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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
 
 

Fauna Rescue has had another busy year and I would like to thank all members for their support. 

Without each and every one of you we could not operate. I would like to make a special mention 

to our phone operators who are the front line of our organisation. They face many difficult calls 

and perform exceptionally under difficult circumstances. 

This has been a tumultuous year for the committee. I thank each of the committee for your 

unwavering stamina and support and keeping the organisation running under very trying 

circumstances. We have had a few nasty issues to deal with which has taken us away from our 

main cause of being here for our wildlife. 

One of the things we have been working on and hope to implement very soon is a new structure 

to our training which will give us a higher retention rate of carers. 

Progress on the building programme for the Headquarters has been stalled due to being caught 

up with many other issues. However quotes are now coming in for the upgrades. 

We were fortunate enough to receive a large donation last year which was divided up between 

all species. So far the koala team have had a gunyah built, water troughs installed at Waite 

Institute and other assorted items to help them care for koalas including 100% reimbursement of 

the special disinfectant they must use. The bird team are looking at incubators and flight aviaries 

with their funding. Our wombat carers have had night cameras installed in their wombat 

enclosures to observe them at night when they are active. If you are a carer and there is some 

equipment you feel could help your area please let the committee know as all the species still 

have funding available to them. 

Thank you to all the members that have supported me in my role as Chairperson this year. 

I really appreciate what an awesome group of people you are. I feel I have failed in some areas 

through no fault of my own. False accusations were raised against me. I have been cleared of 

allegations but my reputation has been damaged. I wish the new committee the best. 

Regards Sue Westover (Chairperson) 
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ACTING SECRETARY’S REPORT 

I was excited and honoured to be asked to join the Committee in March this year. It has been a 

very busy but rewarding time learning about Fauna Rescue and getting to know my fellow 

Committee members. They certainly are a dedicated and passionate team. 

As a volunteer organisation that receives no Government funding, fundraising is crucial to keep 

the organisation running. Fundraising events such as movie evenings, greeting cards and 

barbecues provide some necessary funds to keep the organisation moving. 

Our new website was launched in June, providing our members with much improved access to 

information and records and the general public who wish to learn more about what we do. 

But it is the response and support we have from people all over the state that I have found 

astounding, from our regular supporters and individuals responding at times of crisis such as the 

heat stress event and bushfire recovery, to invaluable support from businesses both big and 

small with generous funding assistance and awareness raising events. 

We have been lucky to receive a generous bequest from The Late Mr Conway J Jones, which, 

when finalised, will contribute greatly to our efforts to support wildlife and the rescuers and 

carers involved in their welfare. Our sympathy and heartfelt thanks goes to his family. 

I would also like to acknowledge the invaluable assistance and dedication of our Vets around 

Adelaide who give their time, care and expertise for the love of our wonderful wildlife. 

However, there is still a lot of work to do. As the organisation grows, we are evolving to respond 

to more requests for assistance. Technology can provide more opportunities to grow our 

footprint across the state through guided virtual assistance to online training opportunities for 

remote and regional rescuers and carers. And as the organisation grows, more opportunities for 

members to become involved open up. We encourage anyone who would like to assist to let us 

know. Fauna Rescue needs not only rescuers and carers, but also admin volunteers, fund raising 

experts and grants specialists, IT specialists, graphic designers, handy people to build possum 

boxes and of course, the headquarters renovation is soon to commence. 

I look forward to the coming year and the opportunities to bring about a stronger and more 

united approach to rescuing and rehabilitating our wonderful wildlife. 

Regards, Linda 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Not exactly smooth sailing … 

The 2018/19 year was virtually complete by the time I joined the Committee as Treasurer. 

Although not directly involved with each financial transaction for the period, there was a need to 

review and edit many transactions before information could be forwarded to the Auditor for 

their annual review and report, so I had the opportunity to become familiar with much that 

occurred during the year. 

It has been recently determined that, firstly, an annual report to a Government Body was not 

lodged as required late last year relating to the year ended 31 March 2018. Information is being 

compiled to lodge this outstanding report, and the report for the year ended 31 March 2019 will 

be lodged on time. Secondly, a different annual report to another Government Body has been 

found to have not contained accurate information, and this is likely to have occurred over many 

years. A “voluntary disclosure” has been made to that Government Body and we are awaiting 

response / will comply with required action to correct the outcome as they may specify. 

Fauna Rescue’s bank accounts will require urgent restructure to comply with “Gift Fund” 
requirements which has not previously occurred (this relates to what type of transaction may or 

must be undertaken via a “Gift Fund” account). This means that separate bank accounts must be 

used for specific transactions, depending on the nature of that income or expenditure. 

Members of Fauna Rescue will be advised of these changes when the restructure is complete. 

There has been no fraud or misuse – the issue relates to the fact that donations need to be 

deposited direct to the account instead of transferred to the account from a different account, 

and nominated expenses must also be paid direct from the specific account. 

We have all had our privacy breached and read the slanderous remarks via emails from the 

“Truth Teller” asserting financial impropriety, with particular reference to transactions via the 

Debit Card account and use of that card by the Chairperson, Sue Westover. Although I was not 

involved during the period concerned, I personally undertook a review of every transaction 

against this account for the period, and the Auditor was requested specifically to undertake a full 

audit of this account. There were nine (9) transactions identified for the year which did not have 

supporting documentation (invoices / receipts) and they were: 
 

21/08/18 Big W – Ink for Membership & Treasury $ 58.00 

19/09/18 News Limited – AGM Announcement $ 73.00 

06/12/18 Woolworths – No Description $ 3.00 

15/01/19 *Orientation Commun – No Description $250.00 

28/01/19 Golden Grove Newsagency – Stamps $ 10.00 

23/02/19 Pat Crute Pty Ltd – FF Trip $ 10.90 

26/02/19 Caltex Nhill – No Description $ 46.36 

27/02/19 Coolabah Tree Café – FF Trip $ 11.90 

01/03/19 City of Adelaide – Bat Meeting Parking $ 12.60 

None of the above transactions are “material” or of concern. Unfortunately the transaction on 

15/01/19 for $250 – being the highest value – could not be readily identified and, despite a 

request to the bank to trace details of the transaction, that trace request was unsuccessful. 
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However, we did identify that the transaction was not via Sue Westover’s card number (three 

cards had been issued against the account for three different users). Enquiry was made of the 

cardholder concerned but they unfortunately have no recollection and could locate no 

supporting information. It is unfortunate the Treasurer at the time did not follow up on a more 

timely basis in an endeavour to recover missing receipts for these transactions. 

It is a common occurrence for small dockets / receipts to be lost or misplaced, despite best 

efforts by the most efficient organisations I have ever known, so for a volunteer organisation to 

be lacking by 9 dockets over a whole year, for transactions each of minor value, is a great effort. 

The Gift Fund bank account had not been reconciled at all during the year, and it was identified 

there was an imbalance which the former Treasurer appeared to have identified but not 

investigated / remedied. This required lengthy investigation to locate the incorrect entries 

involved and balance the account before the books could be audited. 

Information relating to the above issues is supplied with a view to providing greater 

transparency to the membership as a whole, and to explain the delay in proceeding with the 

AGM. Issues have been detected, but those issues have been addressed and are in the process 

of being rectified. Going forward, processes will be documented to assist others coming into 

various roles to ensure these required measures are followed, and followed correctly. 

But there is much to look forward to … 

The income received from donations during the 2018/19 year was humbling, to say the least. 

Continued fundraising efforts have been a very positive contribution, and the donations during 

the year by The Late Conway J Jones has allowed us to continue to meet all required expenses 

including the subsidy for feed and full reimbursement of other expenses. 

We are truly honoured to be one of five recipients of a bequest from the estate of The Late 

Conway J Jones which will provide funds annually commencing in the 2019/20 year to be used 

specifically for direct animal expenses. This bequest has resulted in a review of the subsidy 

provided for animal nutrition, particularly, which will increase from 1 September 2019 and has 

been amended to cover a wider range of “essential nutrients” which were not previously 

covered in the subsidy. Details of changed benefits will be posted on the website. 

Each species has its own “fund” comprising a portion of funds received by way of one particular 

donation and any other species-specific donations received. The accounting data file has now 

been set up to reflect income and expenditure specifically against each species’ fund. 

In the hope we may now achieve some calm and regain our focus on the welfare of our native 

animals, it is important to establish and document processes and policies which will complement 

those efforts by our phone operators, rescuers, transporters, carers, trainers and fundraisers 

while also ensuring efficiency and cost effectiveness in administering all activities within Fauna 

Rescue. There will be a focus on equitable outcomes for all people and species while also 

identifying / recognising nuances or unique needs as they may arise and determining best 

outcomes in those circumstances. 

We have a lot of hard work ahead of us, and it will take time, but the outlook is very positive for 

both the wildlife needing our support and the people providing that support. 

Leonie Weaver, Treasurer 
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RESCUE REPORT 

From April 2018 to March 2019, Fauna Rescue operators recorded 14,229 requests for rescue 

advice and assistance. There were also an additional 1,117 contacts through the RSPCA, email 

and FaceBook. 

The Fauna Rescue phone operator team consists of 18 - 20 members and we are always looking 

for more operators. 

We have 4 direct lines: 

 Wildlife Rescue: (08) 8289 0896 

 Koala Rescue: 1300 KOALAS 

 Bat Rescue: 0475 132 093 

 Duckling Hotline: 0412 810 345 

We aim to have the lines covered 24 hours a day, and our rescuers are on call to respond at all 

hours of the day. 
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We enjoy a close working relationship with the RSPCA and would like to thank Paul Stevenson 

CEO, for allowing Fauna Rescue the free use of their facilities and the help given by the RSPCA 

Call Centre when our own phone operators are unavailable. 

 
 

 

Our busy times 
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ANIMAL RECORDS APRIL 1 2018 – MARCH 31 2019 
 
 

Record of animals in care or rescued 
 

Adelaide Rosella 33 Lorikeet - Rainbow 153 

Barbary Dove 2 Magpie - Australian 145 

Bat – Chocolate Wattled 3 Magpie - Murray 48 

Bat - Freetail 3 Masked Lapwing 4 

Bat - Goulds Wattled 7 Masked Owl 1 

Bat - Lesser Longeared 2 Mouse 1 

Birds - Other 55 Nankeen Kestrel 1 

Blackbird 4 New Holland Honeyeater 14 

Blackfaced Cuckoo Shrike 1 Noisy Minor 7 

Boo Book Owl 2 Owl - Barn 7 

Budgerigar 4 Owl - Boobook 3 

Cockatiel 1 Pheasant 2 

Corella 12 Plumed Honeyeater 1 

Crested Pigeon 32 Possum - Brushtail 328 

Duck - Other 21 Possum - Pygmy 4 

Duck - Pacific Black 546 Possum - Ringtail 369 

Duck - Wood 171 Raven 8 

Duck -Teal 5 Red Rump Parrot 4 

Eastern Rosella 3 Rosella 26 

Echidna 3 Seagull 1 

Fan Tailed Cuckoo 2 Silvereye 2 

Feral Pigeon 4 Sparrow 4 

Flying Fox - Grey Headed 1222 Spotted Pardalote 1 

Fox 1 Spotted Turtle Dove 4 

Galah 37 Starling 1 

Japanese Quail 1 Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 8 

Kangaroo - Eastern Grey 6 Swallow 3 

Kangaroo - Euro 4 Tawny Frogmouth 9 

Kangaroo - Red 19 Turtle - Eastern long neck 3 

Kangaroo - Western Grey 63 Turtle- Short neck 2 

Kingfisher 6 Wallaby - Swamp 1 

Koalas (full rescue data not provided) 63 Wattlebird 5 

Kookaburra 10 White winged Triller 1 

Little Button Quail 1 Willy wagtail 1 

Lizard - Bearded Dragon 2 Wombat - Common 1 

Lizard - Blue Tongue 2 Wombat - Bare nosed 5 

Lizards 8 Wombat - Southern Hairy Nosed 3 

Lorikeet - Musk 37 Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoo 2 

Lorikeet - Purple Crown 2 TOTAL 3583 
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CARERS’ REPORTS 

Wombats 

Our new member Courtney D’Crus introduced us to 2 rescues in an article in the May newsletter, 

Spud and Tiddly Winks. Jane our Wombat Coordinator gives us an update on their progress: 

The update on them is very positive. Spud the 3 year old male, being very ungrateful, released 

himself into a burrow not far from my house, but has decided that he still likes to be pampered 

so comes back into his pen every night for tea! I know where he is through the infrared cameras 

that Fauna Rescue purchased and am pleased to report he is still gaining weight. Little Tiddly 

Winks aka Snuffles, has been seconded to Animals Anonymous and is teaching the public about 

Wombats and the environment and becoming quite the star attraction. She will come back into 

my care eventually. 

The most unusual rescue call for wombats I’ve had was in the Nullarbor, however, I could only 

give guidance. 
 
 

Regards Jane Budich  
Reptiles on KI 

 

Nick is our rescuer on Kangaroo Island, specialising in reptiles but happy to assist with any animal 

that is in need of care. Nick has given us an outline of his duties as reptile coordinator for Fauna 

Rescue: 

 
Since my relocation 3 years ago to a regional area, namely Kangaroo 

Island, my duties have been restricted to consultations and general 

telephone advice to both staff and the public. Most frequent calls 

involve dog attacks to blue tongue skinks which are common in the 

urban environments. 

 
My advice depending on the nature of the injury is referral to a vet for antibiotic coverage 
and/or various husbandry issues like dietary heating requirements etc. Other calls involve 

identification of various kinds of lizards, snakes and tortoises that have been either observed or 
captured/ rescued. 

 
Since being on KI I have witnessed many injured animals being hit by vehicles including the 
tammar wallaby and the western grey kangaroo, rosenberg goanna, and the echidna. 

 
Most of my involvement usually entails on the spot euthanasia and or rescuing of joeys from 
pouches and networking to various other volunteers working for the local wildlife rescue group 
here on the island. I’m aiming at returning to Adelaide as soon as I sell my property and look 
forward to resuming my hands on work both with rescue and training workshops. 

 
Kind regards Nick Davies 
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Possums 
 

 

The Possum team continues to be a very busy unit. In total they have h 

287 possums come into care in the last 12 months. 

Dina had 71 Ringtail (RT) Possums and 48 Brushtail (BT) Possums. Jill h 

RT and 42 BT, Kerrie had 39 RT and 25 BT. 
 
 
 

Men’s Shed program for building possum boxes 

Thank you Terry Hales for organising the collaboration between the City of Onkaparinga and 

Sherman who runs the Thursday Men’s Shed. The program has kindly volunteered to make 40 

Fauna Rescue possum boxes. The Men’s Shed program is jointly funded by the City of 

Onkaparinga and the Commonwealth Government at the Elizabeth House Positive Ageing 

Centre. We are greatly appreciative of Sherman, the City of Onkaparinga and Elizabeth House for 

all their support as it is a vital step towards encouraging a good relationship between possums 

and people, ensuring the survival of our native possum species. 

From Fauna Rescue and the Possums 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME AND EFFORT ONCE AGAIN in making the possum 

boxes. 
 
 

 

 
Written by Dina and Michelle De Ruyter 

Possum Boxes organised by Jill Caruso and Terry Hales 

Materials organised by Douwe De Ruyter 
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Flying Foxes 
 

The Flying Fox team had a massive season last summer, with a recorded 1,211 flying-foxes 

rescued or collected from Dec 2018 and into 2019. Most were from the Heat Stress Event day on 

24 January and baby season from October. 

Many more deceased were also collected through a coordinated effort from the Adelaide City 

Council and the Department for Environment and Water. An estimated 3,000 animals perished 

on that day alone. 

The Flying foxes taken into care through the heat stress event were released in a joint program 

with the Victorian Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning and our Victorian 

counterpart Friends of Bats & Bushcare members Meagan and Lawrence. Some 120 juveniles 

were transported to a soft release facility at the flying fox colony at Yarra Bend. We were 

pleased that all survived the translocation and have settled into that colony. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to David, Meagan and Lawrence! 
 

Flying Fox Coordinator Sue Westover with David, Meagan and Lawrence 
 

With an increase in the colony, up from 25,000 to well over 30,000 we are expecting a massive 

season this summer. The team is currently in preparation to be able to respond to any crisis, if 

you would like to assist, please let us know. Assistance can be anything from helping to set up 

the rescue station in the Botanic Gardens to spotting distressed animals. 

But please remember, if you find an injured bat, flying fox or microbat needing assistance 

anywhere in South Australia, do not attempt to handle it yourself. Please call the Bat Rescue 

Hotline on 0475 132 093 or advice. 

Sue Westover, Flying Fox Coordinator 
 

 
Koala Team 

As the Koala team is undergoing restructure a report for 2018/2019 was not received. We are 

pleased to advise that although there has been some disruption to the team we are working 

closely with a couple of long standing koala carers/rescuers to get things back on track. We 

would also like to thank Adelaide Koala Rescue for offering to assist us attending some of our 

koala rescues while new structures are put in place to ensure the best outcome for South 

Australia’s koalas. Rest assured any injured/orphaned koalas are being attended to. 
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Kangaroos 

KALVIN - the Western Grey Kangaroo 

On Saturday 16th June 2018 Max, a Port Lincoln police officer, found a little male western grey 

kangaroo pinkie after checking his dead mum's pouch on her way home from work. He was just 

467gm. Max is a friend of mine and often comes to visit me when I am in Coffin Bay and loves 

helping me feed and look after any joeys I have in care. It was very fortunate in this case that she 

had an understanding of what to do and that I had given her some basic Kangaroo supplies for 

just this sort of situation. She was in constant contact with me and did a fantastic job caring for 

him for a few days. The following Tuesday, Max drove 700km to deliver him to me in Adelaide. 

Kalvin was in great condition and was a dream to feed and look after. 
 

Kalvin when he was rescued Kalvin enjoying some sunshine 

In August I got him out to feed him and discovered that the toe on his left foot appeared to be 

dislocated. We went to the Adelaide Koala & Wildlife Hospital for some x-rays where they 

discovered that he actually had a break in his foot. He was put in a splint for 6 weeks. He was a 

very good patient and as he was still quite small it was very easy to keep him contained. When 

his splint came off there had been no improvement but the vet suggested that Kalvin be given a 

chance to see how he would cope with his inward turning toe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kalvin having his split on 

I am very pleased to say that it has not hindered him and he has learnt to run and hop with ease. 

He now lives with a mob of kangaroos with Sharon Walker at Humbug Scrub and is a very happy 

young roo. 

Sue Barendregt 
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Ducklings 

Late last season we recognised an incidence of re-nesting within about one month where we had 

attended the rescue/relocation of duck families in backyard swimming pools. The “light bulb 

moment” resulted in amending advice to callers in these circumstances and enabling them to 

deal with the duck family in the proper way. 

This change in approach resulted in less orphaned ducklings coming into care later in the season 

(rescue attempts can result in parents flying off and creating orphans). We still attend backyard 

swimming pool rescues if specific circumstances exist, but these circumstances do not exist in 

the majority of situations. 
 
 

 
 

We also had the pleasure of working with the Ngarrindjeri People at Meningie who had rescued 

and raised a lone Pacific Black duckling. To avoid imprinting, Rita recognised the need to 

investigate the way forward for this duckling and contacted Fauna Rescue. The duckling was 

transported from Meningie to Adelaide by Rita, her Mum Audrey, and her Grandmother Rita and 

taken into care / placed into a group of other ducklings so it could learn how to be a duck and 

bond with his new siblings. Although in care for longer than normal to avoid the duck hunting 

season, this little fellow “Nakari” and his adopted family were collected by Rita along with 

National Parks Rangers and transported “home”. The release involved the entire Community 

and articles may feature on the Coorong National Park Natural Resources site and in the 

Lakelander, a local newspaper. 

Leonie Weaver 
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Bird Team Report 

With the beginning of baby bird season looming it is important for our bird carers to check that 

they have not forgotten to return to “on call” status after requesting to go off call. At present 

we have only 66 on call carers for birds and there are 103 off call carers. If all these members 

who are off call could check and if they feel that they are able to come back on call – please send 

an email or notify the Membership Officer – email : memberships@faunarescue.org.au 

If you are a new member and feel that you have the experience and equipment needed to go on 

call please contact the species coordinator of the species you wish to care for to speak to them 

about going on call. The species coordinator will notify the membership officer to put you on 

call. The species contact list is available on our website. 
 

 

 
 

Just a reminder about putting in animal records and how very important it is. The animal 

records form is available online in the members section from our website at 

https://www.faunarescue.org.au/ . By putting in animal records you become eligible for 

the subsidised food costs from our Fauna Rescue stockists, this can be a huge saving 

when looking after baby birds for Fauna Rescue. Please complete an animal record for 

each animal that you have in care when they come into care. 
 

 

Marie Kozulic 

mailto:memberships@faunarescue.org.au
https://www.faunarescue.org.au/
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WITH THANKS TO OUR VALUABLE SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

AND A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR FRIENDS! 
 

            @ Tea Tree Plaza  

 
 
 

 

Gateway South 

(Darlington Upgrade Project) 
Modbury 

 
 
 

 

Thanks also to Shannon Murdey-Green Photography for taking the 

gorgeous photos featured on our greeting cards 

 

 
And the Animal Justice Party for hosting a 

Movie Night at the Goodwood Cinema with 

proceeds going to Fauna Rescue 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


