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FAREWELL TO TIM VASUDEVA 

As announced in the last newsletter, Tim Vasudeva, CEO 

RSPCASA has relocated to Melbourne to take up a new    

position with Animals Australia. 

To farewell and wish him well in his new venture, plus thank 

him for all the support he has given Fauna Rescue, Sheila 

Burbidge and Liz MacGuinness visited him at RSCPSA HQ 

and presented him with a beautiful carriage clock. 

The base of the clock has a plaque on it,  

From Fauna Rescue of SA in Thanks and Recognition 2017. 

Tim was thrilled and says it will sit on his new desk.  We took 

a photo in which Tim insisted on holding his Certificate of 

Honorary Membership of Fauna Rescue of SA along with his 

clock. 

Goodbye and good luck Tim.  

WHAT’S HAPPENING?      We need to hear what you have been doing. Some special moments,       

something you learned recently, an interesting rescue, any recovered fauna now ready for release. Share them in 
our Newsletter. Send your anecdotes to Helen at fauna_rescue_newsletter@aapt.net.au.                                

Come on! We want to hear what's been happening in your bit of Fauna Rescue 
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Mish (nee Robinson) and Wade Simpson Wildlife Wedding.  
 
In September my fiancé Wade and I snuck away to Thailand with Wade’s best friend and 
wife (Luke and Tab).  We told our family and friends we were going to Melbourne to catch 
up with Luke and Tab (that’s where they live so it wasn’t a lie) but we didn’t tell our loved 
ones we were then all flying to Thailand.  We flew into Bangkok (after a random stopover 
in Brunei) and then after 1 night in Bangkok we travelled 3.5 hours in a taxi to a lovely 
beachside town call Hua Hin.  A few days later we then went to the Wildlife Friends  
Foundation Thailand sanctuary (in the Petchburi province, another hour away) where we 
stayed for a couple of nights in some guest rooms overlooking the elephants.  The   
sanctuary arranged a traditional Thai wedding where we were blessed by 8 local       
Buddhist Monks and then partook in other traditional Thai wedding rituals.  All this while 
being surrounded by elephants that had been rescued from the cruel tourist and logging 
trades.  It was a dream come true for us crazy animal people.  We then kept our adven-
ture secret for 6 weeks until our “engagement” party where we broke the news to all our 
friends and shared videos and photos of our wedding day.  The highlight of our party, 
aside from seeing everyone’s faces when the surprise was revealed, was the beautiful 
cake that represented our passion for Muay Thai (Kickboxing), which is how we met, as 
well as our beloved furkids, there just wasn’t enough room on the cake to include all the 
wildlife we rescue as well. 
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Duckling Update 

Here it is, almost the end of February 2017 already, but ducklings are still out there.  

Sorry, but please don’t hang up your rescue and care equipment just yet …. 

We are still receiving calls about Mother Duck and her trail of newly hatched ducklings 

walking the suburban streets.  No doubt Mother Duck is “on a mission” to get her babes 
to water.  If you receive a rescue call for a duck family seen walking a back street 

somewhere, please guide the caller just to let them be and allow them to proceed to 

their destination.  Mum has reconnoitred the area many times as she can fly and knows 

where she is leading her clutch, but it is a longer and slower process on foot.  It is a   

difficult task to attempt to catch a mother duck and all her ducklings in a street setting 

as there is too much open space for her to fly off and observe from a distance.  If you 

are ever unsure of how to deal with the situation, I am only a phone call away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As mentioned in the last Newsletter, we experimented with the rescue and relocation of 

a Wood Duck family where both parents were present by catching Dad first.  This ex-

periment was successful, but there has been no further opportunity to test the process 

since (to my knowledge).  I ask anyone called out to a Wood Duck family rescue and 

relocation with both parents present to please continue with this new structure of catch-

ing Dad first, and also to please provide me with feedback on whether the attempt was 

successful or otherwise so we can ultimately gauge whether this process is one to be 

permanently adopted or not – thank you. 

Once in a while, we find one duckling in a group – all from the same family – which 

does not show signs of growth / seems stunted compared to the other ducklings.  There 

are only several of these during the season and, ultimately, they may not survive.      

Observation may find they are being bullied by the slightly bigger ducklings and not 

gaining equal access to feed and water, or as an individual they simply feel intimidated 

and resist joining the feed group of larger ducklings.   Weighing ducklings during their 

first three weeks in care helps tremendously in detecting a problem early.  Once the  

difference in growth is noticed by the naked eye, as such, it may be too late to           

effectively help the smaller duckling.   

(continued page 8) 
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Notice Board 

Feeding Formulas and Supplies  
 

Fauna Rescue has a supply of feeding formulas, heat pads, feeding syringes, etc available for sale 
to our members.  We order from a wholesaler and pass them on to you with a 40% discount.   To 
receive the discount you must send in your records to the Animal Records Officer for each of your 
animals as you receive them.  Our stockists are in these areas:  

 

 

Fauna Rescue Clothing (Members only) 

Polos, tee shirts, windcheaters, zipped jackets & hoodies are available, they have the logo on the 
front and Fauna Rescue in text printed across the back.  Yellow safety vests are also available with 
Fauna Rescue in text on the back with a silhouette of a kangaroo.  

Aussie Pacific Polo shirts - short sleeve, close fitting - $35   

Sizes     8-10,    12-14,    16-18,    20-22,    24-26 

JBs Ladies Polo – short sleeve, looser fit - $35 

Sizes     8,   10,    12,  14,   16,   18,   20,   22,   24 

JBs Mens Polo – short sleeve, loose fit - $35  (also suitable for ladies if a larger looser fit pre-
ferred) 

Sizes    S,    M,    L,    XL,    2XL,    3XL  

Tee Shirts – Children $20,  Adult - $25 

Sizes    Children   6,   8,   10.         Adult   10,   12,   14,   16,   18,   20 

Zip front hoodie or jacket - $55,    Windcheater - $45    Safety Vest (daytime) - $15 

Sizes    S,   M,     L,    XL,    2XL,    3XL 

Bucket Hat or Cap - $20   sizes M/L,  L/XL 

Aldgate 

Michelle Hurn    8131 0139 

Glengowrie 

Anne & Don Bigham 8376 5958 

  

Modbury North 

Sheila Burbidge    8264 4958 

Ashton 

Danielle Smith    8390 1682 

  

Morphett Vale 

Sue Rayner                 8382 7674 

Elizabeth Downs 

Marie Kozulic       7289 1947 

Strathalbyn 

Diana McGregor 8536 8272 

  

Happy Valley 

Helen Flavel               8392 2733 
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Notice Board Continued  

Printed cloth sew on logo - $15 

These can be ordered preferably by email to Sheila on fdbshb@senet.com.au or leave a 
message on 8264 4958 between 9am & 4pm Monday to Friday.   

Postage extra if not collected from Modbury North or from a monthly Workshop at     
Stepney 

Animal Records 

You must complete your animal records on a regular basis. 

Animal records are very important as: 

 they let us know if there are problems occurring in one species or area 

 we report numbers regularly to the RSPCA 

 we need to provide these numbers when applying for funding and grants 

 we report these figures in our annual report 

 your records are checked when you apply for subsidised food. 

Animal records are more timely when done online (Members area of website): 

www.faunarescue.org.au/members/form-animal-records.htm 

You can also send to:  Jan Mahoney Email:    jan.mahoney@outlook.com    

ANIMAL RECORDS FORM FOR UP TO 5 ANIMALS WITH WEBSITE ADDRESS EMAIL 

In answer to numerous requests, members can now submit details of up to 5 animals in 

one online form.  Please use the link:   

http://www.faunarescue.org.au/members/form-animal-records.htm 

mailto:fdbshb@senet.com.au
http://www.faunarescue.org.au/members/form-animal-records.htm
mailto:jan.mahoney@outlook.com
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Property List 
IMPORTANT 

If you receive or collect Fauna Rescue property, it is a condition of the loan, that you 

Complete and Return a Property Form 

Please return your property form promptly so that accurate records can be kept and to 

help  reduce time and costs currently spent in chasing members 

If you are a member and would like to obtain an item on the Property List or can 

help fulfil an item request, please contact the Property Officer 

Jackie Hunt    

Telephone:   08 8336 7175 

Property Report   February 2017 

Facebook continues to be a good way of contacting members regarding donated property 

available. 

Current items available: 

1 x heatbox  Highbury 

Aviary  1.52m x 0.80m x 1.9m, bird cage (photos available) North Adelaide   

Bird heat box  (photo provided)  Christies Downs 

Aviary 70cm wide x 1.5m deep x 2m high  Hayborough (Victor Harbor) 

Cage 52cm x 52cm x 73cm high  Flagstaff Hill  Suitable for baby possums 

Cage 60cm x 40cm x 40cm high  Flagstaff Hill  Suitable for baby possums 

Aviary – 6 sided, 1.5m square, 2m high  Golden Grove  (can be delivered) 

3 aviaries – one 5ft x 12ft, two 5ft x 7ft good condition, concreted in  Banksia Park 

Parrot cage 1m square, good condition  Woodville South 

Aviary on wheels 1m x 1.1m x 1.7m high (needs a paint ) South Brighton 

 

NO CURRENT ITEMS REQUESTED 
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Introducing myself 

M y story is a bit different to the 

Carer's stories that are normally 

in this newsletter .  I don't or never have cared 

for Australian fauna (I have two small dogs 

that I idolise). 

 
 

I have always been too busy to spend the long hours feeding, clean-

ing and looking after animals.  I have been with Fauna Rescue about 

3 years now and on the committee for two years.  

My roles have been varied—I am an electrician by trade and have 

used my expertise a number of times to repair appliances, leads, etc. I 

help/organise FR BBQs to raise much needed funds. I help put up, 

takedown and relocate release aviaries for possums, pick up and de-

liver timber for possum boxes, make micro bat care boxes, pick up 

and deliver equipment to our new headquarters, make heat lamps for 

duckling care, have been on koala counts to confirm their location 

and quantities. The list goes on! 

I also volunteer at a number of other animal related groups. 

So you don't have to be a carer to be of use to Fauna Rescue there are 

many varied positions that need to be filled to help the organisation 

run as it should.  

What is your background and can your expertise be of help to Fauna 

Rescue? 
 
 

Kim Sutterby 

Wildlife Volunteer  
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(continued from page 3) 

Digital scales are perfect, but do be careful in containing the ducklings effectively while 

weighing as it is a good opportunity for them to try and escape!  Should you find any 

duckling in a group is not gaining weight across a few days, or only gains a few grams a 

day when it should be gaining 10, 20 or 30 grams a day depending on age, or even loses 

weight, please call me.  It may be necessary to separate this one from its group to give it 

a better chance at survival. 

To our country / remote carers and rescuers it was a pleasure to communicate with, and 

even meet, a few of you during this past season.  The tyranny of distance makes it       

difficult, which I do appreciate, but it would be great to get more ducklings into the     

country areas if possible.  Please – if you are ever travelling to the city or metro areas of 

Adelaide at any time during the year – do make contact.  It would be a great opportunity, 

if the timing is right for you, to meet briefly and transfer ducklings.  After having an almost 

perpetual population of between 80 and 140 ducklings on board for many months, I am 

always happy to share … 

Take care, everyone, and again I convey my genuine thanks for the huge efforts        

dedicated to ducklings this past season. 

Leonie Weaver 
Duckling Coordinator 
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Heart-warming 1 

I n December there was a very heart-warming story about 
the rescue of a tiny duckling.  Young lady called very late 

in the evening – roughly soon after 10pm – to advise she was on 
her pushbike at Henley Beach and had noticed a tiny duckling 
“heading for the sea”.  Instinctively she realised the duckling was 
on its own and should not be headed for seawater, and proceeded 
to catch the little fellow.   

On the phones for Fauna Rescue, we hear many “reasons” why people cannot catch or 
contain a baby native animal or injured creature and the fact they are on their pushbike 
and have nothing with them in which to contain / carry it, or cannot manage it on a bike 
are a couple of the more understandable explanations.  However, this young lady cer-
tainly used her imagination.  At the time of the call she had already removed 1 shoe and 
1 sock, placed the duckling in the shoe and placed the sock over the opening of the shoe 
so it could not escape.  How good is that!   

Phone Operators:  we now have a great “suggestion” to put to bike riders if they come 
across a tiny creature (unless they are wearing thongs or sandals, of course).  The ever-
so-committed Di & Phil Cornelius graciously accepted a late night call to urgently head to 
this young lady’s location and bring the little duckling into care with a new fam-
ily.   Fabulous effort by the young lady and also Di & Phil, however, I admit I wonder 
whether the young lady ever wore that shoe again ….. 

 

Heart-warming 2 

E arly January we encountered a fabulous lady who 
did a fantastic job when she saw a duck family in trouble on 
the Southern Expressway.  Mel, a vet nurse at the         
Morphettville Veterinary Clinic, was on her way to work and 
was able to pull over to investigate.  The Southern Express-

way is very nasty for any wildlife trying to cross from one side of the road to the other due 
to the centre concrete barrier.  Invariably the creatures make it to the middle – somehow 
– and are then well and truly stuck.   

Mother Pacific Black duck was very distressed as she had just lost her ducklings down a 
deep stormwater drain – nearly 2 metres deep, with very heavy iron grids at road 
level.  “Without a net”, Mel managed to catch Mother duck and hold onto her while, at the 
same time, phoning Fauna Rescue and also the MFS.  For over an hour Mel held on to 
Mother duck while the ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS FIRIES did their thing, removing that 
impossible grid, getting into the drain, and retrieving all 5 ducklings.   

(continued page 10) 
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ReGEN OP SHOP VOLUNTEERS  

If anyone is interested in helping at the ReGEN Op Shop, where all the profits are do-
nated to various charities, please call in to the shop at 552 Milne Road, Redwood Park 
(near the Milne & Hancock Roads roundabout) and talk to Lesley the Manager, about 
working for Fauna Rescue – she is there on Monday, Thursday and Friday between 9.30 
and 4.30.  The more volunteers that work a morning or afternoon shift for Fauna Rescue, 
the more money we make!  You need to be able to attend on a regular basis. 

(continued from page 9) 

Using fridge shopping bags first, and then cardboard boxes, the family was contained 
and transported to the Morphettville Vet Clinic (Mel was only a few hours late for work) 
where they were collected by Fauna Rescue and relocated.   

The story caught the attention of Channel 9 and was aired that night at the end of the 
evening news.  HUGE THANKS to Mel, the Emergency Services Personnel and the Mor-
phettville Vet Clinic – we treasure the support of such very special people who contribute 
so much to the wellbeing of our native wildlife – and HUGE THANKS also to Channel 9 
for the opportunity to share the story with so many other South Aussies. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE WITH OFFICE & BUSINESS SKILLS 

Unable to care for wildlife but want to volunteer your skills in an alternative way? 

Fauna Rescue has an abundance of areas where we need help to run the organisation. 

If you have skills with technology, websites, databases, education, public relations or 
fundraising - why not drop us a line and let us know what you are interested in. 

 

Contact us via info@faunarescue.org.au 

mailto:info@faunarescue.org.au
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GREAT NEWS! 
NAB has partnered with Fauna Rescue to help raise funds for the Fauna Rescue 

Wildlife Centre.   
 

Fauna Rescue has long wished to establish a Fauna Rescue Wildlife Centre, where we can have a 

venue for various activities and eventually have a Clinic for Wildlife with an attending vet.  Of 

course we will always continue with the essential need for our members to care for wildlife in their 

own homes.    We are hoping that the partnership with NAB may be a first step in helping to achieve 

this goal.    

How you as a member can help without costing you anything 

Our members are really passionate about wildlife and helping to raise funds for Fauna Rescue and 

this is a way to help without costing you anything and hopefully saving you some money in the 

process.   

In support of the Fauna Rescue Wildlife Centre, NAB has established a loan referral program where 

for every new Home Loan drawn down at NAB, the bank will pay the centre a once off commission 

to the value of 0.4% of the loan amount.  For a home loan of $300,000, the centre will receive a pay-

ment of $1,200.  The money raised by this referral program will be put towards the WildLife Centre 

project and will ensure that the animals continue to receive excellent care.  

This is a truly wonderful opportunity for you as a member to not only help Fauna Rescue but also 

have a better home loan rate with NAB.   

So if you currently have a mortgage with another Bank or about to purchase a new home please 

see if NAB can do   better for you while also helping Fauna Rescue.  For further information please   

contact Karen Patty at Nab on 8568 6897 karen.d.patty@nab.com.au  

NAB is just as passionate about helping you as you are about helping 

wild life 

mailto:karen.d.patty@nab.com.au

