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Chairperson’s 

Comments 
Firstly – To all Fauna Rescue 

Members - I trust you and your 

families all had a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

I would like to salute you all and 

thank you for all your hard work 

and dedication throughout 

another tough year;  roll on 2020!  

My report since the last 

newsletter: I met with Paul 

Stevenson, CEO of the RSPCA.  Our 

meeting was very informative and 

we discussed how we could work 

together to help wildlife in our 

State. The RSPCA has agreed that 

we can continue to hold our 

monthly training sessions at its 

Stepney headquarters for 2020.  

I also met with Keira who is 

developing our new database;  we 

are looking to have the new 

database up and running by 

March 2020.  It will take some 

time to settle in a new database 

but I am sure that it will be a lot 

better than the one we have at 

the moment which has not had 

any maintenance or upgrades 

since 2014.  

On 11 November I attended the 

Koala Stakeholders meeting at the 

Natural Resources AMLR Office in 

Eastwood.  Topics covered 

included the NRC Overabundant 

and Pest Species Inquiry and the 

Response to Natural Resources 

Committee inquiry into 

overabundant and pest species 

The full report is available at: 

https://www.environment.sa.gov.

au/topics/plants-and-

animals/Abundant_species/overa

bundantpest-species 

Of interest in the response report 

is Recommendation 2, which gives 

mention to the koalas in the 

Adelaide Hills and Mt Lofty Ranges. 

On Wednesday 20 November we 

had a disastrous day with high 

temperatures and strong winds.  

All animals suffered on that 

terrible day, the phones were 

even busier than usual with 

animals in need of help.  The 

flying-fox colony suffered great 

losses.  The next day was just the 

same, if not even busier (I was on 

the phones so I know!).   Since 

then we have had more disastrous 

weather; then the bushfires. 

The terrible hot days very nearly 

wiped out all the baby flying-foxes 

for this season.  the Bat Team 

have been stretched to their limits.  

They have had to endure some 

very stressful times dealing with 

so many orphans but also dealing 

with so many dead and dying 

flying-foxes. 

I would like to thank Sue W and 

the Bat Team for doing such a 

wonderful job in saving as many 

as they could – I know that they 

have had a very tough time. 

I would also like to thank all the 

carers and transporters for their 

dedication during such stressful 

days, everyone has been 

wonderful in helping out the 

animals in need.  Another very 

special thank you goes to all the 

phone operators who have been 

at the front line taking all the calls 

from the public.  Calls for injured 

wildlife as well as the hundreds of 

calls offering help – they have 

been under a lot of stress and 

have dealt with all the problems in 

a caring and professional manner 

– Great Work. 

We have welcomed in a new year 

– hopefully the bad times are over 

and we have recovery and good 

times ahead.  We now need to 

help the surviving animals. Fauna 

Rescue is providing hay and food 

drops in burnt areas wherever any 

survivors, kangaroos and any 

other species, are observed. 

Possum boxes and fruit stations 

are being provided for possums, 

and water stations provided 

where dams are not available or 

are dry.  If you know of any areas 

where these are needed please 

let me know.   

It is devastating when these tragic 

events happen, but heart-

warming to know that there are so 

https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/plants-and-animals/Abundant_species/overabundantpest-species
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/plants-and-animals/Abundant_species/overabundantpest-species
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/plants-and-animals/Abundant_species/overabundantpest-species
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/plants-and-animals/Abundant_species/overabundantpest-species
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many people who come to offer assistance.  We have had many offers of 

help, with people offering to chop fruit for the bats, help clean out 

cages, making donations of towels and linen, as well as people wanting 

to become members of Fauna Rescue. We have had some wonderful 

monetary donations from individuals and businesses.  

These funds will go towards paying for food drops and possum boxes, 

and any other assistance we can give to surviving wildlife.  We are 

investigating if bird boxes would be useful and in what areas,  and if we 

can find some handy people to make them.  We may need to provide 

hay and other food to the burnt areas for most of the year if our 

experience from the Sampson Flat fires is anything to go by. 

I have also been in contact with other rescue groups and we are looking 

at how else we can help surviving wildlife in a coordinated manner; tree 

planting has been one suggestion. - We may need to call for some 

volunteers to assist in the near future.    

Importantly, If any of our members have been affected by the bushfires 

please contact me to let me know how we may be able to help. And, 

finally, I would like to thank all the many kind hearted people who want 

to help our wildlife and I welcome our new members.   

Wishing everyone a healthy and happy 2020 

Marie 

email: marie.kozulic@optusnet.com.au 

 

 

 

Please DO NOT use email to contact Fauna Rescue for wildlife that is injured, requires rescuing or re-

locating. 
 

2020 Training Meetings 
9 February    - Orientation for New Members at Tusmore Masonic Hall 
15 March   - Kangaroo Workshop at RSPCA Stepney 
19 April   - Possum Workshop at RSPCA Stepney 
24 May   - Orientation for New Members at RSPCA Stepney 
14 June   - Duckling Workshop at RSPCA Stepney 
12 July   - Introduction to Birds at RSPCA Stepney  
July – Date TBA - AGM  
16 August  - Subject TBA 
13 September   - Reptile Workshop (excluding snakes) at RSPCA Stepney 
11 October  - Possum Workshop at RSPCA Stepney 
8 November  - Orientation for New Members at RSPCA Stepney 

Training meetings can be booked via our website or Facebook page 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au

From the Editor 
You will find some of the content of 
this newsletter very distressing. It is 
important that our members are kept 
informed of the impact to wildlife due 
to the unprecedented weather events 
and bushfires. Recovery will take 
many months and even years and 
our wildlife may never fully recover. 
But all is not lost; Survivors are 
appearing from the burnt landscape 
and Fauna Rescue is doing 
everything it can to feed and care for 
these refugees for as long as 
necessary. 

Jean  
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
 

Vacant Non-Committee Positions 

Volunteers are needed for the following positions: 

Assistant Treasurer – Accounting or bookkeeping 
experience desirable. Your main responsibility will be 
to assist with processing members reimbursement 
claims. 

Assistant Secretary – Some office experience 
beneficial. 

Please register your Expression of Interest including 
any relevant experience by email to: 
marie.kozulic@optusnet.com.au 

  

Volunteer/s needed to help with property 
relocation  hours to suit you 

This may involve aviary/cage transportation and 
trailer aviary relocation to possum release sites. This 
would assist carers who do not have the means or 
facilities to do this on their own. A vehicle with tow 
bar would be required and a trailer beneficial. 

If you can help, please contact:  

Kim Sutterby, Property Officer at 
sutterbyk@adam.com.au 

  

URGENT REQUESTS. 

Are there any members or members partners who 

would be interested in learning how to catch and 

relocate kangaroos? We have a truly amazing person 

here in Adelaide who I’m hoping will be able to share 

some of his knowledge. 

We are also looking for additional experienced 

shooters to help deal with the many calls we get for 

injured kangaroos. Shooters require a particular 

licence to allow them to shoot injured wildlife. There 

is also a protocol that you are required to follow to 

ensure your safety, but also so that a record is kept 

of each incident. 

All of our volunteer shooters are covered by Fauna 

Rescue insurance. 

If you are interested in either of the above requests, 

please contact me on 0411 267 841 or at email 

nangare3@bigpond.com 

Diana McGregor 

Kangaroo Coordinator  

  

 

Fauna Rescue Hotline – could you be a Hotline 
team member? 

Hi I’m Sue Gredley. I have been with Fauna Rescue 
for five years. Over that time I have picked up a lot of 
small roles – almost everything except being a carer 
or committee member. 

My first role was with the Hotline, and 5 years later 
I’m still loving it. If you are a carer, I have most likely 
spoken to you at some time. 

The Hotline team are the front line of communication 
with the public. We organise rescues for injured and 
orphaned animals and birds, and at this time of year 
we take up to 1700 calls a month shared around 20 
of us. That’s up to 1700 animals and birds in one 
month that we have directly helped - taken into care, 
provided advice for, or worst case – saved from a 
slow sad death. 

We are always looking for new Hotline team 
members. We provide full training. 

You need to be able to offer at least 2 hours a week, 
and you will have good problem solving, 
communication and organisational skills. 

We are particularly looking for people who can spare 
time during the afternoons 12.00 to 6.00pm. And if 
you’re a night owl (most of us aren’t) we also have 
overnight shifts as we are a 24/7 service. 

If this sounds like it could be you, please ring our 
team manager Christine Swirski 0403 499 679 or 
me on 0403 130 958 and have a chat? 

  

Volunteers needed to help with simple rescues 
and contained transport. 

Are you available to help?  
You don’t need to be a carer (or you might also be a 
carer). You choose your hours and the distance you 
are prepared to travel. 
Tasks could vary from picking up a bird that has been 
injured and taking it to a vet, to transporting an 
animal from a vet to a Fauna Rescue carer. 
If you are not available, or it is not convenient at the 
time, it is important to note that you can always say 
no when contacted. 
If you can help, please contact: 
Sue Gredley, phone: 0403 130 958 

  

A Call for New Carers & Carers currently Off-Call  
Have you been “off-call” and forgotten to let us know 
you are ready to go back on call? Please advise 
memberships@faunarescue.org.au of your 

availability.  
We are desperate for more carers to help with all 
species. Training is provided. 

NOTICE BOARD 

mailto:marie.kozulic@optusnet.com.au
mailto:sutterbyk@adam.com.aui
mailto:nangare3@bigpond.com
mailto:memberships@faunarescue.org.au
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The Adelaide Hills Bushfires  
Since the Cuddly Creek and Adelaide Hills bushfires we have 
received countless calls from property owners who have found 
injured kangaroos on their properties. The kangaroos come in all 
sizes right down to joeys. The majority have severely burnt feet, 
hands and tails from the hot ground rather than body burns. The 
other problem is smoke inhalation, and now the lack of food. 

It is now a number of weeks 
since the fires passed and 
injured kangaroos are still 
being found. 

We have had superb help 
from our shooters who go 
out time after time in 
response to our calls and 

when we haven’t been able to get one of our shooters because 
they are at work, we have had excellent help from shooters from 
Adelaide Koala Rescue.  

Unfortunately the burns sustained by most kangaroos, both 
adults  and joeys , are too deep and too severe to be able to treat 
successfully. 

With the backing of Fauna 
Rescue, I am now 
concentrating on the 
survivors and doing food 
drops in areas where 
landholders have told me 
they had a mob of 40 or a 
mob of 10, etc. I have 
been leaving hay near 
dams on these properties 
where there is now not a 
skerrick of grass left.    
One lovely landholder was so concerned for ‘her’ ‘roos that she 
had a water truck come and fill the dam so they at least had 
water.  

These landholders will keep me up to date on progress and how 
many roos are finding the feed, and I will replenish it until autumn 
when the rains bring back the new grass. 

Offers from the public of towels, dressings,  pouches, and 
anything they can think of, is overwhelming. People just can’t do 
enough.   There is a group of older ladies in Strathalbyn who 
have been extraordinary in their continual help. They have taken 
cut up rockmelon and apples to Katrina Boardman to help her 
care for some of the many flying-foxes she has in care from the 
heat events of the past month or so. They are now making 
pouches from all the brush cotton sheets that have been donated 
by others. There is no stopping them, so I will find space for 
everything until I can send items on to other needy groups or 
carers.   There are plenty of carers in NSW and Victoria who 
have not just lost their homes but also their sanctuaries so are in 
great need of replenishing stocks. 

Diana McGregor  
Kangaroo Coordinator 

Grey-headed Flying-fox - Heat Events 
Hello everyone, a quick update on our Grey-headed Flying-fox 
colony in Botanic Park.  

At last count we had a colony size of around 30,000 bats. Many 
of these just temporary visitors from Victoria. 

I am writing this as a fairly new member and with a mind and 
body that is totally exhausted from two heat stress events. Our 
first being in November 2019. 

Bats do not cope with extreme 
temperatures, it’s just not, well, 
natural for them. And basically it 
kills them. So in November we lost a 
lot of females with babies still 
clinging to them. If I remember 
correctly we had rescued just over 
100 suckling babies (needing bottle 
feeding); and the emergency started 
then. Not enough carers. So the 

poor little things, which should normally be given a dummy to 
suck, had to hang in cages and learn to take milk (formula) from 
drippers. It worked, but it is a work in progress. 

Then in December we had four days of over 40oC. We had the 
collective help of the Adelaide Zoo, Botanical Gardens staff, 
Adelaide City Council staff and also Jason VanWeenan from the 
Department of Environment and Water; all helping to collect 
fallen bats.  

Botanical Gardens staff keep the sprinklers on beneath the bats 
whenever the temperature is extreme and the bats have learned 
to take advantage of these. But even with this the bats cannot 
cope and start to die suddenly. You can walk around checking, 
then turn around and check again and find that most have since 
died still clinging to the tree trunks. We lost possibly between 
8,000 and 10,000 bats in those four days. By the third day, even 
experienced team members could not manage with the death 
and smell. It is very hard watching animals just die around you 
and you cannot do anything. One carer really struggled with 
these little baby bats just dying in her hands one after another. 
Even the Council and Botanical Gardens staff found this all very 
difficult. But everyone kept a watchful eye on those around them. 
Most of the bats that died were this season’s young, a whole 
generation! 

We managed to save around 300, so we now have 400 juvenile 
bats in care. Distributed over six aviaries on three properties, 

with our poor species co-ordinator 
having around 200 of those babies 
in four aviaries. Of course we did 
not have enough cages, aviaries, 
anything for so many! We used 
Fauna Rescue headquarters to 
house these poor bats until we had 
aviaries up and ready to go. We 
had fabulous people going in twice 
a day to clean and feed them all. 
Each bat will eat around 400 gm of 
Fruit and 10 gm of high protein 
supplement each day; it doesn’t 
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sound much, but that is 160 kg of fruit a day and about 4 kg of 
supplement.. We have lovely volunteers cutting up the fruit daily 
for us, many thanks go to them. 

Of course, these bats must be released when the time comes. As 
they need a soft release aviary we are now working on a viable 
solution. 

Such heat stress events have occurred all along the east coast; 
we are watching a struggling species, a very important species. 
They ensure the diversity of forest. No flying-foxes .. no forest .. 
no Australia as we know it. 

Thank you 

Ella Kuhnert  

 

The Importance of the Grey-headed Flying-fox 
The Grey-
headed Flying-
fox is one of 
the largest bats 
in Australia with 
a wingspan of 
over 1 metre. It 
is mostly dark 
brown, except 
for a grey head 
and orange-red 
mantle encircling its neck. It inhabits urban areas, 
forests and woodlands, and intertidal mangroves. 

Flying-foxes are crucial to keeping native forests 
healthy. At night the Grey-headed Flying-fox 
searches for food and may travel 50 km to its feeding 
areas. It eats fruit from a range of native and 
introduced species, particularly figs, and for this 
reason it is sometimes called the 'Fruit Bat'. It also 
feeds on nectar and pollen from native trees, 
especially gum trees. Flying-foxes play an important 
role in dispersing seeds and pollinating flowering 
plants. Because they are highly mobile, seeds can be 
moved locally and over great distances. 

When seeds are able to germinate away from their 
parent plant, they can have a greater chance of 
surviving and growing into a mature plant. Seed 
dispersal also expands the gene pool within forests. 
Mature trees then share their genes with 
neighbouring trees of the same species and this 
transfer strengthens forests against environmental 
changes. 

Flying-foxes are very effective as forest pollinators. 
Pollen sticks to their furry bodies and as they crawl 
from flower to flower, and fly from tree to tree, they 
pollinate the flowers and aid in the production of 
honey. This reinforces the gene pool and health of 
native forests. 

In turn, native forests provide valuable timber, act as 
carbon sinks, and stabilise river systems and water 
catchments,  

Flying foxes, including the Grey-headed Flying-fox, 
can carry the Hendra virus and Australian bat 
lyssavirus. However, they pose little human health 
risks unless a person is bitten or scratched. It is very 
important that you never handle any bat, including 
dead or injured bats. If you are bitten or scratched by 
a flying fox, wash the site immediately with plenty of 
soap and water and seek immediate medical 
attention. If you find an injured or dead bat, please 
contact a wildlife rescue organisation, such as Fauna 
Rescue. Do not attempt to remove it yourself. 

Hendra virus outbreaks are extremely rare and there 
have been no cases in South Australia. There is no 
evidence that humans catch the virus directly from 
flying-foxes. 

Incidences of Australian bat lyssavirus are also 
extremely rare and preventable; prevalence of the 
virus in wild bats is also very low (less than one per 
cent). The virus is only transmitted by the saliva of an 
infected animal coming into contact with an open 
wound or mucus membrane such as the eyes, nose 
or mouth. Lyssavirus is not spread through bat 
droppings or urine, so people are not exposed to the 
virus if one flies overhead, feeds or roosts in their 
garden, or if they live near, or visit, a colony. 

 

 

Animal Records  
It is very important that animal records are 
completed for all animals that come into care. Please 
complete as many details as possible and include the 
outcome; this could be “in care” “died” “euthanized” 
or “released”.  

What is also not so well known is that an animal 
record should be completed when you are just 
transporting an animal. The outcome in this instance 
would be “TRANSPORT ONLY”. 

You must put in Animal Records to be able to claim 
any food reimbursements and travel 
reimbursements. Animal Records are important so 
that we have a picture of how many animals we are 
dealing with annually. They are used when Fauna 
Rescue applies for grants, or funding and by students 
for projects as well as University Research students. 
So please remember to put in your animal records. 

http://www.faunarescue.org.au/
http://www.faunarescue.org.au/
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FAUNA RESCUE’S HELPING HAND 

TO OUR REFUGEE WILDLIFE 

The terrible, 
devastating 

bushfires that hit 
in December 
2019 are 

technically over. 
In reality the 
tragedy 

continues with 
the suffering of 

both our members in the bushfire affected areas and 
the wildlife that inhabit these areas.  The land is 
seared, trees denuded.  No food to be had for any 

wildlife.  To this end Fauna Rescue is spending 
substantial time and money trying to ease their plight.  
We thought you might like to hear about how we are 

going about this. 

We have had wonderful support from the community 
of South Australia. We sincerely thank everyone who 

has donated, be it goods or money, no matter how 
large or small.  

Because of all the support 

we are able to help in a 
very practicable way by 
providing food and water 

drops where they are 
needed. 

There is obvious need for 
ongoing support for any 
wildlife that has survived 

the fires, not just for our 
members properties but for any fire affected 
properties or destroyed native habitat where ‘refugee 

wildlife’ is turning up looking for food.  

There are many wonderful heart-warming stories 
coming out of 

this tragedy; 
survival, 
determination 

to get back on 
top, joy at the 
goodness and 

generosity of 
the public as a 
whole.  While 

we grieve the 
loss of what 

could not be saved, we can take hope in the 
knowledge that without our help, and that of many 
other organisations, much more of our native wildlife 

would have perished in the aftermath of the fires. 

We will continue our financial support and food drops 
for land owners in fire affected areas, to enable them 

to feed wildlife for as long as necessary.  This will be, 
in all probability, until the winter rains when Mother 
Nature rejuvenates our scorched land. 

If you have property in fire affected areas with 
surviving ‘refugee’ wildlife and need help to 
feed them please let us know. 

 

A resident of Kangaroo Island 
One of our members, Nick Davies, reptile co-

ordinator, is a resident of Kangaroo Island. 
Unfortunately his home and property have been 

destroyed by the Kangaroo Island bushfires. 
Following is his account of the devastation and how 
he managed to save a few of his animals and bring 

them to the mainland: 

“I live at Karatta on the south-western end of 
Kangaroo Island on a property locally called "Karatta 

Lagoon”. Fires had been raging on the northern 
section of the island for two weeks fanned by a 

steady 

southerly 
wind 
system 

which, 
although 
creating 

much havoc 
and 
destruction 

to both property and the environment in this area, 
was not a threat to the southern section of the island. 

That is until Friday 3 January when strong northerly 
winds were predicted. The rest is now history! Fire 
tore through the heart of Flinders Chase National 

Park like a freight train. Then, fanned by westerlies it 
continued its destructive force through a broad 
section of the western part of the island devouring all 

in its path including my 250 acre property. My 
partner and I heeded the warnings and left early that 
morning heading to a safe place in Kingscote long 

before the 
fire front 
came 

through.  

I was 
confident, at 

that point in 
time, that 

my property 
would be spared given its location which was 
surrounded by a large buffer of grazing paddocks. It 

was not to be - I clearly underestimated the intensity 
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of the fire which was heading my way. The radiant 
heat and embers did their work and reduced both 

property and shedding to virtual dust, including all 
contents (refrigerators, freezers, washing machines 
etc.) which I had sadly left behind, naively believing I 

would be returning home the next day. 

I returned 
two days 

later to 
inspect 
the 

damage 
knowing 
that my 

property 
had been destroyed. In terms of the surrounding 

landscape it was a devastating site which confronted 
me, barely recognisable from the formerly heavily 
vegetated landscape that I had left a few days before. 

It looked more like an alien moonscape with large 
areas still smouldering in the aftermath and with an 
endless sea of black sticks poking out of the scorched 

earth beneath. I was 
confronted by dead and 
dying animals along the 

way and did what I could 
to put many out of their 
misery.  

I returned one week later 
and was heartened to see 
animal tracks around the 

area surrounding what was 
my home, including both 

wallaby and kangaroo 
tracks and, much to my surprise, saw one of my 
regular large male Rosenberg goannas sitting outside 

his burrow with a female next to him. Of even more 
surprise was the visitation of one of my escaped pet 
Rosenberg goannas arriving at my feet amongst the 

ruins of my property. I collected him and he is now in 
my care. This photo is of this fellow prior to the fire - 

I would 

sometimes 
take him out 
of his 

enclosure to 
have a bit of 
a walkabout.  

I know that many of the images I have been 
confronted with will haunt me over the coming 
months, both for my material losses, but also for the 

larger more profound loss of the once almost pristine 
habitat of this unique island.  

I am confident the vegetation will regenerate over 
time but it worries me how the wildlife will recover 

given the huge extent of environmental damage with 
little evidence of unburnt pockets to enable wildlife to 

survive in this almost apocalyptic fire event.” 

Nick Davies 

 
 

Hints and Tips 
 To save time making up Lorikeet wet mix every day, you can 

make up a week’s worth and freeze it. Large ice cube 
containers are ideal. You can defrost as required or, in the hot 
weather, the Lorikeets love to eat the melting frozen cubes, 
which also stay fresher as they gradually defrost. It is also 
advisable to put a bowl of dry mix (Complete Lorikeet) next to a 
bowl of water so they can mix their own (which they do), as the 
wet mix can go sour in the heat. 

 Nectar eating birds feed up in the trees. You should therefore 
not feed on the ground, nor put chopped fruit in a bowl on the 
ground. Hang fruit from branches or cage wire. Also you can 
put lorikeet mix in a bowl in a hanging basket saucer. This will 
help deter ants although nothing will stop them. 

 Don’t feed birds or possums vegetables from the cabbage 
family (Brussel sprouts). These vegetables contain an acid that 
can kill birds. 

 Don’t feed avocado to birds, or Iceberg lettuce to anything.  

 Kill meal worms before feeding to baby birds. Mum bird would 
do this for them in the wild. A live meal worm can bite and 
burrow into the throat of a baby bird. 

 Remove large, sharp bits of bone from minced chicken carcass 
(pet mince) before feeding to magpies or other insectivores as 
it can cut their throat. 

 Baby ducks are not waterproof when they first hatch. They get 
their waterproofing from hiding under mum duck and her oil 
rubs into their down. So orphaned ducklings should not be put 
in water to swim, only given a shallow bowl for drinking. Once 
they start preening themselves their oil glands will be activated. 

 Dandelion plants (the weed) are an excellent natural tonic for 
birds, providing they are pesticide and cat and dog urine free. 
The whole plant can be used; flower, root and all (washed). 

 With all the heat of summer yet to come, you will find your 
aviaries will stay a lot cooler by painting the roof and sides 
white to reflect the heat. You can also use shadecloth or 
similar material to prevent the sun from beating directly onto 
the metal making it red hot and turning the inside into an oven. 
You can also install misters, with timers, which spray into your 
aviaries. Birds in particular love to sit under the mist as well as 
this cooling the whole inside of your aviaries. 

 When installing aviaries always position them where there is 
the most shade, under a tree is ideal. 
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Possums 2019 
During the spring of 2019, Fauna Rescue had an 
influx of baby ringtail possums on a grand scale. 
Many we had success in reuniting with mum. The 
remainder we have had in care and creched to be 
released in 2020. 

Over the hotter months of 2019, which came early, 
we have already had heat stress events when many 
possums came into care for rehydration. These were 
mainly ringtail possums, but brushtail possums also 
came into care. 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by Dina de Ruyter.

 

During the current bushfire events many possums 
did not survive and, to our knowledge, only a few 
came into care for treatment and rehabilitation.  

It is sad that we have lost many of our possums and 
other wildlife. We need to care for our wildlife as 
they are an important part of our Australian 
ecosystem. 

 
 

 
 

To help wildlife, you can leave water out in 

shallow containers (eg. cut down ice cream 

containers or plant-pot saucers) as buckets are 

too deep for native wildlife to reach.  Also put a 

stone and crossed sticks in the container so that 

it does not flip over and also so that any small 

animal or insect can climb out if they fall in.  

We all hope things will improve during 2020. 

Ringtail Possum 

Brushtail Possum 

Echidna 

Ringtail Possum (baby) 
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The following update on the bushfire crisis facing 
Australia has been distributed by Animals Australia. 
Animals Australia is assisting organizations involved in 
the rescue and care of wildlife injured in the recent 
and ongoing bushfires and has made a substantial 
donation to Fauna Rescue to assist with the care and 
feeding of the hundeds of Grey-headed Flying-foxes 
we have in care from the terrible heat events. If you 
would like to find out more about Animals Australia, 
please go to https://www.animalsaustralia.org/ 

Our Urgent Plan 
for Animals 
We've greeted the new year 
with aching hearts as we 
watch our beautiful country 
burn. 

Like so many, I'm reminded of the continuing crisis by 
the smell of smoke and the haze that hangs in the air. 
I know many of you, our closest supporters, live in 
the areas impacted by these devastating fires. And I 
know that some of you will have lost all that is dear in 
recent days and weeks. My thoughts and prayers 
have constantly been with you and, of course, with 
the animals who have suffered and perished on an 
incomprehensible scale. 

I'm writing with a critical update, and to let you 
know that our action plan has been enacted. Our 
team has been working to ensure that animals 
receive the help they need, and that the courageous 
individuals assisting them on the frontline are also 
provided with relief. 

Getting vets to the fire grounds 

The most critical need at present is getting qualified 
disaster-response vets on the ground to assist the 
animal survivors. The best way we can currently 
support animals is to help make this happen, as soon 
as possible. 

We have been liaising with key organisations who 
can deploy teams to fire grounds where animals 
need them. Access is very difficult in most areas, and 
some continue to be impacted by fires that aren't yet 
under control. 

On 5 January, we flew specialist wildlife vets 
from Vets for Compassion to Mallacoota to assist 
animals and wildlife carers in the region. We are also 
providing financial support to two other veterinary 
emergency response teams. The South Australian 
Veterinary Emergency Management (SAVEM), who 

have been deployed to Kangaroo Island, where 
catastrophic fires have had a devastating impact. And, 
in NSW, to Vets Beyond Borders, who are mobilising 
vets to fire grounds throughout the state. 

We are hoping to also provide these organisations 
with two off-road vehicles that they will need to 
access fire grounds as part of their search-and-rescue 
operation, which will be ongoing for weeks, if not 
months. 

We are doing everything possible to ensure 
all animals receive the help they need as soon as 
possible — whether they are 'farmed', wildlife or 
domestic pets. 

Getting help to wildlife carers 

We want to support the many selfless individuals 
who have dedicated their lives to caring for our 
native wildlife. Many of them have either been 
directly impacted by the fires, or are preparing to be 
inundated in the coming weeks as survivors are 
found. There will be a long-term need to support 
wildlife as their habitat ranges and food sources 
have been destroyed. Much of this work will be 
carried out by volunteer carers, and we won't forget 
them. 

Animals Australia will provide significant funding to 
the Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife, to 
boost their grant program for wildlife groups across 
the country. This organisation will provide equitable 
grants to wildlife carers who are affected by the fires 

and need assistance. 

 

Working with Authorities to 

ensure action for animals 

Our CEO, Glenys Oogjes, and I will remain in touch 

with both state and federal government agencies to 

ensure that emergency plans are enacted, and that 

animals are made a priority. We will also work closely 

https://www.animalsaustralia.org/
https://secure.animalsaustralia.org/api/email/r.php?p=10687&bid=2966&k=d97729b909&s=linkw2id&u=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.animalsaustralia.org%2Fdonate%2Fbushfire.php%3Fp%3D10687.fF7PiFf4Fe%26ua_s%3De-mail
https://secure.animalsaustralia.org/api/email/r.php?p=10687&bid=2966&k=73a7e0550e&s=linkw4id&u=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.animalsaustralia.org%2Fdonate%2Fbushfire.php%3Fp%3D10687.fF7PiFf4Fe%26ua_s%3De-mail
https://secure.animalsaustralia.org/api/email/r.php?p=10687&bid=2966&k=200e566673&s=linkw6id&u=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.animalsaustralia.org%2Fdonate%2Fbushfire.php%3Fp%3D10687.fF7PiFf4Fe%26ua_s%3De-mail
https://secure.animalsaustralia.org/api/email/r.php?p=10687&bid=2966&k=200e566673&s=linkw6id&u=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.animalsaustralia.org%2Fdonate%2Fbushfire.php%3Fp%3D10687.fF7PiFf4Fe%26ua_s%3De-mail
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with, and financially support, the Australian 

Veterinary Association as needed — to enable vets 

and supplies to rapidly reach the fire grounds. 

While this is such a distressing time, everywhere we 

look we are seeing the very best of humanity — 

communities supporting each other, opening up their 

homes and properties, offering anything and 

everything they have to help others. 

And, as thousands have been forced to flee for their 

lives, we see firefighters running toward the danger 

— literally into deadly fires. Tragically, some will 

never return. The bravery, compassion and sacrifice 

of emergency services workers is unmatched, and 

we stand with the rest of Australia in extending our 

deepest gratitude to them. 

My team and I have been overwhelmed by your 

generosity and support — your emails, phone calls 

and messages — not just within Australia, but from all 

around the world. Please know that there are so 

many others like you who care deeply for the 

beautiful animals we share this planet with, and 

that united, as a compassionate collective, we are 

giving them the very best chance.  

For the animals, 

  

 

Lyn White AM 

Animals Australia 

 

An excerpt from SAVEM’s website follows 
https://www.savem.org.au/latest-news/fire-updates/ 

 
South Australian Veterinary Emergency Management 
(SAVEM) Inc is a Tier 2 Response and Recovery 
agency with a formal role in the State Emergency 
Management Plan (SEMP). SAVEM is a Participating 
Agency under Primary Industries and Regions SA 
(PIRSA), as are groups such as the RSPCA, the AWL 
and DEW. 

SAVEM’s 100% volunteer vets, nurses and others 
have been on the fireground at the Cudlee Creek fire 
since Saturday 21 December. We are based at 
Gumeracha Staging area on the northern border of 
the fireground. Early in the response we assessed 
horses, sheep, cattle, goats and alpacas – smaller 
numbers of “pet” livestock while PIRSA attended to 
the large commercial herds and flocks. But as of 
Christmas Day, we have seen increasing numbers of 
wildlife, coming out of hiding seeking food and water. 
Many of these animals have severe burns. 

Wildlife triage falls into three categories: (1) those 
that appear well and can be monitored (2) those that 
require veterinary treatment, or who may do well in 
the hands of a competent carer, and (3) those that 
need to be euthanized for animal welfare reasons. 

SAVEM’s response will continue for as long as we are 
required. The Cudlee Creek fireground is huge – 
nearly 25,000 hectares – and we are being tasked to 
every part of it. As the Recovery phase builds, SAVEM 
will attend the Local Recovery Committee community 
meetings and, like the Sampson Flat fire, will be a 
reassuring presence when many other agencies are 
no longer visible. 

Veterinarians and nurses wishing to join a SAVEM 
Activation must first complete mandatory training 
which is explained and outlined on the SAVEM 
website. Only trained volunteers are deployed to an 
incident. 

 

 
The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Fauna Rescue of SA Inc. No 
responsibility is taken for any actions or outcome from information within this publication.
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Thank you with all our heart 
The recent bushfires and heat events decimating our native wildlife is unprecedented in our experience and the 

kindness and generosity of the Australian public, organizations and the World during this time has humbled us.  

As well as our countrymen/women, we have received donations from around the World, including USA, Hawaii, 

Canada, England, New Zealand, Czech Republic, Sweden, France and Singapore. 

How can we say Thank You to so many for so much? 

  

And we will never forget - Thank you to all our members who have been at the coal face rescuing and caring for 

injured and orphaned animals. 

Thank you to all the other wildlife organizations who have all banded 

together to salvage what we thought was lost – there are survivors!

So much has been received from so many that it is impossible to list 

everyone and everything here.  

But here is a little something to warm the heart – Little 6 year old 

Samantha has drawn a picture and sent her pocket money stuck on the 

picture as a flower, - for the animals -
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Hope for the future. 
Our wildlife has been decimated, but we must have hope for the future. Survivors are still coming out of 
the ashes and it is our job now to ensure that they keep surviving by providing care and sustenance until 
our land recovers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Baby koala, 

Adelaide Hills 

survivor 

Adelaide Hills survivor, 

enjoying a carrot at one of 

our food drops 

Ringtail possum 

Baby Brushtail 

Possum, 

Kangaroo 

Island Survivor 

Koala having burnt paws treated. 
Adelaide Hills survivor 

Enchilada the Echidna, Kangaroo 

Island Survivor 

ABC News 

RSPCA 

RSPCA rescue, Kangaroo Island 
survivor 

Bearded Dragon, 

Kangaroo Island 

survivor 

Humane Society 

Brushtail possum, 
Kangaroo Island survivor 

Grey headed Flying-fox 
survivors from Botanic Park 
heat events  

This Ringtail Possum took 
refuge in a vacant house 
(pantry). Lobethal survivor 
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Hope among the Ashes  
- Birds in the Bush 

Photos shared by the ”Visit NSW State Forests” 

Facebook page 

Stunning photos show native birds returning to bushfire-
affected areas on the NSW mid north coast. 

The photos, captured by “critter cams”, show native birds 
and reptiles gathering to share a drink at large water tubs 
placed throughout NSW state forests.  Photos were also 
shared of healthy koalas found in the eucalypt canopy by 
a koala-detecting dog. 

Forestry staff have been installing water stations to assist 
native animals following weeks of devastating bushfires. 

The beautiful birds in the photos include the superb fairy-
wren, kookaburras, native doves and different types of 
kingfishers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Solitary’ lyrebirds band together in ‘incredible’ show of 
unity under bushfire threat 

Lyrebirds have their own territories and seldom if ever 
socialise.  Scientists said the bird's behaviour after the fire 
had never been documented before  

The dam was like a safe haven, so when the fire came 
through with the heat and the smoke, it actually never 
climbed the lip of the dam. 

Incredible survival skills 
Lyrebirds have been known to hide in gullies and wombat 
holes during fires and have even muscled their way under 
wet blankets and hidden with people sheltering from fire. 

Kookaburras enjoying a drink 

A Fairy Wren 

Forest and Sacred Kingfishers 

Scarlet, White-naped and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters 
with Grey Shrike-thrush 

Olive-backed orioles 

 

Photo: ABC/PJ Wallis 
ABC News 
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Animals Saving Animals 
Wombats – Accidental Heroes 

 
 

Wombats can emerge as 
accidental heroes during a bushfire, by providing a safe 
refuge underground for other wildlife. 

Wombat warrens, networks of interconnecting burrows, 
are large and complex, and considerably shielded from 
the above-ground environment. Small mammals are 
known to use wombat burrows to survive an inferno. 
One study of the Southern Hairy-nosed Wombat found 
warrens with 28 entrances and nearly 90 metres of 
tunnels. 
Temperatures deep within burrows are very stable 
compared to surface temperatures, with daily 
temperature fluctuations of less than 1oC, compared to 
24

o
 on the surface. 

This thermal buffering would help a great deal during 
intense fires, making it a safe haven for other species. 

The wombat share house 

In 2015 a study was undertaken by the CSIRO. Cameras 
placed outside 34 wombat burrows showed ten other 
species using the burrows, six of which used them on 
multiple occasions..  
The intruders ranged from rock wallabies and bettongs to 
skinks and birds. Little penguins were recorded using 
burrows 27 times, while the black-footed rock wallaby 
was observed using wombat burrows more often than 
wombats, visiting nearly 2,000 times in eight weeks.  
They were even observed using the burrows to specifically 
avoid birds of prey. Even Butterflies have been observed 
sheltering in wombat burrows during bushfires. 
But wombats aren't alone in providing real estate for 
other species.  
Hopping mice, echidnas, sand swimming skinks, barking 
geckoes and numerous invertebrates were found using 
the warrens of bettongs and bilbies in arid Australia. 

 

Bear, the unexpected saviour 
 

Bear is part of a team of five dogs with the International 

Fund for Animal Welfare. Bear is the only one of his kind 
trained to track live koalas by the smell of their fur rather 

than their 
droppings. 
Bear’s team 
members 
are Maya, 
Baxter, Billie 
Jean and 
Charlie, who  
have been 
trained to 
sniff out 
koala scat 
and other 
species. 
When it 
comes to 
saving 
Australia’s 
native 

marsupials, detection dog Bear knows the hard work it 
takes to locate and protect endangered species. Decked 
out in special boots to protect his feet from the scorched 
ground, Bear has been searching for koala victims of the 
bushfires that have been devastating Australia's east 
coast  
Bear was rescued at a young age after being given up by 
his owners when he was diagnosed with obsessive-
compulsive disorder. Bear possessed the high energy and 
drive that made him a great candidate for the detection 
dog initiative. After going through training at the University 
of the Sunshine Coast’s Detection Dog Unit, Bear was ready 
to begin his career. He typically spends his day detecting 
koalas, but recently, his mornings have been spent also 
searching for one of Australia’s most endangered 
marsupials: the Northern quoll. 
When not searching bushfire areas, wildlife detection dogs 
are specifically trained to perform wildlife surveys, i.e. 
locating live wildlife, which can provide evidence of a 
species presence and population distribution. Biological 
samples can be analysed to provide information about an 
individual’s diet, health and reproductive status, thus 
determining the health of an entire population. This 
information is highly valuable especially for endangered 
species.  
In Australia, wildlife detection dogs have been used to 
detect koalas, Spotted-tailed and Northern quolls and 
emus. Detection dog surveys generally have higher 
detection rates and are able to non-invasively survey 
more area, in less time, than alternative methods. 

Credit: International Fund for 

Animal Welfare (IFAW) 

https://media.australianmuseum.net.au/media/dd/Uploads/Documents/38347/ams370_vXVIII_05_LowRes.ffb19ac.pdf
https://zslpublications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1017/S0952836902001620
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_hairy-nosed_wombat
https://zslpublications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1017/S0952836902001620
https://zslpublications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1017/S0952836902001620
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/2784/21961179
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_penguin
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/16751/21955343
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinifex_hopping_mouse
https://bie.ala.org.au/species/urn:lsid:biodiversity.org.au:afd.taxon:0d4c9c0c-51d3-44e0-a365-fe0f8b791c66
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eremiascincus
https://www.ridgeandvalleyreptiles.com/nephrurus-milli.html
https://www.ridgeandvalleyreptiles.com/nephrurus-milli.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140196308001821
https://www.9news.com.au/national/nsw-fires-qld-emergency-warnings-updates-bushfire-map-alerts/27c02046-4425-4e4e-8307-6d8c6c69781e
https://www.9news.com.au/national/nsw-fires-qld-emergency-warnings-updates-bushfire-map-alerts/27c02046-4425-4e4e-8307-6d8c6c69781e
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And thank you for 

Responding to the 

Current emergency 
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SOUTHERN ANIMAL GROUP 
MORPHETT VALE | MARION | SEAFORD | PLYMPTON 

 


