 

• According to the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) COVID-19 cannot be transmitted to 

humans from animals. 

Government Social Distancing Restrictions 

• Total number of persons participating in an activity does not exceed 10 people and does not exceed 1 

person per 4 square metres. 

• Keep a distance of at least 1.5 m from others. 

• Spend no more than 15 minutes of face-to-face contact with others. 

• Spend no more than 2 hours with others in any enclosed space, at a distance of at least 1.5 m. 

Implementing these measures will assist in slowing the spread of COVID-19 in your community. 

Community members who are in a higher risk category (such as the elderly or those with a chronic illness) 

should seek personalised advice from their healthcare provider on how best to manage their health risks 

during this time. 

Up-to-date information on COVID-19 can be found via the following links: 

••  SA Health COVID-19 

••  Australian Dept of Health   

••  WHO  

••  US CDC 

Advice is also available from the National Coronavirus Health Information Line on phone 1800 020 080. 

By following the recommendations given we can all do our best to keep each other and our  

wildlife safe. 

Thank you for your support and understanding during this crisis. 

https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/health+topics/health+topics+a+-+z/covid+2019/novel+coronavirus
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
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FOR THE ATTENTION OF ALL MEMBERS AND 
FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATORS 

A REMINDER to use Social Media appropriately in connection 

with Fauna Rescue. 

All members are respectfully reminded to make yourself  

familiar with Fauna Rescue’s Social and General Media  

policy: https://www.faunarescue.org.au/wp-content/

uploads/2019/03/Policy-Social-and-General-Media.pdf 

It is against Fauna Rescue policy to post anything on  

Facebook pages which is derogatory to Fauna Rescue itself, 

veterinary practices or to any rescue partners, such as other 

rescue groups. Such occurrences damage Fauna Rescue’s 

reputation as a professional organisation and are disrespectful 

to our supporters with whom we enjoy cooperative and  

supportive relationships.  Fauna Rescue could not operate 

without the ongoing co-operation and support of veterinary 

practices and other rescue organizations.  

Fauna Rescue Facebook administrators will monitor for such 

inappropriate posts and remove them with the possibility of 

disciplinary action being taken. 

IMPORTANT 

NOTICES 

Updated Website documents and lists  

Fauna Rescue is in the process of updating various documents 
and lists on its Website. Until these are finalized, please use 
the lists currently in the Members Section of the Fauna 
Rescue Website— https://www.faunarescue.org.au/ 

A new Treasury Policy—Expense Reimbursements, has 
recently been finalized and will be uploaded to the Website 
shortly. This includes example expense reimbursement claim 
forms and instructions on their completion.  
Please forward your expense reimbursement claim forms to 
the new  claims email address : 
treasurer@faunarescue.org.au 

A new Treasury Policy—Tax Deductible Receipt Claims Is 
currently being prepared. When finalized it will be uploaded 
to the Fauna Rescue Website with full instructions on how to 
claim. It will be necessary to submit these claims as 
hardcopy documents through the post as soon as possible 
after 30 June (each year), and definitely before 31 August   

to: PO Box 241, Modbury North, SA 5092 

WILDLIFE PERMITS 

Are you aware that all Fauna Rescue members require a permit to be 

a wildlife carer of protected native animals? 

You will need a permit, even if you only intend to provide short term 

care for a native animal you have rescued. 

From 1 July 2019, some species of animals were re-categorized by 
the Department of Environment and Water. Native animals are 
categorized into four native animal categories: Unprotected; Exempt; 
Basic and Specialist. Native Animal Categories are available on the 
DEW website at: https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-

permits/wildlife-permits/native-animal-categories 

For all the information you need, please go to the Fauna Rescue 
website, Members Section, click on the tab “Wildlife Permits”. Here 
you will find links to various information guides and instructions. To 
apply for a permit, download the relevant Wildlife Carer Permit Form, 
available at https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/
wildlife-permits. Please be aware that non-releasable protected 
wildlife will also require a “Retain Protected Animals Unfit for Release” 

permit. 

Permit holders must comply with the permit conditions and certain 
requirements of the regulations relevant to the species’ they are 

caring for.  

New members - before applying for your permit, please speak to your 

Species Co-ordinator. 

All members -If you have applied for and obtained your permit, 
please provide a copy (showing your permit number and species 
covered) to your Species Co-ordinator to update Fauna Rescue’s 
membership records. 

Parking / Speeding fines 

Some members have enquired whether they can claim 
the cost of parking and/or speeding fines they incur.  

These are not claimable expenses as they are 
infringements of currently existing laws and relate 
directly to disobeying the requirements of holding a 
drivers’ licence.  

These penalties can be quite high so, please, do be 
mindful of Clearways, Bicycle lanes and other restrictions 
when parking to rescue wildlife or to collect leaf. 

Thank you 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Policy-Social-and-General-Media.pdf
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Policy-Social-and-General-Media.pdf
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits/native-animal-categories
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits/native-animal-categories
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-permits
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URGENT REQUESTS.  

Are there any members or members partners who would 

be interested in learning how to catch and relocate 

kangaroos? We have a truly amazing person here in 

Adelaide who I’m hoping will be able to share some of his 

knowledge.  

We are also looking for additional experienced shooters 

to help deal with the many calls we get for injured 

kangaroos. Shooters require a particular licence to allow 

them to shoot injured wildlife. There is also a protocol 

that you are required to follow to ensure your safety, but 

also so that a record is kept of each incident.  

All of our volunteer shooters are covered by Fauna 

Rescue insurance.  

If you are interested in either of the above requests, 

please contact me on 0411 267 841 or at email 

nangare3@bigpond.com  

Diana McGregor  

Kangaroo Coordinator  

Animal Records  
It is very important that animal records are completed for 
all animals that come into care. Please complete as many 
details as possible and include the outcome; this could be 
“in care” “died” “euthanized” or “released”. 

What is also not so well known is that an animal record 
should be completed when you are just transporting an 
animal. The outcome in this instance would be 
“TRANSPORT ONLY”. 

You must put in Animal Records to be able to claim any 
food reimbursements and travel reimbursements. Animal 
Records are important so that we have a picture of how 
many animals we are dealing with annually. They are used 
when Fauna Rescue applies for grants, or funding, and by 
students for projects as well as University Research 
students. So please remember to put in your animal 
records. 

Public Display of wildlife for Advocacy  
purposes: 

In consideration of the government social distancing 
guidelines DEW is suspending approval for carers to use 
native animals undergoing rehabilitation in public 
displays for advocacy purposes. DEW will not approve 
requests to publicly display native animals being held 
for rehabilitation and release until the Covid19 
restrictions are reduced. 

IMPORTANT 

NOTICES 

continued 

  

Here’s how … 
Fauna Rescue of SA Inc. will assist wildlife in fire damaged areas in the Adelaide Hills and, where possible, on Kangaroo Island. We 
can assist with: 

1. Arranging food drops where wildlife is present but food is limited or non-existent, until regrowth occurs. 

2. Supporting property owners who have sighted populations of wildlife on their land and would like assistance to feed them. 

3. Supplying and installing feed stations and water stations (if needed) for a variety of native animals. 

4. Installing temporary shelters for wildlife ie possum and bird boxes. 

5. Rescuing injured, orphaned or sick wildlife. 

6. Supporting people rescuing and rehabilitating wildlife. 

7. Possibly contributing to re-vegetation projects. 

Please email Fauna Rescue of SA Inc for assistance at info@faunarescue.org.au  

 
Are you in a Bushfire Impacted Area? 

Has Wildlife returned but there’s no food? 
FAUNA RESCUE CAN HELP – 

AT NO COST TO YOU 

Fauna Rescue has provided numerous food and 
water drops to properties in Bushfire Impacted 

Areas in the Adelaide Hills, where refugee animals 
are struggling. 

DO YOU NEED MORE? We can help— 

Please contact us at  info@faunarescue.org.au  

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

❖❖ 

❖❖ 

❖❖ 

❖❖ 

❖❖ 

mailto:info@faunarescue.org.au
mailto:info@faunarescue.org.au
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Attention Transport and Rescue Members 

 We have a number of very valued members who are 

not carers, but are on call just for transport and 

simple rescues. 

Because they are not carers, they don’t have a “team  

leader” as such, so I have stepped in to provide that 

service and you will see me on the Committee list as 

“Transport & Rescue Coordinator”  Sue Gredley (non-

committee position). I’d like to touch base with those 

of you who have been on call just for Transport and 

Rescue for some time, so that I know who you all are, 

and can discuss the kind of support I can provide. 

 Please ring me  on 0403 130 958: 
• if you are on call for Transport and Rescue   

—but not if you are also an on-call carer – you 
already have a team leader/s) 

OR  
• if you are interested to come “on-call” for this role 

— but NOT if I have recently brought you on call 
for this role and we have already talked. 

Thanks Sue Gredley 

N 

O 

T 

I 

C 

E 
 

B 

O

A

R

D 

Volunteer/s needed to help with property 
relocation  - hours to suit you 

This may involve aviary/cage transportation and trailer 
aviary relocation to possum release sites. This would 
assist carers who do not have the means or facilities 
to do this on their own. A vehicle with tow bar would 
be required and a trailer beneficial. 

If you can help, please contact:  

Kim Sutterby, Property Officer at 
sutterbyk@adam.com.au 

Volunteer Gardener 
needed– hours to suit 
you 
Fauna Rescue headquarters 
in Holden Hill is in need of 
someone to do some light 
gardening to keep its small 
front yard tidy. This will 
mainly consist of pruning a few shrubs. If you have a 
green thumb and enjoy doing a bit of gardening, we 
would be very appreciative of your assistance.  
Please contact Dolly Gent on mobile 0487 911 159 

Vacant Non-Committee Position  

A Volunteer is needed for the following position:  

Assistant Secretary – Some office experience 

beneficial.  

Please register your Expression of Interest including 

any relevant experience by email to: 

marie.kozulic@optusnet.com.au  

From the Editor 
If you have any interesting or funny stories for our 

newsletter, please forward them via email to: 

jeanmarilyn.smith@gmail.com 

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Fauna Rescue of SA Inc. No responsibility is 
taken for any actions or outcome from information within this publication. 

Fauna Rescue Clothing and Merchandise 

With workshops currently on hold, it may be 
harder for some of you to access Fauna Rescue 
merchandise – see list of items and prices in 
Members’ section of Fauna Rescue website. 

You can still order directly from Kimberley at 
Blackwood phone 0416 678 910, or email: 
kraoux@gmail.com  

For northern people, limited stock is also 
available from Sue Gredley at Greenwith phone 
0403 130 958. Sue has rescue baskets, laminated 
signs, lanyards, card holders and Hi-Viz jackets. 

mailto:sutterbyk@adam.com.aui
mailto:jeanmarilyn.smith@gmail.com
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Baby Possums “Reunited” 
Volunteer Kerrie Kelly (Possum Team) 

My first attempt of reuniting a baby ringtail was in June 2019 where I attended a property in Kensington.  The member of the 

public stated she had seen the mum in her back yard on many occasions. 

I had NO IDEA of what to do or how to do it! 

Fortunately, it was a successful reunite of a 129 gm female we had named 

“Pumpernickel”. From that time on I have made numerous attempts, with both 

success and failure, whilst all the time learning and changing the approach to what 

works.... 

These reunites make caring rewarding and, for me, worth it to see young 

ones back with their mums in the wild! 

Here are a few of those successful 

REUNITES since publishing the story 

of Coco in a previous newsletter... 

Polly - On 10 September 2019 a 63gm baby ringtail came into care. It had been rescued by 
a Fauna Rescue member as it was being attacked by birds in Bellevue Heights.  Polly 
appeared healthy and, I believed at the time, had a good chance of being reunited as I had an exact location.  I contacted the 
member of the public who had reported the incident  and ascertained they were happy for me to return to the address and 
attempt the reunite and asked them to keep an eye out for mum in the next few 
days. 

I attended the property on 14 September 2019 just on dusk.  Within ten (10) 
minutes mum appeared moving cautiously along the tree branch so I placed Polly at 
at the base of the tree.  Mum slowly descended the tree and Polly climbed on her 
back as you can see from the photo.   Mum retreated back up the tree and sat in a 
fork for approximately 45 minutes until eventually we saw Polly enter her pouch 
and then mum left the area! 

Bartley - I also had a 62 gm baby ringtail come into care from Kensington Gardens 
who had fallen from the roof of a member of the public and was found on the 
ground.  Amazingly, after the fall Bartley appeared healthy with no injuries and, 
again, I had an exact location. 

I attended the property on 21 September 2019, however 30 minutes passed with 
no sign of mum. I was about to abandon the reunite when suddenly I heard a noise 
and saw mum in a tree.  I placed Bartley at the base of that tree and mum came to ground.  Bartley proceeded to climb all over 
her while she smelt and licked him and he quickly entered her pouch. 

Pixie – On 29 January 2020 I had a 150 gm baby brushtail come into care from Torrens Park.  The member of the public was 
extremely keen to have the baby reunited. 

I attended the property on 1 February 2020 at dusk and was told that mum may live high in the palm tree on the property.  
Within ten  minutes mum appeared moving cautiously down the palm tree so I placed Pixie 
at the base of the tree. Mum came to ground, Pixie climbed on to her back and they quickly 
retreated up the palm tree.  Halfway up we noticed that Pixie was finally in mum’s pouch. 

 

I have managed to get photo and video footage of some of the reunites but again the 

darkness and lack of light makes it difficult to see clearly. 
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The common brushtail possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) and its cousin the common ringtail  possum (Pseudocheirus 

peregrinus) are considered annoying pests by many Australians, however they are protected species’ under the 

Wildlife Act 1975. And yet booming populations of brushtails and ringtails in and around many of our cities tell an 

extraordinary story of survival when set against the backdrop of severe population decline and near-extinction for 

some of our other possum species. 

Climate change, forest fires, floods, predation by cats, dogs and foxes, road trauma, and habitat destruction/land 

clearing have all had an impact on possum survival. The removal of their natural habitats and predation are to blame 

for many of these common species moving into urban areas. 

Over recent decades, already restricted habitats in and around Adelaide have been further degraded by rapid suburban 

encroachment, pushing isolated species onto the endangered list. 

 

We need to learn to share. Whilst some Australian city-dwellers might find brushtail possums annoying, it is 

unsurprising that these highly adaptable animals are right at home in an environment we have unintentionally created 

to suit both us and them. 

By night they will happily feast on everything from rosebuds and magnolia flowers to unattended pet food; and by day 

consider unsecured roof cavities the perfect city real estate. But, although common brushtails and ringtails are now 

thriving in cities, beyond the urban fringe and into their supposed natural habitats among the open forests and 

woodlands of Australia these possum species are not doing as well as they once did. Again, habitat destruction and 

increased predation are two of the most likely causes for their demise. 

It seems living in this environmental halfway house pays off for some brushtails. Many seem to be risk-takers and bold 

nocturnal foragers coming to houses in search of food. Their diet is more varied than the usual mainstay of eucalypt 

leaves, meaning despite threats from cars, cats and dogs, they probably enjoy a survival advantage. 

So, next time a family of brushtails run across your roof in the middle of the night, or a ringtail nibbles on your roses to 

its liking, don’t feel annoyed and frustrated. Perhaps it’s time for you to pause and consider installing a nesting box for 

your resident possum, abandon the roses and plant natives such as Grevilleas and Wattles that both humans and 

possums can enjoy. 

So what can we do? 

              

WHY WE NEED POSSUM BOXES 
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Possums help protect gum trees by controlling the mistletoe, a common gum tree parasite. They also 

help control insect populations as these are also part of their diet. They can also help promote new 

growth by feeding on gum leaves. Possums can be delightful creatures with their impressive 

acrobatics and cute and cuddly appearance best enjoyed from a distance. 

We should feel privileged that we have these animals in our neighbourhoods. We find they’re disappearing from the 

bush, and yet people say, ‘Oh, they’re a problem in my roof.’ It’s not until they are rare that someone suddenly cares. 

And, to invoke Joni Mitchell and her 1970’s song ‘Big Yellow Taxi’, “You don’t know what you’ve got till it’s gone”. 

Thank you Terry Hales for organising the collaboration between the City of Onkaparinga and Sherman who runs the 

Thursday Men’s Shed. The program has kindly volunteered to make 40 Fauna Rescue possum boxes. The Men’s Shed 

program is jointly funded by the City of Onkaparinga and the Commonwealth Government at the Elizabeth House 

Positive Ageing Centre. We are greatly appreciative of Sherman, the City of Onkaparinga and Elizabeth House for all 

their support as it is a vital step towards encouraging a good relationship between possums and people, and ensuring 

the survival of our native possum species. From Fauna Rescue and the Possums ONCE AGAIN THANK YOU 

VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME AND EFFORT in making the possum boxes. 

Written by  
Dina and Michelle De Ruyter 
Possum Boxes organised by  
Jill Caruso and Terry Hales 
Materials organised by  
Douwe De Ruyter 

Kersbrook Men’s Shed 
Fauna Rescue, and 
especially the Possum 
Team,  would like to 
say a huge thank you 
to Robin Bodycomb 
and the “Kersbrook 
Men’s Shed“ for 
making both large and 

small boxes for our precious 
possums. They worked hard and 
diligently to produce some 
beautiful boxes for the care and 
release of our possums. We have 
saved many possums this year 
and given them a wonderful 
chance at survival once released 
back into the wild, with a solid 
home to sleep in and protect 
them from the elements and 
predators.  

Once we have all weathered the storm of Covid-19, the 
Men’s Shed will be back in business and looking for new 
projects to keep their members busy - And they will be 
looking for volunteers to join and help with sausage 
sizzles and firewood sales to raise funds for materials, 
tools and  the like. 

If anyone can help in this area, I am sure they would 
greatly appreciate your help. Or, if you live in the area 
you may look at 
joining the group 
for skills and 
friendship. A really 
lovely bunch of 
people; thank you 
again ! 

Karyn Green 
Possum Team 
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Anzac Day - a timely reminder not to forget our animal heroes 

The Dickin Medal Award 
The Dickin Medal was instituted in 1943 by Maria Dickin  
to honour the work of animals in World War II. It is awarded 
to animals that have displayed “conspicuous gallantry or  
devotion to duty while serving, or associated with, any 
branch of the Armed Forces or Civil Defence Units”. The 
award is commonly referred to as “the animals’ Victoria 
Cross”. 

The medal was awarded 54 times between 1943 and 1949 – to 32 pigeons, 
18 dogs, 3 horses, and a ship's cat – to acknowledge actions of gallantry or 
devotion during the Second World War and subsequent conflicts. 

The first recipients of the award, in December 1943, were three pigeons  
serving with the Royal Air Force who contributed to the recovery of aircrews 
from ditched aircraft. In 1944 two carrier pigeons, working in the Australian Army Signal Corp were awarded the Dickin 
Medal for their bravery. The most recent recipient is Kuga, a Belgian Malinois who served with the Australian Special Air 
Service Regiment in Afghanistan in 2012. 

As of October 2018, the Dickin Medal has been awarded 71 times, plus one honorary award made in 2014 to all the  
animals that served in the First World War. 

A poignant reminder of heroism ...or coincidence? 
A number of months ago, in November 2019, the 101 
anniversary of the ending of WWI, someone or  
something was pinching poppies from the Tomb of the  
Unknown Soldier at Australia’s National War Memorial 
in Canberra. The culprit was a lone pigeon who was 
using them to build a colourful nest in the lead-up to 
Remembrance Day. 

 A hero in my eyes  

The Rock Dove, also known as rock pigeon,  
carrier pigeon, homing pigeon or common  
pigeon is recognised by some as the feral  
pigeon – but not in my eyes. 

These pigeons carried messages throughout 
the Great War (WWI) and World War II and 
saved many thousands of lives.  Without them 
YOU may not even be here! 

How soon we forget!. 
All life is precious and 
these heroes deserve 
to be remembered. 

Compiled by Jean    

Cher Ami was one of 100,000 homing pi-
geons used to carry messages to and from 
the trenches between 1914 and 1918. She 
saved 194 lives.  
Where other methods failed, pigeons had a 
success rate of 95%.  

 

Cher Ami monument in France  

Lest we forget 

All our heroes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pigeons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dogs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horses
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship%27s_cat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuga_(dog)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Air_Service_Regiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Air_Service_Regiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
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KANGAROO ISLAND:  ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY 

Recently my husband and I were delighted to have the 
chance of a few days holiday on Kangaroo Island (KI), (before 
they asked us not to visit).  A beautiful and wild place so 
recently savaged by horrendous bushfires. Let me tell you, 
half the island is really gone, taken by the fires. 

We travelled around a lot in those couple of days, saddened 
and yet uplifted with the signs of nature making a comeback. 
I took many photos some of which I would like to share with 
you who may not have had the opportunity to go to KI after 
the fires. 

We found the site at Pandana where Blazeaid were busy 
rebuilding a local community facility. The firies had done an 
amazing job in saving so much around there and also at 
Vivvone Bay. We had a lovely lunch at the Rock Pool café at 
Stokes Bay, also so close to being badly affected. 

We did see a young goanna just outside the gates of Flinders 
Chase, and kangaroos near Stokes Bay; life is returning! 

Fauna Rescue is supporting 
the wildlife on KI, sending 
over pallet  loads of supplies. 
We may not be there 
physically but be assured 
Fauna Rescue is doing its best 
to help in these difficult times. 

Anyway, enough. Let the 
pictures do the talking. 

Regards Liz 
 

 

Photo: RSPCA 
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KANGAROO ISLAND:  ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY 

Adults kangaroos coming 
onto a property at 
Stokes Bay, KI, where we 
are supplying water 
haulage and meadow 
hay  

Refugees from west of 
farm property at Stokes 
Bay - that area was 
wiped out by the fires.  

51 kangaroos counted in 
"home paddock" -  
good to see so many. 

 

This landowner requested assistance from Fauna Rescue after the water from his tanks 

was stolen. We have supplied some 23,000 litres of water and anything up to 30 bales 
of hay.  Fauna Rescue has supported the replenishment of this water supply so the 
landowner can continue to support the wildlife that visit his property. We were also 
asked for support with the hay which we know is good for the wildlife, so we supported 

that too – all via donations received to support bushfire-affected wildlife. The RSPCA 
and another local are supporting kangaroo feed in the form of pellets. 

Kangaroo Island Bushfire Babes 

These 2 little cuties 
are being hand reared 
and got first dibs on 
the hay. 

Fauna Rescue is 
supplying hay and  
also kangaroo milk 
formula. 
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20 plus kangaroos, mostly refugees in for early evening feed. 

Top paddock mob has numbered up to 47 some evenings. With 

wallabies coming out around twilight for their night shift  

breakfast. 

Sunday morning breakfast for kangaroos at Stokes Bay, KI. 

Thanks to Fauna Rescue hay donations.  

Good News for ‘Roos  (Facebook posts) 

Fauna Rescue is continuing to support the orphaned and refugee wildlife of both the Adelaide Hills and Kangaroo Island in the bushfire ravaged 
areas by making food and water drops whenever we are advised of a need. On Kangaroo Island we have the assistance of KI Kennels and 
Fodder of Stokes Bay,which supplies the hay  for kangaroos, and JR and MM Barrett who supply the water to replenish dams where wildlife 

drink.  

We are also providing possum and bird boxes, and food, where any displaced possums or birds are observed, including the Black  Glossy 

Cockatoo, which is estimated to have lost 75% of its habitat in the fires on Kangaroo Island,. 

We have just been contacted by some Kangaroo Island residents  advising of a 
need for carrots, vegetables and fruit. We are contacting supermarkets and other 
suppliers on the Island to source these foods and will provide them to locations 

where they are needed. 

Due to the generosity of the general public and businesses with the many 
donations received to assist bushfire affected wildlife, Fauna Rescue is able to 
provide support to Adelaide Hills and Kangaroo Island residents, who are 
themselves supporting wildlife returning to sites where their habitat has been 

destroyed—there is no natural food and / or water. 

To date Fauna Rescue has provided support to: 

Kangaroo Island Wildlife Network (Wildlife Rescue Agency) 

And to the following Stokes Bay KI residents of properties who have supported 
wildlife throughout the bushfires and who needed additional support in the form 

of feed and water: 

Ian and Gay  

Roanna and Phil 

Katja and Paul 

 

NB: If anyone is aware of locations, both on Kangaroo Island or  in the Adelaide Hills, where wildlife is seen but there is no food or water for 

them, please, please, contact Fauna Rescue. We are here to help. Email: info@faunarescue.org.au 

An evening shot on KI of wild ‘Roos coming in for a 
drink (dam behind rail fence) plus hay, where Fauna 
Rescue donated both the water and hay.  

mailto:info@faunarescue.org.au
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Thank you to the residents 

and staff of Eldercare in  

Seaford,  who made and 

decorated bird boxes for 

Fauna Rescue to install in 

bushfire impacted 

locations where surviving 

birds have been sighted. 

Thankyou to Rod of Banksia Park who 

has been busy making possum boxes 

for orphaned baby possums while 

they are in care being hand reared 

Fauna Rescue has received so many donations in many forms; money, food, goods, 
medicines, services and  expertise in making various animal ‘homes’. 

We would like to say a special thank you to  you all with acknowledgement to the 
following organizations, companies and members of the public for their substantial 
donations and/or help: 
 

Firies, Families and Furry Friends 

(Capri Cinema bushfire fundraiser) 

Loraine Papworth, Acu Fertility 

Outdoria Pty Ltd 

MCI Australia 

Woodland Contractors 

Bio3 Guardian 

National Australia Bank 

Adam El-Agez 

Amanda Daniels 

Todd Driggers 

Mrs Oliphant 

Dr Sunny-Rue Chivauca 

Thank you 

Claudia Hartridge, UK 

Tabitha Leslie, Tabby Cat Craftz, USA 

Latter Day Saints, North Valley Girls, USA 

M Kirkhoft 

P Weber 

Mrs S Middleton 

Shelley Porch 

Del Morrison, Donat 

Margaret Morris, Little Department Store 

Barbara Gilchrist 

Sarah Burgess 

Alyson & Caitlyn Ehlers 

Eileen Tilet 

Christine Brown 

Thank you so much to our Bolivian friends. 

The exceptional kindness and generosity of some countries in a time of crisis for Australian wildlife was more than evident when 

in February 2020 we were contacted by Ilani and her friends who were on holiday  from Bolivia. As you will no doubt remember 

the Amazon rainforest was experiencing its own crisis. But unbelievable as it seems a group of volunteer firefighters from Bolivia 

– Geos Bolivia, who were fighting the Amazon rainforest and Chiquitania (a region of tropical savannas in the Santa Cruz  

Department in Eastern 

Bolivia) fires in their own 

country, were moved by 

the plight of our wildlife to 

such an extent that some 

of them learned how to 

knit and created some 

very colourful woollen 

pouches for our wildlife.  

Their handy-work was mentioned in the local Bolivian news and Ilani, who  had already booked her trip to Australia, contacted 

the group and offered to bring the pouches to Australia for the rescued animals. 
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